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■HE idea of this book originated in a desire to preierve 
some memorial of the ancient features of the charches 
of Colmer and Priors Dean. The ravages of time 
had necessitated many rep^rs since 1843 — so called restorations 
and renewals of old work. Unless these had been noted at 
the present time, they would probably have been forgotten and 
Kta2aaed for ever unrecorded — like the extensive alterations 
which were made in Colmer chnrch in the twelfth or thlneenth 
(XQturies. This idea gradoally expanded into a Parish history, 
interesting as far as it goes, but fragmentary. Perhaps, some 
future rector may be willing to follow up the lines here laid 
down, and, by further research, be enabled, to some extent, 
to fill up the gaps and render the work more complete. 

The study of old Parish Registers forcibly reminds us of 
the flight of time and of the vanity of all earthly things. The 



vi Preface. 

infanty in brief space, is seen to arrive at manhood, to take to 
himself a wife, and the olive branches grow up around him. 
By and bye, his body is committed to the dust, and his 
eldest son takes his place. Another generation rises up $ turn 
over but a leaf» diat too is gone ; dien another ! JEtar succedif 
matu 

The chapter containing the History of die last quarter of a 
Century may be thought to be not in keeping widi the rest of 
the book. Recent events want the rust of time to take off the 
sharp edges, to soften the shadows, and tone down the lights^ 
The present seems too important. Yet, after all, the things 
which have happened in one's own life-time, which we have 
experienced, or taken some part in, are those very things which 
we are best qualified to write about« 

The section of the chancel, page 25, is reduced from a 
drawing by the late Rev. W. Grey. For the other sketches^ 
I am indebted to my daughter, Mrs. Macmichael. The trans-^ 
lations of the Southwick documents were furnished by Mr. 
F- J. Baigent of Winchester, whom Mr. Thistlethwayte, at my 
request, very kindly permitted to inspect the carefully kept 
archives. 

Thos. Hervbt« 

CouaR RscroRT, 
JufUf 1880. 
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FigQ 63, fiwt line, fir **ta8t," nad "south." 

„ 68, line 8, afin "Society/* muH "and the EdncatloQ Dqstitmcnt,' 

„ 85, line \T, fiir '^tXiXTf^ rm/ "marriage entries." 

,, III, first line, fiir " Snandon,'* reai " Sriaudon." 

„ 117, line 29, /at " Maifole," rtad " Maifoic." 

„ 141, line ii,yir "him," read "them." 

„ 114, line 11, fir "calumbz, r«A/ "columbz." 

„ 119, line 16, /or "1647-45, read "1637-45." 



TOPOGRAPHICAL AND GENERAL. 

Tie variai va^, and the moutttatn gmuid 
Wildly majtstic I What is ail the fride 
Of jiatt, vrith loadt if crnamettt sufpiieJ, 
CoB^ared wth Nature'i rude magnifieetKe. 



I parishes of Colher and Priors Dean are situated 
io the northern division of the connty of Hants, 
poUtically; but geographically, they are mid-way 
between north and south, and near its eastern border, where 
die wildest and most picturesque scenery in the county may 
be fonsd. Here, the Hampshire hMs project into the valley 
in which lies the Diiea Fonsmoath Railway, bold and lofty 
spurs, such as "Whetham hill, Hawkley hanger, Noar hill and 
Selbome common. Priors Dean lies, partly between two of 
these bluff promontories, partly upon a hill called the Bamet, 
while the boondary line oo the north runs along the top of 
Hawkley hanger on the opposite side. Cblmer, more to the 
west, is- Dear the old coach road from Tendon to Gosport, on 
which in fonner days ran some of the Portsmouth coaches. 



2 Position tmd Area of the two Parishet* 

Colmer dmrdi is fifty-three miles from London and stands 
nearly in the centre of a triangle formed by imaginary lines 
joining the three towns, Alton, Petersfield, and Alresford, 
and is six miles from each of the two former and eight miles 
from the latter. Priors Dean is a mile nearer Petersfield. The 
two parishes, taken together, are bounded on the north by 
the- parishes of East Tisted and Newtoa Valence, on the east 
by Hawkley^ on the south by Froxfield and Priyett, and on 
the west by West Tisted. 

The two parishes were surveyed between 1840 and 1843^ 
for the purposes of the Hthe Commutation Act» and found to 
contdtt 3003*825 acres of laad ;. the recent Ordnance survej 
gives the following results i — 

CoLMBRr Laad.^... 1445*447 acres.. 

PubUc roads 26-267 

Water - -346 

Total aresfc ?472*o6o 

PaioaaDsAN: Land.........^.^. 1565*356 

Public roads 28*888 

Water ^'4^? 

Total area I595'^63 

The whole area of the two parishes & therefore 3067*72 J 
acres, this,, deducting roads and water, is very nearly seven 
acres more than the previous survey, which variation may be 
accounted for by increased accuracy aiid by fresh enclosures^. 
The length of die twa parishes t6gpther» from east to west» is 



Geolopcal Formation and Soil. 3 

three miles and a quarter, and the breadth one mile and three 
quarters, but the greatest longitude is three miles and three 
quarters. 

Colmer is situated upon the chalk. The soil at the surface, 
day mixed with flints, shows that the upper chalk has here 
been denuded to a large extent. From a well in the parish 
we know that the thickness of the remaining strata of chalk 
does not exceed three hundred feet.* At a pit in Shell-lane» 
the denudation seems to have gone so far as almost to lay bare 
the lower chalk, and fossils are here of rare occurrence. In a 
south-easterly direction, the chalk appears to attain a greater 
thickness, till at - Slade farm, the top of the chalk is reached. 
A pit here shows the formation of the upper chalk very well 
and fossils are abundant ; a species of Echinus and a large bi- 
valve being the most plentiful. Still further to the south-east, 
at Lode hill, the upper chalk disappears and the lower chalk 
is easily distinguished by its freedom from flint, darker colour, 
and hardness of structure. 

At Herrings-land there is a curious and very clean cut 
coombe very suggestive of a glacier scrape ; but without an 

opportunity of opening the ground at the bottom to obtain 
evidence of a morrain, it would be hardly safe to venture upon 

a decided opinion. 

The soil is poor and laborious to work, therefore rents are 

low, ranging from seven to fifteen shillings an acre. Tithe 

averages three shillings and sixpence an acre, and local rates 

* The chalk fonoatioD fariet from 1500 to 10,000 feet in thickness. 

Bx 



4 Various Altitudes in the Parish and Neighbourhood. 

are under two shillings. Wheat and Oats are the main crops 
and average about four quarters to the acre of the former and 
six of the latter. The farmer however depends chiefly upon 
his South-down flocks for which he grows to a large extent * 
turnips and grasses. 

The whole district is well wooded, and so undulating that 
there is really very Uttle flat ground. The higher parts axe — 
Warreo-lane (highest part,) 760 feet above the sea/ Holtham 
724^ pond above Slade 650, the cross roads Priors Dean 63O9 
Monkey-lodge 5689: Colmer church 557. The lower parts are 
Priors Dean church 545^ Slade old farm 530, Goleigh 513, 
bottom of Shell-lane 4369 stream at the bottom of Lode-hill 
376. Starting from this stream on the east and travelling 
on the high road westward, we meet in succession with the 
following altitudes — beginning with 376 feet, we rise at the 
cross roads to 6309Jthen descend at Slade to 530 feet, again we 
rise, now to 650, again we go down, and just below Colmer 
rectory reach 544, a. few more ups and downs, 557, 540, $60^ 
475, 520,. and then at the end of Shell-lane we have fallen to 
436 feet.. If we start from Goleigh southward, the hrights 

are- S^n 724 Si<^p 7^5. 

Most of the neighbouring churches, though high above the 
level eyf the sea, are considerably lower than the churches of 
Colmer and Priors Dean. Hawkley church is 479 feet above 
the sea, Empshott 444, East Tisted 434, Faringdon 409, Sel- 
borne 400. The late spring frosts which do much damage in 

* The altitudet are taken 00 the high roads, this Is not strictly the highest point. 



Mr. GMett's Ride over the BamH. $ 

the lower localities are harmless at Colmer ; the temperature 
here in severe weather is moreover always higher than in the 
valley below. Gilbert White in his Natural History of SeBforne 
notices a similar variation of temperature between Newton and^ ' 
Selbome, the more elevated Newton being in hard frosts^ lo 
his astonishment, lo^ or 12° warmer than Selbomfe. 

From the heights on the Priors Dean side the scenery is 
very fine. Mr. Cobbett in his Rural Rides, gives a graphic 
description of it. He was going from Hand>tedon to Thui^sley 
by way of Hawkley. After passing through East Meon he 
left Froxfield on the right, and crossing the Petersfield road, 
went either along Warren lane or by a lane leading to Oakshot, 
it is not clear which. " The lane/* he says " was between 
high banks and pretty high stuff* growing on the banks, so 
that we could see no distance from us; and could Receive not 
the smallest hint of what wtis near at hand.- The lane had 
a little turn towards the end, so that out we came/t all in a 
moment, at the very edge of the hanger! And never in all my 
life was I so surprised and so delighted ! I pulled up my horse 
and sat and looked *, it was like looking from the top of a castle 
down into the sea, except that the valley was land and not 
water. I looked at my servant to see what efifect this unex- 
pected sight had upon him ; his surprise was as great as mine^ 
though he had been bred among the North Hampshire hills. 
Those who had so strenuously dwelt on the dirt and dangers 
of this route had said not a word about the beauties, the' 
matchless beauties of the scenery. These hangers are woods 



6 Extensive Views, 

.on the sides of very steep hills. The trees and underwood 
hangi in some sort, to the ground, instead of standing on it. 
Hence these places are called bangers. From the summit of 
that which I had now to descend I looked down upon the 
villages of Hawkley, Greatham, Selbome,* and some others." 

** From the south-east,** he continues, " round southward 
to the north-west, the main valley has cross valleys running 
out of it, the hills on the aides of which are very steep, and in 
many parts covered with wood. The hills that form these 
cross valleys run out into the main valley like piers into the 
sea. From the south-east, round eastward to the north, lie 
the heaths, of which Woolmer forest makes a part, and these 
go gradually rising up to Hindhead, the crown of which is to 
the north-east, leaving the rest of the circle (the part from 
north to north-west,) to be occupied by a continuation of the 
valley towards Headley, Binstead, Frensham and the Holt 
forest.*' He describes the descent as being very difEcult, "the 
horses crept down partly upon their feet aud partly upon their 
hocks.*' 

From several of the highest points in the parish of Priors 
Dean there are similar views, especially from Holtham whence 
may be seen a large tract of country extending as far as Alder- 
shot. But the nearer views eastward over Steep, Hawkley and 
Liss are by far the most attractive. On the south-east from a 
another part of the parish, upon a clear day Chanctonbury Hill 

* The tfiilage of Sdborne codid not be seen, Hawkley hanger and Noar hill both 
intenrene. 



IFiy called Colnur and Priors Dean. 7 

near Worthing is visible, while nearer, through a dip in the 
Sussex downs, the sea may be seen* Hillsea, near Portsmouth, 
was no doubt so called because of its proximity to Portsdown ; 
can Colmer have received its name from col a hill and mer the 
sea? Or is the termination derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
nuara^ in which case ' Colmer* would mean a hilly boundary of 
uncultivated land, such as the whole of the south side of the 
parish was up to the beginning of the present century ? 

Priors Dean takes its distinguishing prefix from its connex- 
ion with the priory of Southwick, the manor of Dene having 
been granted to the priory by king John in 1203, and retained 
by it, together with the manor of Colmer, till its dissolution 
b 1539. 

If Colmer has no extensive views it has some pleasant near 
ones ; it overlooks from several points the richly wooded valley 
in which winds the Alton road, and where Rotherfield and 
Pelham on the opposite slope adorn a really charming land- 
scape. Alton church may be seen from the highest part of the 
road leading to Priors Dean, and Newton Valence, standing 
high, is conspicuous everywhere. 

Colmer and its inmiediate neighbourhood is specially rich in 
Natural History. Out of 65 known British species of Butter- 
flies (Diurni), J? have been taken in the parish by the writer^s 
son, the Rev. A. C. Hervey. The number of Moths he has 
found is large : — Noctumi 28, Geometras 103, Pseudo-Bom- 
byces 5, Noctuas 114, making with the Diurni, a total of 288. 
He has taken here, in addition, more than 300 species of the 



8 NatuTiJ History. 

Micro-Lepidoptera, but as he has been only recently observing 
these, this does not by any means comprehend them all. Of 
birds, no less than 68 distinct species hare been noted. 

As birds and moths follow their food, that there is here a 
wide and well-furnished field foir the study of botany, is only 
what may be expected. It would require a separate volume 
to enter into any useful details on this head ; but as collecting 
ferns is^ a favourite pursuit with many who have not time for 
other botanical research, it will be interesting to record the faa 
that there are fouad here : — 

Black Maidenhair, Asphuum Adiantum Nigrum* 
C>mmon M^denhair, „ Trichomanes* 

Lady Fern, „ FUix-femimu 

Broad Buckler Fern, Lastrea Dilatata. 
Dwarf, do.. „ Nana. 

Male Fern, „ Ftlix-tnas. 

Common Polypody, Pdypodiutn Vulgare. 

Prickly Shield Fern, Pdystichum Aculeatum. 
Angular-lobed, do. „ Angulare. 

Common Bracken, Pteris Aquilina. 

Hart's Tongue, Scolopendrium Vtdgare. 

The old farm houses in Priors Dean are not without their 
interest ; three of them have been superior residences^ The 
Manor House by the church is but a small part of the mansion 
once inhabited by Sir John Compton, but its considerable ele- 
vation and a boldly moulded stone coping on the garden wall 
show that it was formerly a house of some pretension. The 
house at Church Farm, a little to the north, contains some good 
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Jacobean oak carving. Goleigh, in the northern extreouty of 
die parish, is a large rambling old house with a history of its 
own, if only it could be written ; but a few brief entries in the 
parish Register are almost the only materials. Nearly the firs( 
entry records die birth of a little Newlin in 1544* and at least 
eight generations altogether of Newlins called Goleigh their 
home. Captain John Newlin, the last who lived there, died in 
1706; his sister Constance was the wife of Richard Pococke 
the then rector. The other farm houses were — Slade, now 
converted into cottages, a new house having been built higher 
up; 'Windmill Farm; the Old Court House,* (now cottages) ; 
another, which stood in a field above Slade,t and was burnt 
down in the last century, and others which are now cottages. 

There is nothing very special in Colmer. The old Manor 
'House near the church is so.well kqst that time has not made 
it cheerless or antiquated. The other farm- houses are or were 
— Field Farm; Becksettle, (now cottages); Winter's, in the 
south-western comer of the parishyt which has long been pulled 
down and the grounds thrown into Basing park; then there 
was formerly Thorn House at the Knap, in the meadow where 
is a well ; and the <Ad cottages were no doubt farm houses. 

It is difiicult to form any idea of the populatioa of the two 
parishes in the olden time. The Re^sters cannot be taken as 
a guide, they do not begin till I539» ^^^ been badly kept, and 
for many years are without an entry. Then formerly it was the 

* Number 150, 00 the Ordmuice Map; number 157, on the Tithe Map. 

t No. 56, Ordnance; iso. Tithe Bdag, { Na^ 12s, Ordnance; 337, Tithe Map. 

C 



to BtrtiSf. Marru^e/^ DeatKi 

CQStom to board and lodge a number of uofflarried men in the 
farm houses, and there \^oukl be' in addition a good number 
of domestic senrants in the okl mansions^.in those days of low 
wages and cheap food. Under such circumstances^: thebirths 
ami marriages would bear a smaller proportion to the popula-* 
thm thensthan now and the number of burials might be a safer 
test*. But here s^in we may be wrong, for when the births 
were fewer,, the death-rate would alsa be lower; for it is 
ft well known and established fact, that there is the greatest 
flK>rtality among infants.- 

According to the'Registers^wthe yearly averages for the two* 
panshes^ taken together are :-^ 

Before the pretent Centuiy. In tUe present Century.* 

Baptisms, per year, 4*014 9*102 

Marriages, ^ 1*^39 2-375 

Burials^ ^ 2*522 4*^94 

We might from this be led to imag^ that the population 
was about half what it is now; The marriages were but very 
slightly over one half the present rate, and Baptisms very 
much less than half,, being 2 to 2 ^, but on the other hand the 
Burials were considerably above the half, or i ^ to 2 ^, and 
the death-rate would be too high unless upon the assumption 
that the population was larger than the number of births and 
marriages might lead us to suppose. Taking the births alone, 
and taking the present century as the basis of calculation, the 
populadon of the two parishes would seem to be about lio,. 
while it would be 160, computed from the deaths. But when^ 
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we take into account the lower rate of mortality in a popok' 
tion containing but a small proportion of children> and other 
considerations, we may fairly assume that the population was 
lai]ger than this. Whatever it was, one thing we know,, that 
two-thirds of thi6 #ho]e wa» in>the parish of Priors Dean^^ 

When we' come to the present eentury we find the popula- 
tion more equally distributed . between the two parishes. The 
Census returns not only show this, but illustrate the history of 
the times. First let us turn > our attention to the returns :^— 
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It will be observed that the population increased very much 
during the first thirty years of the present century, and was 
from some cause forced up beyond its normal state. We have 
not to search very far for the explanation, the population was 
augmented in order to cultivate the common lands which were 
enclosed about that time. In Colmer, about 323 acres, and in 
Priors Dean, about 240 acres of Common were enclosed. The 
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high prices which all farm produce commanded during the long 
French war had beside stimulated agriculture. After a time, 
the revival of trade and commerce, railways and manufaaures, 
began to draw away the population from the rural districts 
into the towns. 

CoLMBR rejoices in a name which is written in a variety of 
ways. Ecclesiastically, it is always Cdmer^ but in modem Gvil 
or Poor Law Union affairs — Colemore^ while some persons write 
Colmar,. like the town of that name in Alsace.^ However it 
may be written, the old inhabitants call it Colmer, which often* 
is contracted into Comer. The following are the various modes 
of spelling which occur : — 

1086, (circa) Domesday-bookf - 

Charters etc* 



I 198-1208, 
12 14-1369, 
1370, (circa) 

1522, 

1538, 

1540-1750, 



t» 



ft 



•r* 



Rent-^M^ • 
Court Roll, 



G}lemere. 

G}lemer. 

Colemere, generally.. 

G}lmere. 

Colemer and Colmer. . 

G}llmer. 

G}lemere. * 



Parish Register etc* Colsder. 

1751-4, Regirters^ColmaLTi 1 780,. Registers, Golemore.. 

I758,t ft Cohner. 1782-3,. „ Colemere. 

1759-60, „ Colmar. 1785-92, „ Colemore. 

1767, „ Cohner. 1801-38, „ Cohnar. 

The Rev. J. B. Bourne attempted a compromise, and from 
1838 to 1852, wrote 'Colmere* of which mode there is but one 

* A letter for Colmar, Abaee, was deUvered one day at Colmer Rectory, Alfioe. 
having been mistaken for Alton. 

t The name does not occur in the Registers In the years omitted*. 
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ancient example. If one e only is omitted, it should evidently 
be the final one;, but why return to the medieval custom of 
introducing an e everywhere, when 'Cblmer' had been long the 
established use? ^Colmar* is but a fancy, and 'Colemore' was 
not invented till the latter end of the eighteenth century. In 
1377* 'Cdemeare* occurs once. After all, it is perhaps rather 
a matter of surprise that we find so little change in the name 
during eight hundred years. 

A list of some of the old names of places and enclosures 
in the two parishes will not be without interest and may fitly 
close ^s part of the subject. 

COLMEIL 

Becksettle, Byckesetyll,. etc.,. Great and Uttle; from iac 
back; a back settlement. Thirteenth century. 
Bluntesmere. IFhirteenth century. 
Broadmead, east of the Alton, lane.. 
Crossfield,. Crossefelds,. east of the Petersfield lane. 
Deadman*s lane and field. 
Field Farm, Feldhouse. 

Fosters, Fosterfelds ; fostal is a paddock near a house. 
Gammons Paddock, behind die Knap. 
Grove Copse, below Becksettle. 

Harmage, Harmerys woode ; commonly called Hermitage. 
Hurst, Upper and Lower, north of the church. 
Ejiap, The; cnap^ Sax. rising ground. 
Lillies and Lillies pond, near Colmer-lane. 
Lyes, Hither, etc. *Havetleye' occurs in the 13th century. 
Mattock Field, north of Crossfield. ' 
Numplebury, between Field Farm and the Petersfield road.. 



14 ^ OU Namef vf Placer^ 

Otterells, Ottewells, south of Shell-lane. 
Parkesground. Sixteenth century. 
Parson's Paddock, adjoining the glebe at Fosters. 
Purrock ; pearroc^ Sax. a park or paddock ; near the Knap. 
Rookwood Field, now in Basing Park. 
Pypelberesthome and Pypulbere. Sixteenth .century. 
Rowleys, Rowlefers ; between Lillies and Field Farm. 
Ryggbeys. Sixteenth century. 
Sand-pit Mead ; pasture by Cotmer Farm. 
Shells, Great and Little, and Shell-lane. Here, it is sdd, 
was once a battery to defend the Gosport road.- 
Sothouse; 13th to l6th centuries. 
Sparks, south of DeadmanVlane.« 
Starveacre, (two). Is this Sterryers,«sixtteilth century? 
Thomhouse meadow, near the Knap. Thirteenth century. 
Wilbits,. behind- Colmer Farm. 
Winns ; whirms^ furze ; in Shell-lane. 
Womest. Sixteenth cedturv. 

PRIORS DEAN. 

Baker's Farm, so called from a tenant of that name. 
Barleycombe, Buclecumbe 

Barnet, The; berg^ Sax. a hill. In the north, a down or hill 
is called a barrow. Bar^ is also bare or naked. 
Biddles-mead, Bedylls ; opposite Baker's. 
Boot-holes, probably boot-hose, on account of its shape- 
Bowkeleysmere. Sixteenth century. 
Brooks; Great and Little, ; near Priors Dean church. 
Burfeyles. Sixteenth century. 
Button's Bam ; on Hawkley hanger. 
Cockfield, Cockespyrks ; near Slade Farm. 
Coney Easts ; coney ^ a rabbit ; near Windmill Farm^. 
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Coombe, 01dcumbe» Alecumbe*. 

Cow-lease, Cowlees; cow pasture; nearSlad^.. 
. Coxfords Copse; above Baker's Farmr. 

Cnites»,North».etc.v between Crossfield ahd East-ddwn. 

Doscombe, Dossecnmbe, etc»4 fi-om dos^ back. Thirteenth 
oentnry. , 

East-down ; near ^Windmill Farm* 

Feamey Field; fearn^ Sax. fern. 

Ford Field ; below Doscombe. Also, Moor de la Forde. 

French and Freench-green, Franceys, Frenchys; pastures 
at the cross roads, and called* after a tenant. 

Gallandsy Great; behind Old Court. 

Goleighy GoUey, Gollye ; gplU^ wet lands. 

Graffle; gntf. Sax. a grave; near Windmill Farm. 

Ham Field ; ham^ Sax. a house ; in Warren-lane* by cottage. 

Hay, Nether, etc.; haga^ Sax. an enclosed field. 

Hemsome, Hencombe, Hyndecumbe ; on Hawkley hanger. 

Herrings-land, Herringes-dune ; perhaps Heron's land; or it 
may be from hern^ a nook of land projecting into another field. 

Holbom-hay and Copse ; opposite the Old Court House. 

Holtham ; bolt^ Sax. a wood and ham^ a house. 

Horn-field, Horenfield, Homfelds and la Rude. 

Junnicks Close and Copse, Jochys ; near Button's Bam. 

Leaping Hill Field near Windmill Farm. 

Lode Place and Hill, Ledepende. 

Lolly Field; Uium^ Lat. cockle;: near Skde. 

Meon Field ; meoy Lat. to pass ; near Church Farm*. 

Pepper-land, Fiperlands ; in Button's I^ane. 

Priors Dean Field ; in the centre of the parish but belong- 
ing to Goleigh. 

Old Court House, The ; cottages below Windm^ FaroL 

Slade ; sUdf Sax. a valley or green- road; 
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Smith's I east of Priors Dean Fann. 
Snowdown, Snoudon ; near Wmdmill Farm. 
Sonth-streets, Suthstrete ; near Dosombe, faces the south. 
Tucks Meadow; is this the same as Tuppjs? 
Varrah Hill Field ; vart, a weasel ; to the extreme east. 
Warren Copse, Old ; south of Ham Field. 
White-down \ between Nether Hay and Pepperhnd. 
ntfifi ^jpiiii Farm, sometiiDes called Coldharboar. 
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COLMER CHURCH. 

7&r Faith vKU in the very vfoilt invireught 
Which Saxan priesti in caJm jeclutim taught : 
No rith foundation here to temft the Dane, 
Or lure the Norman from hit cttj fane, 

HE'niER this Church, which is dedicated to S. Peter 
ad ViQcula, replaced any early Saxon timber biuld- 
ing which had l>een erected by the ancient yew-tree 
is unknown. The present building is of great antiquity and 
of Saxon origin. It may not be always easy to distinguish 
between what is late Saxon and what is early Norman ; but it 
is too much the fashion to ignore the work of Saxon architeas 
and insist that very little genuine Saxon remains. There is no 
doubt the Normans after the Conquest rebuilt, or altered and 
embellished the more important Saxon ecclesiastical buildings, 
but many of the little village churches would be left in charge 
of the Saxon priests, unaltered and unheeded. 

Now if we take into consideration the extreme simplicity 
and rude severity of Colmer church, we must come to the 
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conclusion that it is just such a village church as the Saxons 
in the time of bishop ^thelwald (a.d. 963-984) might have 
erected. 

The Saxons began to build stone churches in the time of 
Alfred the Great, and their churches were frequently cruci- 
form, as at Worth, Sussex.. The windows were narrow, a 
necessity when they could not afford glass. . The walls were 
very commonly built of flint and rubble roughly plastered on 
the outside. Colmbu Church corresponds exactly with this 
description, it is built of flint and rubble^ and was orig^ally 
cruciform. The solid piers which supported the arch leading 
to the south transept are still tp be seen on the exterior, in the 
south wall of the nave, and the foundations of this transept 
can be distinctly traced any dry summer by the scanty herbage 
growing over them*. The arch leading to the north transept 
is rude and without any moulding,, and stands on plain imposts 
which are chamfered on the lower edge. The windows were 
circular-headed and very narrow ; one of them remains to this 
day, apparently] the same as when the stones were roughly 
hewn by the hands of the Saxon workman, perhaps nearly nine 
hundred years ago» The quoins at the exterior angles of the 
transept are built of rude blocks of stone, and there are similar 
quoins at the angles of the eastern elevation of the chancel bat 
now concealed by the new buttresses and facing. 

On referring to the ground plan of the church, such as we 
have every reason to believe it was originally^ it will be seen 
that the intersection of the nave and transepts formed angles 
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of great strength, and being of solid masonry were calculated 
to sustain a great weight ; a massive chancel arch, as shown in 
the ground plan, was also an invariable feature in churches 
of the period. Here then was the position of the tower and 
belfry, as may be observed in all cruciform churches. On the 
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western side, the belfry may have been supported by upright 
timbers, as at Priors Dean, or there may have been a second 
arch. The east window in the north transept, as already said, 
still remains ; the window on the north side of the chancel 
existed in a mutilated condition till 1 876', when the wall was 
rebuilt and the window restored ; part of the stone-work of a 



.o JU Old Saxon Church. 

small window on the south side, as well as the pavement of a 
priest's door were discovered in the position shown on the 
plan^ when the wall on that side was taken down to be rebuilt. 

The east window of the church was originally a two-light 
window as represented, for in 1875, ^^^^ ^he old jambs — 
which were much out of the perpendicular and supported 
only a recent brick arch — were taken out to be renewed, 
outside them, with a wider splay, were discovered the jambs 
of an older window. There was just sufficient of the spring- 
ing of the arch on either side remaining, to indicate that two 
low arches had ori^ally filled up the intermediate space. In 
the course of the work, the external jambs of the ancient 
window were uncovered ; these still remain in position to the 
right and left of the modern window but concealed from view 
by plaster and cement. 

In the south wall there is a circular-headed piscina ; and in 
the east wall of the transept there is another, .to the right of 
where once stood the chapel altar ; the appearance of this wall 
shows that there had been an aumbry on the left. 

On the next page an attempt has been made to sketch the 
church as the Saxon builders left it. The central tower or 
belfry would most probably be of timber, rising one stage or 
storey above the roof of the church. The outlines of such a 
building would be most characteristic, having a certain severe 
dignity derived, not from architectural embellishments, but 
from the harmony- of its several parts and its perfect fitness 
for a village church,, a fact which the eye takes in at a glance, 
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SiBlonik Vuto of t|[i Jtmnm C^t 
recognizes and appreciates. It is very much to be regretted 
diat when Mr. Oweo Caner began his restoration in 1843, 
— which will be described in due course — he did not carry it 
ODt on the ancient lines, instead of taking some Early English 
alterations as his model. There is this to be said, that at that 
time the north-eastern portion of the church — from the east 
wall to a short distance beyond the transept — was believed to 
be all that remained of the ancient structure. Nothing was 
then known of the old two-light east window, the discoveries 
in the south wall had not been made and a south transept had 
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not been thought of» for the piers of the south transept arch 
were hidden by a coat of roughcast. 

The interior of the church was no doubt impressive ; its 
style was stem and severe, and it seems as if there had been 
some intention of representing the sombre prison from which 
S. Peter was delivered by an Angel — the event commemorated 
in the dedication of the church ; but this world is not a state of 
captivity without anything to cheer , so the heaviness of the 
interior was relieved by the adornment of the walls. A small 
portion of a floriated border may be traced on one of the piers 
of the transept arch. Replastering, and the very rough way in 
which whitewash has been removed from the stone- work have 
obliterated all the old wall decoration, except in one instance 
where an old block pattern was preserved behind work of a 
later period. 

The Font is of later date than the church j it is Purbeck 
marble and of the same character as those in Winchester Cath- 
edral and East Meon church. The bowl is square exteriorly, 
and circular within, it stands on a central pillar and detached 
shafts at the four angles, which rest on a square plinth. The 
staples belonging to the cover still remain. This form of Font 
prevailed long after the Norman period, but the shallow cut 
circular4ieaded arcade on two of the faces sTiow that it must 
be Norman. The dimensions of it are : — height, without the 
steps, 2 feet 2 J inches ; diameter, the same ; interior diameter, 
I foot 8^ inches ; depth of bowl outside, 9 inches ; depth of 
tlie interior, 8 inches.. 
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Between the chancel and the transept, at the hej^ht of the 
windows, there is a circular-headed opening which led from 
the transept to the Rood-Loft ; on the transept side the arch is 
lower, corresponding to the fall of three steps in the thickness 
of the wall. The remaining steps were most probably wood, 
and moveable, or they might have interfered with the altar 
in the transeptal chapel. The hinges of a door remain on the 
transept side. 

Some extensive alterations were made — judging from their 
character — in the thirteenth century.* Two Early Pointed 
windows were inserted in the south wall of the chancel and 
^e priest's door walled up ; a recessed tomb was made on the 
north side, a portion of the window on that side cut away to 
make room for it and a quatrefoil put in ; a new east window 
was inserted within the outer jambs of the ancient window ; 
a window was also put in the north end of the transept and 
others in the nave. 

We have no means of ascertaining when the chancel arch 

and belfry were removed or the [south transept taken down* 

Early in the seventeeth century the church, was in a ruinous 

condition, as we learn from the following entry in the Parish 

Register : — 

Mem : at Chriftmas l6l2, we the minifter and parifhioners 
of Colmer requefted Mr. Compton yt in conflderation of ye 
great mines of the Church of Colmer, he would give leave to 
Hen : Boyes & Mrs. Williamfon to pay according to ye old 
rate; wch when he denied, left it fhoyld prejudice the former 

* The Early Pointed style previiled« 1 189-1 t'jz. 
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proceedings in the hie [high^ comiflion at Waltham> the minis- 
ter & parifliioners promifed him yt it (hould be written in 
the reg^er books yt it was at their inftant requeft for yt time, 
& it Ihould no whit prejudice the former proceedings in the 
court : & therefore the rate wais made. 

Ifta teftor, J. Greaves. 

It is therefore very probable that the south transept disap- 
peared at this time* One of the chuich bells bears the date 
1627. Had the west-end belfry been at that time but recently 
erected ? (Tradition reports that there were three bells, but 
one of them iell down and being broken was sold for old 
metal.) The chancel screen is certainly of this date or there 
about, but this proves nothing, it only shows that there is 
a probability that the chancel arch may have been taken down 
shortly before. 

The ladder leading to the belfry has upon it the initials 
« R. W.' and the date 1694* The initials are those of Richard 
Weene, who died in 1704, aged 77. He married Joan Cole- 
man in 1647, who died in 1712. 

We may assume that the repair of the church was finished 

early in 16 14, for we learn from an entry in the Register that 

a new Bible was then provided ; this would be king James's 

Bible which had been published two years and a half before* 

Here is the entry : — 

Memorandum, that Anno DL 16 14, April I, a new Bible 
was bought for the church of Colmr, Nicholas Pinke and Phi-r 
lip Sparrow being churchwardens. The price w*** the carriage 
was xiiij* iiijd. J, Greaves, 
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The nonh side of the chancel and the part of the nave here 
shown, form the most interesting portion of the church. We 
have the recessed tomb -, the Saxon windov ;, the approach to 
the rood loft -, the transept arch — as they appeared from nearly 



26 Modern Repairs., 

the beginning of the seventeenth century^ or earlier, till 1875, 
except that the qaatrefoil which blocked up and disfigured the 
window is not shown, nor a brass to the memory of John 
GREAVESy which was in a frame of marble or alabaster that 
was falling to pieces and was obliged to be removed about 
1853; ^^ construction was low down in the wall, and most 
likely a hagioscope which was afterwards discovered there, 
was blocked up when it was erected. A modern mural tablet 
to the memory of the Rev. James Cookson, in later years 
disfigured the space between the window and the screen. 

The next record in order of time is the following entry in 
the Register : — ^ 

Memorandum, that Anno Domini 175 It ^ new Common 
Prayer Book was bought for the church of Colmer, Henry 
Whitear being churchwarden. The price was 16 shillings. 

From a Vestry Book of the present century we find that 
repairs were frequent, and we come to the conclusion that the 
building must have been in a very dilapidated state to require 
such a continual expenditure. The system of patching up was 
really an expensive one, for it only kept the church in a chronic 
state of bad repair. Here are some of the items : — 

3 8 1833 £ 3 10 o 

5 I 1834 3 16 9 

5 10 1840 8 14 o 

10 II 1841 7 lo o 

After all this money had been expended — seventy-eight 
pounds in sixteen years — the church was in a miserable state, 
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choked up with pews of all sizes and shapes ; the windows 
patchwork i and the stone dressings. Font, and beams hidden 
beneath numerous coats of whitewash. 

In 1843,^ the Rev. J. B. Bourne, the rector, called together 
die landowners and tenantsto take into conuderation the state 
of the church ; the result was that a church-rate of two shil* 
lings in the pound was made; this was collected by instalments 
in two years and produced £67-, Mr. Owen Carter, a Win- 
chester architect was called in,, under whose superintendence 
various alterations and repairs were executed by Mr. HelliSr ft 
builder in Alton. In the interior, the whitewash was scraped' 
off; the pews demolished ;. new east and west windows and' 
three on the south side of the nave inserted — these no doubt 
replaced others of similar character belonging to the thirteenth 
century alterations, for Mr. Carter has the reputation of having 
been conservative in his restorations ; the whole of the walla 
were replastered ; the passage in the nave paved with red tiles 
and the pavement in the chancel relaid, unfortunately without 
regard to the position of memorials, but only to the size and 
shape of the stones ; a new pulpit and reading-desk were pro- 
vided ; open benches substituted for the incongruous pews ; 
and the transept which had been used for lumber cleared out 
and seated. Colmer was the second church in the neighbour- 
hood furnished with open seats, the first being East Tisted 
church which had been rebuilt the year before. 

The exterior works were — ^ new porch ; a buttress on the 
southy to support a weak place where the eastern wall of the 

£ z 
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south transept had been ; and two angle buttresses at the east 
end of the chancel, these had no proper foundation and, falling 
away, did more harm than good, fortunately they were not 
very well tied to the walls or the consequences would have 
been serious ; the stone of which they were built was beside 
soft and unsuited for the purpose and in a very few years all 
the weathering had perished. 

The cost of the work this year was about £315; of this, 
the Church Building Society contributed £30, and the church 
rate, as stated above, £67. 

In 1852, two choir seats were placed in the chancel, which 
had remained empty since 1843, and a front was put to the 
seat next to the transept arch. Nine pounds were expended 
on these, which were of stained deal to match the rest of the 
work. This year a Harmonium was provided, which being a 
novelty, drew so large a congregation that the old clerk said 
as many persons came to church on one Sunday as in all the 
time that Mr. Cookson was rector.* 

Nothing had been done to the belfry in 1 843 ; Mr Owen 
Carter had furnished a design for its restoration, it was a low, 
simple, gable-roofed tower, quite in keeping with the church, 
but seems not to have been carried out foi want of funds. 

* It is reported that Mr. Cookson was in the habit of sending the people away 
without a serrice if so few came that he did not thinlc them worth the trouble. A 
service to God seems to have been beyond his comprehension. The conversation 
between parson and clerk on Sunday morning in the kitchen of tiie rectory seems 
to have been of this sort — "Well Morgan, how many are there?" f* There be only 

Jim , Jack , and Tom " " Give them some beer and, tell them to gg 

home." 
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Mr. Colson, another Winchester architect, furnished also a 
design in 1857, when he had the restoration of Priors Dean 
church on hand. His was a small shingled spire standing 
upon a belfry of two stages. This design, after some little 
alteration, was carried out in 1866, when it became absolutely 
necessary to do something, and'^r. Scon of Rotheriield Park 
promised £25 towards a new beuVy upon the condition that 
it should be adopted. At a vestrjl|^eedng, a church rate of 
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nine-pence in the pound was made, producing £22, and the 
necessity of the work was made public by advertisement in the 
Han^bire CbromcU. Messrs* Fielder of Winchester, and Mr. 
Wakeford of Hawkley, sent in tenders for the work. The 
amount of Messrs. Fielder's was £l55> Mr- Wakeford's was 
£126 7/6-* The latter was accepted. The tender included 
raisii^ the west wall a few feet» the repair of the tower and 
buttresses, as well as the new belfry and the spire which was: 
fimshed with a handsome vane and a weathercock mounted on; 
» pebble 

There were some extras — the repdr of the bell frames and 
Portland stone steps for the Font. The Font was standing 
on some roogh stones, without any step ; the four shafts were 
only sand-stone, thin and poor ; and the bowl was raised three 
inches above the central pillar by the introduction of a slab of 
sand-st(Mie,. this gave the Font a stilted appearance, the height 
being out of proportion to the breadth. In addition to the 
steps, four marble shafts of proper proportion were put in the 
place oi the sand-stone ones ; the bowl was lined with lead -, 
aod the Rev. George Henrey, vicar of S. Augustine's Hagger- 
ston, gave the cover. At this time an iron cross, painted 
and ^t, was placed on the eastern gable.. The total amount 
expended this year was £162 d/9, which was made up by 
rate — £22 5/-, by voluntary contributions — £138 I7/-* 

* Bishop of Winchester £ 1 5 o o Lord Hylton £500 

W. Nicholson, Esq. k.p. 25 o o Lord Noithbrook . 500 

h W. Scott, Esq. . 25 o o Sir W. Heathcote, Bart, m.p. 500 

lLe?..T.>UerTey . .. to o o G. Sdater-Booth, Esq, m.p^ 500 
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In 1870, two coronae were placed in the chancel, and in the 
nave two others^ as well as two three-light branches. These 
were furnished by Messrs. Whippell of Exeter, and cost eight 
pounds. Before this and since 1852, the church was lighted 
by means of standards, home-made and one light in each- 

The next work was the erection of an Organ in 187?. It 
was. a nearly new instrument, but the action had be^n made 
by an amateur — Mr Parkinson — of whom it was bought for 
thirty-five pounds. It had 246 pipes thus distributed : — 

Bourdon, (8 feet,) 12 pipes^ Principal 54 pipes. 

Stopped Diamson 1.2 ., Fiptbbnth ^4 ^^ 

Claribbl 42 I, Clarion 30 ,, 

Opbn Diapason 42 ,| 

The Orgaq w^s erected in the transept, the seats there 
—no longer reqifired, owii^g to a decrease of nearly forty in 
the populatioa — ^havii^g been remoyed by order of the Vestry. 
The Organ was used first on Trinity Sunday, May 26, 1872* 
7^6 following year, two octaves of German pedals and one 
more pipe to the Bourdon stop were added ; with carriage, 
cost of erection and organ stool, this brought up the total cost 
to £60 12/8. There was an attempt to raise the amount by 
subscription but it was a failure, the sympathy of those who 
are not immediately interestisd can only be excited by some 

W. W. Beach, Esq. i«.p. X 5 o o Thomas Bell, Esq. £200 

J. Silvester, Esq. 500 Rev. G. Hervey . , % % o 

J. Waddington, Esq .500 Miss Perigoe, pft , 2 15 o 

Mrs. Chadwick 500 Mrs. Henrey, sen. 100 

Mrs. Hint « ,500 Mnu Chanington, Ace. 109 
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tale of dire necessity ; the sum raised was only £19 3/-, and 
thaty with two excepticms, was given by residents or persons 
connected with the parish.* 

In 1874, ^^ ^^ determined to restore the tracery in the 
old screen. Tlie screen had to some extent been repaired in 
1843, but there was no tracery except in the doorway, there 
were only the uprights dividing each side into three compart- 
ments* All the openings were now filled with tracery carved 
to correspond with the old. The mortice holes which received 
the rafters of the rood-loft remain, though at present hidden. 

The desk was heavy in appearance and had at each end a 
large round finial, the height and size of the ofEciating priest's 
head ; these were very obstructive, and annoying both to priest 
and people. At a vestry meeting it was resolved to take it 
away and put in its place an oak lectern which had been in use 
for a time at S. Thomas, Upper Clapton. The leaern was in 
position and the tracery in the screen finished for Whitsun- 
diay, May 24^ The tracery, lectern and New Lesson Books 
cost £15 13/-,. provided chiefly by parishioners.t 
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Tlie desk was bought by Mrs. Corry of Ardglass Castle^ 
Down, fireland, for the church of Ardglass, where it waa sent 
in Decemfoer.- 

In the spring of this year, the exterior of the east wall was 
faced with ten inches of flint work carried np from the founr 
datioo to the summit. The wall had long been in a shakey 
condition, and ominous cracks near each angle were gradually 
spreading, and to make matters worse, it was overhanging five 
inches. The angle buttresses whidi, as before stated, were 
doing more hamr than good',, were taken down and new ones, 
two at each angle,^ were carried up along with the facing. The 
wall was finished with Bath stone corbels at the angles, and a 
coping of York stone. The iron gable cross set up in 1 8669 
was removed to the porch and a stone one erected inr its place* 
New and additional outside jambs were constructed round the 
east window ; these were necessary to finish oflTthe new work 
which projected beyond the window. The cost of all this 
work at the east end of the church, including four very strong 
buttresses, was only £49. Not only was the stability of this 
portion of the church now secured, but its appearance was in 
no small degree improved. 

The following year, 1875, ^he north and south walls of 
the chancel were rebuilt. The south wall was especially bad 
and much out of the perpendicular ; one of the windows, too, 
was threatening to fall out. The rubble of which it was built 
was rotten, the mortar mere dust, and there was no other way 
but to take it down and rebuild it^ 
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On April 21, the roof being well shored up and strutted, 
the workmen began to take down the wall. This was not a 
very difficult undertaking, the old wall was only too ready to 
come down. In the process of demolition, the remains of an 
early window and traces of a priest's door were discovered, 
as already mentioned. The piscina was carefully preserved 
and reinstated ; the new windows were made in the same style 
and with the same mouldings as the old thirte^th century 
ones, only, to make both the same width, the eastem-inost was 
made rather wider, the other narrower than the old. The 
recess for a seat under the former window was there before, 
simply perhaps because the priest's door had not been walled 
up higher. 

When the south wall was completed, the roof on the north 
side was propped up and that wall taken down. It was not 
quite so bad as the other but very uneven and unsightly. The 
stone work of the recessed tomb on this side was taken down 
carefully and each stone numbered. The stones of the arch 
were found to have been packed or wedged with oyster shells 
and not slate, as is done now ; so old Will Corps, the mason 
from Alton, who always spoke of the old builders as 'them 
indents,' remarked that oysters must have been more plentiful 
in those days, and that he did not see many of * them things' 
now. 

It was hoped that some discovery would have been made 
when the tomb was taken down, that might have afforded a 
clue to Its history, but it had evidently been disturbed before^ 
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and nothiilg was found but some fragments of Purbeck marUe 
amongst the rubbish — portions of a coffin lid with a chamfered 
edge. 

The arch was built trp as before^ but without the tomb-like 
prcgectton which occupied it ; for under the niche at the eastern 
side there was a short string-moulding ^chamfered on the lower 
edge ^on the opposite side a sinflar one appeared to have been 
brokenr'offr Therefon^ it was assmned that the recess had not 
always been filled, and when the plaster was stripped off the 
so called tomb, it was found to be covered with chamfered 
stones, not in positicxi but laid with the ends to the front. 

The small ancient window before alluded to, was restored, 
but- placed a few inches higher and more to the east, so as to 
allow more space for an additional window between it and the 
screen, similar to the one immediately opposite. 

Here, an interesting discovery was made of whatsis com- 
monly called a squint, or more correctly a lychnoscope, but 
when affording a view of the altar, as it does here from the 
transept, it is called a hagioscope. Whatever might be the use 
of such openings, they were intended to represent symbolically 
the wound in Our Lord's side. In rebuilding the wall this 
opening was preserved, but owing to the sill of the window 
being in the way it was not convenient to retain the original 
height* The opening is now about square, it was originally 
about one third higher, 

A tablet to the memory of two sons of the Rev. Richard 
Bococke, was removed from the south side of the chancel to a 
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posidoQ on the north side under the belfry, and a modem one 
to members of the Cookson family was removed from the north 
side of the chancel to the south side under the belfry* 

When the north and south walls of the chancel were built 
up» the jambs of the east window, which had spread and sup<» 
ported only a brick arch, were taken out with the intention of 
rebuilding them and putting in a pointed arch of Bath stone to 
agree with the window* The jambs had beea taken out about 
half way dowik, when a vevy interestii^ discovery was made ; 

it was found that 
outside them, on 
either hand, were 
the jambs of a 
more ancient wiur. 
dow, and on the 
splay, the remains 
of an old block 
pattern .which had 
been hidden there 
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%mxA SUrck Battnn. 
more thaa five hundred years*. The lines and stems of this 
pattern were red,, the flowers dark green or blue* Only the 
lines of the border remamed, . these showed that each division 
or pattern of it,, clearly marked out by black lines, extended 
over two blocks. When this discovery was made, the work 
was stopped until a consukadon could be held to consider the 
matter. • The first thing was to preserve the design upon the 
aid splay by taking a tracing^ of it. . As to the ancient jambs» 
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soilicient of the springing oi the arch on either side remained 
to show that the space between these jambs must have been 
occupied by two small arches and a two-light window, as re- 
presented on pages 19 and 21. 

After some consideration it was determined to rebuild the 
Jambs in the positicm occupied by die ancient ones, and thus 
obtain an opening about two feet wider and more imposing*. 
This,, with a circular arch overheadf involved the alteration of 
all the stone which had been prepared. The ^masons of course 
profited,, but- it w^s ooly natural that they did not altogether 
approve. of having to alter. woijc that they had taken puns with 
apd fifti^hed, and one of them remarked that if they had been 
qjiicker in the work of demolition, nothing would have been 
known about the older jambs and the psunting, and all would 
have gone on as first set out, without more trouble* Happily 
it turned out otherwise- 

Before building up again, part of the wall under the east 
window was taken down in order to make a recess for a re- 
table or reredoe to be erected at some future time* This recess 
was lined with slate at the back to make a good ground for 
painting upon, proof against damp, if such a mode of decora- 
tion should at any time be desired. An altar ledge was also 
built into the wall having a projection of five inches. 

Some donations foi a reredos were received in 1 87 3, but 
only about sufficient to prepare this position for it.* 

* Richard Foster, Esq. £500 Rer. A. H. Brid^ £300 
W. D. Lindsaiy, Esq. » 10, o 
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In order to complete the interior of the chancel and make 
it both seemly and substantial, part of the east wall was taken 
down and rebailt, and die whole of it was replastered, as well 
as the side waUs.^ The splay of the east window was finished 
with Keene's Cement to obtain a better and more enduring 
surface for painting upon, and lastly the ceiling between the 
rafters was coloured blue. The amount expended this year 
vpon the chancel was £140. 

For the' more reverent celebration of Divine Worship, a 
handsome wainscot-oak altar and credence table were provided 
at a cost of £10 I5/-* Tliese were made by Messrs. Dyer 
of Alton, who executed all the work done at the church this 
year and last. Hangings and some other items cost £12 4/6, 
making the total for the year, £ 162 19/6. 

The chancel was re-opened on Sunday July 18, having 
been closed twelve Sundays. The Sunday services were not 
interrupted^as each Saturday the nave was cleaned and shut ofF 
from the chancel by means of tarpauling lent by Mr. Ell wood. 
The altar cross and candlesticks were given to the church 
in 1875 •» ^^^ former by the Rev. George Hervey, the latter by 
Joho^Donnison, Esq.. 

The annexed is a plan of the church as it was at the end of 
1875, showing the ancient, later, and modern work. There 
is no reason to suppose that the general outline is difFerent to 
what it was of old, save and except that it has one transept 
less. In the interior the nave is forty-two feet six inches long 
and fifteen feet six inches wide. The chancel is eighteen feet 
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long and the same width as the nave. Thus, the total length 
is sixty feet six inches — about four times the width. On the 
exterior, the chancel measures aineteen feet and the transept 
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e^hteen ; the latter projects neaily fifteen feet from the nave, 
or half the length of that part of the nave west of the transept. 
The whole length then is sixty-seven feet ; the width twenty- 
one feet» 

The diancel, with chancel arch, seems to have stood on a 
square measuring twenty-one feet each way. The transepts 
were then set out as squares^ each side eighteen feet» including 
the wsdl common to the nave. Hien the nave was proloi^ed 
twice the length of the projecting arm of the transept. This 
will be more clearly seen^by reference to the plan,, page 19. 

The orientation of the diurch is 14^ to the north ; which 
is nx>t farfrom the point of sunrise on the first of August, the 
day of the Commemoration, this would at any rate be about, 
where the sun^rose above the high ground to the east.. 

Early in 1876^ a low, ornamental wall of open work was 
erected on the south side of the church yard. The variously 
moulded bricks were given by Arthur Scolt,. Esq. of Rother- 
field Park, and the building^^ was psud for by W. Nicholson, 
Esq<. of Basing^ and: the parish.. An irecr fence with gate was 
at the same time put up on the east side,, at a cost of £ 12 lo/. 
Mr. Pusey of Faringdon built the wall,. Messrs. Dyer of Alton, 
put up the fence,, which came from Messrs. Johnson's manu- 
factory. Bbch were completed a few days before the twenty- 
fifth of March, on which day the Bfehop, the Right Reverend 
Harold Browne, held a Confirmation at Colmer. 

The most important work this year was the filling the east 
window with painted glass.. A few donations for the purpose 



Tlie Painted Window. 4 1 

had been received, but wholly insufficient;* they paid for the 
preparation or necessary alteration of the window, and this was 
about all. An appeal in the Winchester Diocesan Calendar ^ which 
the author had edited from its commencement in 1863, met 
with no response. Mr. Owen Carter's window was so heavy 
and the lights so narrow, that there was really no room for 
any figure subject ; so jin inq^ was taken off the mullions and 
cheeks on both sides,, making each light two inches wider. 
This, though not much, effected a surprising change for the 
better and still left very substantial mullions. 

This alteration was not made until the glass was ready for 
insertion, then the heavy iron bars were cut out,t the lights 
made wider and the painted glass put in. This was all done 
in the week before the first Sunday after Trinity, June 1 8. 

The window was painted by C. E. Kempe, Esq. of London, 
and cost £42. The alteration and fixing came to £7 12/-. 
Together, £49 12/-. 

The centre light represents Our Lord after His Resurrec- 
tion ; He is in a white vesture over which is a crimson robe ; 
His hands bear the marks of His Passion, the right is raised in 
the act of blessing, the left sustains a cross from which floats 
a banner ; a cruciform nimbus is about His Head. Below, in 
the same light — as a type of the Resurrection — is a finely 
executed painting of Samson carrying away the gates of Gaza. 

* Mra. Herrey, ten. £ x o o Mr. Ellwood .£100 

Miss Herrey . • 3 3 o Miss Hint 100 

t Bars an inch square, and one upriglit and four or five across in each light, 
^bat coold have induced Mr. Carter to put such bars into so small a window ! 

G 
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As be beara thent upon his shoulders, they are iageirioosly 
made to take the figure of a eross. The city of Gaza sheltered 
by bills, is seeo ia-the background. . Underneath^ is the verse 
of the Easter Carol ^ — 

When Gaza's guards their vigil kept, . 
In Gaza's homes oor Samson slept 

The q.uiet sleep of mortals : 
But rising up at nudnight, tore 
The brazen hinges from the door. 

And bore away the portals. 

J. Matom NtaU, . 

In the l^t to the north, is S. Peter with the keys, and to 
indicate the dedication of the church — S. Peter ad Vtncula — he 
is also represented bearing his chains. In the other light ia- , 
the beloved disciple and apostle S. John» The colouring ia 
harmonious^ and all the details are beautifully worked out and 
invite the closest inspection. The border of & Peter'^s cloak 
is especially to be noted, in the sunshine it appears decked 
with jewels.. The white quarries which form the background ' 
are powdered with the keys. 

A fortmght after the window was put in, the splay was 
decorated with a reproduction of the old block pattern on page 
36. The border had perished, but Messrs. Bell and Almond,. , 
of London^ furnished one which goes admirably well with the 
old design* The reproduction was partly hand-painted, partly 
stencilled in oil colours by J. W. H. Robini, under the direc* 
tion of Messrs. Dyer, and cost £6 2/6. The decoration oi 
the splay has not in the least detracted from the efFea ^ of the 
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pdnced window but increased it ; there is no glare from a mass 
of white on a wide splay, and the subdued colour on it shows 
off to advantage the brighter colours of the glass. Taken as 
a whole, the result is a great success, for the width and height 
of the splay gives to the window a breadth and importance 
which otherwise it would not possess.- 

The history of the various changes and alterations in the 
Church of Colmbr, so far as they are known, is now brought 
down to the present time* It is to be hoped that the work of 
leparation will not stop here-. If thenorth transept is to^be 
pieservedr buttresses must be built at the angles ; these will 
hide from view the oki quoins,, but are imperatively necessary ^ 
the north-east ai^e is especially shaken, and if it gives way 
but a little more, the window on the north must fall in. The 
oLd doorway is in a dilapidated state and stands much in need of 
judicious restoration. The western buttresses are built with a 
perishable stone and will not apparently last many years* The 
porch, built only in 1 843 ». already shows signs of premature 
decay » 

In the interior, many things are needed: — a pavement of 
encaustic tiles in the chancel ; a reredos ; oak stalls ; a cornice 
10 die old screen ; and a more becoming pulpit* 

Some persons may think that instead of repsuring so dilapi- 
dated a building,, the eight hundred and thirty-eight pounds 
expended in the last thirty-five years would have been better 
employed in the erection of a new church ; but setting aside 
the fact — that the sum just named was never available at any 
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one 6tM, bat vas laid ogt, not (»ly as it was wanted, bat as 
it oonld b« spaied or got together, — would any chnrch bnilt 
for a paltry thonBand pounds, be anythiog but a memorial of 
poverty and meanness 2 And it certainly could not have any 
of those pious associations which connect us with past ages, 
and crowding withia and around the walls of die old Sanctuary 
invest ever; statu: of it with a pecaliac interest aod sanctity. 
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Tit oldjeundatim — ha it U net dear 
if^hen it VMt laid — you care not fir tit ytar ; 
On tbit, as farts decayed by timt and storms, 
4,rott these varied dispr^artioned firms. 



U very.troe with regard to most of our andent- 
charchet that we are eatirely igoorant of thar date. . 
Bui the poet is mistaken when he saggests that we 
do not care to know. We are an old-Iore-loving people, and 
we should like to find out if we could the minutest particulan 
respecdng the earliest be^nnings of our old parish chnrches ;. 
we should like to know, not only the year, but the very day 
when the foundatioD was laid ; who assisted at die ceremony t 
w^o provided the money ; and many other details. But as 
we have not got them, we tadtly acquiesce in the obscurity 
which veils the past, and toro to those thbgs which come 
within our knowledge or observattcm. 

It is very difficult to say to what period Prioks Dean 
Qraich should be assigned. It might have been expected 
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when it was nnder repair in 1857, and all the plaster stripped 
off the walls in the interior, that something might have been 
uncovered which would have thrown light upon the many 
changes to which ir has no doubt been aubjected^ but no dis- 
covery of any kind was made* 

If we begin with the chancel, except a. small round-headed' 
piscina on the south Mde^-.there is nothii^ to indicate its age^ 
The east window was a very late Tudor one, square, with a 
label over, and divided by.muUions into four lights ; it was 
only four feet four inches high,^and five feet wide. There is> 
a date on the stucco in the gable above, either 1737 or 1757,. 
this may be when it was plastered ; but if it refers to the 
window, it is ]xax possible that the window may have been* 
removed at that time from the Manor House when some part 
of it was taken* down. • There is only one other window in 
the chancel and that is a short pointed one on die south sider 
close to the chancel arch, looking as if it had been pushed into^ 
a comer by the two monuments on that side. It is very likely 
this was really the case, and if the plaster were removed from 
the wall outside, perhaps some trace of an early window 
nught be found* The same may be said of the north wall ;. 
two monuments on that side cover all the space where we 
should expect to find a window. 

The chancel arch was as old as any part of the church. It 
was quite plain and circular, only nine feet high, from the- 
crown of the arch to the floor, and four feet six inches wide. 
There is nothing particular to be noted about it, as really little 
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femainedy. literally only the arcb, the imposts even were gooe» 
The east wall of the nave had been at some time cut away, 
from one side of the nave to the other^ to a height of seven 
feet, two plates of wood introduced and. the superincumbent , 
weight support^ by four posts. By two plates being, used, • 
it seems as if the wall had been |irst cut half through on one 
side and propped up» and then jthe other half taken away. 
As the chancel arch was narrow^ there may have been open- 
ings to the north and south, as in Ashley church, but of course 
nothing more can now be known^ 

The nave was, a strange mixture of incongruities ; there is 
still on . the noifth side a Norman ^oor^ay with the toothed . 
ffioulding.of ,the peiciod, there was a three-light Perpendicular , 

west window, . a square window on the north, and another on 

» 

ihe south similar but larger, with wooden mullion?* The font 
was a plain oaagonal bowl, without a shaft, standing on some 
rough stones which formed a base no wider than the bowL 

Thus then, there was a chancel arch which may have been 
Saxon ; a Norman doorway ; a font, either Norpaan or Early 
English y a small pointed window of almost any period ; a 
Perpendicular west window •, a Tudor east window ; and two 
others, eighteenth century deformities. 

The- eastern portion of the nave roof was panelled and had 
carved bosses at the intersections of the moulded ribs. The 
whole had no doubt been panels, but the rest had perished 
and a plaster ceiling had been substituted. The panels which 
remained were in. a deplorably dilapidated condition, some of 
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them were dropping out, ribs decayed, and here and there a 
boss was wanting. The external roof must have been allowed 
at some time to get into a very bad state, or the interior 
lining could never have become so rotten. 

The great peculiarity of the church is the inclination of the 
chancel : the nave and chancel are not in a straight line. The 
ground lines of a church represent Our Lord's Body upon the 

Cross. At Treray, Charente Inf^rieure, the 
ground-plan, as represented in the diagram, 
is very peculiar, the choir having a double deviation to sym- 
bolise the inclination of the expiring Saviour's Head. There 
is another curious example of this kind of 
symbolism at S. Hilary's church, at Poitiers, 
where the transepts are not at right angles to the nave, and are 
supposed to symbolise Our Lord's Hands upraised in blessing 
the penitent thief, and depressed in denunciation of the impeni- 
tent one. 

Here, at Priors Dean, the chancel is mdined to the north. 
In general the inclination is to the south, but there are other 
instances of a northern inclination^ as in the choir of Uchfield 
cathedral and elsewhere. The orientation of the nave of Priors 
Dean church is 16^ to the north, that of the chancel 20"" in the 
same direction ; the chancel is therefore inclined to the north 
four degrees more than the nave, and is so much out of the 
strmght line. This deviation is very evident to the eye when 
standing in the nave, and most conspicuous, as will be seen,, 
in the ground plan. 
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The interior dimensions of the diurch are — ^nave, thirty-five 
feet six inches long and fifteen feet wide; chancel, seventeen 
feet six inches long and thirteen feet wide; making the total 
lengthy fifty-three feet. On die exterior, the nave is thirty- 
dght feet six inches long and twenty-one feet six inches wide; 
the chancel is twenty feet long and eighteen feet wide ; total 
length, fifty-eight feet six inches. The two buttresses shown 
in the ground-plan at the south-west angle of the nave are both 
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BBPORB THB ALTERATIONS IN 1857. 

modem ; that on the south is a brick lean-to which has shrunk 
away from the wall and sustains nothing. The south wall is 
much out of the perpendicular, but fortunately the belfry does 
not depend upon the walls for support. 

The belfry or bell-cot forms part of a ponderous timber 
structure or tower, independent of the walls, and rising from 
the floor at the west end of the nave. There is a somewhat 

* The west window should haTe only three lights. 

B 
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similar cooamiction id Margaretdng church, Essex, and there 

are a few other insunces which are geoerally supposed to be 

of SaxoD origin, and may be remains of timber churches, such 

as S. Mary's, Chichester. Four main piers of stout oak timber, 

standing on a footing raised a little above the floor of the nave, 

•opport heavy cross beams upon which the belfry is ereaed. 

FiiMn the piers, on the east, north, and south sides, spring 

braces which meet in the centre 

• of the longitudinal beams and 

form pointed arches. On the 

west, there had been a unular 

arrangement, as the mortice 

holes in the timbers prove, but 

the old braces have sometime 

been removed and shorter ones 

substituted. It is said that 

some of the old timbers were 

Cimbr Cafaa, $non 5«w. ^^^^^ j^ ((,. last century, if 

■o, no doubt the alteration was made then. The sketch shows 
the structure with the original braces at the west, and the dd 
Perpendicular window. 

Two very fine-toned bells hang in the floor above, which 
is wholly within the roof of the nave, the larger bell has only 
the date, ' 1 703' upon it ; the smaller one has — 

RICHARD GRAKE C'W I703 

If any important alteration has been made in the bdfry, it may 
have been when these bells were cast. 
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Near the end of the last century the floor of the belfry was 
in a bad state,, this is evident from a very serious accident 
which happened about that time and might have been fatal. 
The late Mr. Steele of Froxfield» when a boy, and spending 
some of his holidays at the Manor House, Priors Dean, with 
Mr. Richard Silvester, was one day looking for birds' nests ia 
the belfry, when the floor gave way and he fell on to the pave- 
ment of the church beneath. He recovered from this severe 
fall and the fractures and injuries received, and liv/ed to a good 
old age. 

From a Vestry Book of the present century, we learn that» 
as at G>lmer, there were repsdrs and patchings-up. Omitting 
years when less than two pounds was spent, we find that the 
following sums were expended : — 

1814 £ 7 14 8 1840 £ 3 13 4 

1825 22 17 5 1841 5 12 ot 

1829 12 13, 3* 1848 3 12 o 

1834 4, 5 2 

In 1849, the roof being in a very bad state,^ it w^ found 
necessary to repair it thoroughly. Mr. Dyer, of Alton, w^s 
requested to give an^ estimate, and he undertook to execute the 
repairs of the roofs of the nave and belfry for £73 10/-, this 
tender was accepted and the work was completed that year. 

Mr. Dyer was paid in two instalments — the proceeds of a 
two-shilling church rate collected, half in 1849, half io 1850.^ 

^ This indudeg £4 for Altar Cloth and Service Books« 
f Something included for binding Church Books. 
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Nothing was done to the interior, which was in a most 
miserable condition. The chancel was almost unusable^ indeed 
for some years before 1852, the Communion Office^ when there 
was no Celebradon^ was said at a desk in the nave. It wa» 
very dampr and the pavement which was uneven and lower 
than the nave^ was the resort of frogs which found a harbour 
imder the rotten flooring of the pews and were frequently to^ 
be seen by half-dozens crouching in a comer. The passage ta* 
it was almost blocked up by the pews v< a pew door left opent 
entirely closed it:- The open space above the pews under the 
propped-op wall was only two feet high and disfigured by the* 
four posts. It is almost impossible ta conceive anything more- 
inconvenient and unsightly. 

The sketch on the next page is an attempt to give some 
idea of the appearance of the church. Decay was manifest in 
the falling, panels of the ceiling above, in the remains of the 
fioori^g below^ and in the cnmibling plaster of the walls on 
every ride. Ugliness was rampant ; looking eastward, there 
was the maimed east wall of the nave on crutches ; behind, at 
the west, there was an irregular gallery o( undisguised deal 
which served no purpose, the space beneath being used only 
for lumber ; and on either hand a window, which would have 
disgraced a cottage, lighted the dismal prospect. 

And then the pews I Here ugliness and discomfort went 
hand in hand. They were of various shapes and sizes, with 
little method in the arrangement, as may be seen by turning ta 
die ground plan, page 49. There was in this uncouth group* 
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BEFORE THE ALTERATIONB OP l857> 

the maximDin of selfishness with the minimuin of comfort.. 
We caanot now understand how people managed to balan^ 
themselves upon a shelf nine inches wide, called a seat, in a 
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painfully erect posidoa enforced by the high and straight backs 
of the pews. 

But worse than all» the building was unsafe. The former 
rector, the Rev.. J. B.JBoume, considered the east wall of the 
nare so insecure that he did not like to be in the church when 
the bells were rung. He gare notice to the churchwarden, 
that he should hold the parish responsible for any injury the 
chancel might, receive in the event of the wall falling. These 
fears were not ima^nary, for the plates underneath were too 
weak for the superincumbent weight, and the south-eastern 
comer of the nave abutting on the wall appeared to. be giving 
way in consequence of alateral pressure. 

In 1856^ the restoration of the church was d^ermined 
upon and steps were taken to raise the necessary funds. It was 
agreed to include the restoration of the chancel and the rest of 
the church in one contract, the rector undertaking to pay his 
riiare. No clergy were asked to contribute to the funds, and 
Archdeacon Wigram, in a letter, ssdd '* you have judged aright 
in not asking the clergy to aid, as they are overburdened with 
their own charges.** 

By the end of the year, enough money had been promised 
to justify the commencement of the work. Mr. Owen Carter 
and Mr. J. G>lson, both Winchester architects, were applied to 
and the latter was commissioned to prepare the plans for the 
restoration. Mr. Colson paid his first visit to the church on 
January 23, 1857, and the plans were ready to put before the 
Church Building Societies on February 14. The architect's 
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estimate was £3149 for new chancel arch, buttress, windows, 
open seats, pavement, and a shingled spire. The Incorporated 
Chnrch Building Society made a grant of £35, and the Hamp* 
shire Diocesan Society promised £20. The parish gave by 
Church Rate, £25, and the landowners were represented by 
a donation of £10, from Winchester College; the other pro- 
prietors — the Rev. Dr. English, and Sir James Tichbome, (a 
Roman Catholic,) — did not contribute anything. 

Some little time was lost while the plans were under the 
consideration of the Societies and the Bishop, and some altera* 
dons had to be made in them. A Reading Desk in the nave 
was insisted on, for the absurd reason, that 00 aqrount of the 
length (shortness?) of the nave, the people might not hear the 
prayers if said in the chancel. All being at last settled, tenders 
were invited by advertisement in the Builder of May 2, and 
the plans and specification were left for a week for inspection 
at Colmer Rectory, and at the architect's office, Winchester. 
The following tenders were received : — 

With Spire. WidiOttL 

Minchin and Weatherspoon, 

Petersfield, 
Loe and Son, Guildford, 
Reynolds, Aldershot, 
Hall, Bramdean, 
Coney, Lx>ndon, 
Gover, Winchester, 

Thus there was a wide difference between the highest and 
lowest tender, but a remarkable unanimity of opinion jis Xq 
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the cost of the spire; in two instances it is put at thirty-five 
pounds, and in three, at forty-one pounds. Mr. Cover's being 
the lowest tender, was accepted for the whole, and on June 
8, the work of clearing away the old pews, gallery, etc was 
begun, and continued until the church was left entirely bare. 

The new work was not commenced until July 13. The 
most important part of the restoration was to build up some 
portions of the east wall of the nave that had been removed, 
and then introduce a laiger arch» Mr. Cover was afraid to cut 
away die old wall for this purpose on account of its state, so 
he took the whole of it down and rebuilt it. The new chancel 
arch is of good proportion^ it is semicircular and rests upon 
chamfered imposts which are supported on semi-cylindrical 
columns with Norman capitals, two in each pier; the whole 
well executed in Caen stone. The opening is now eight feet 
wide, and thirteen feet high. To render the building safe, a 
strong buttress was built in cement at the south-east comer of 
the nave. A three-light east window was inserted in the place 
of the Tudor one. The small window on the south side of the 
chancel was repsdred. Three new windows were put in the 
nave; one, a two-light west window in the place of the Per« 
pendicular one which was to have been restored but was found 
to be past repair. All the new work was in the Norman style 
as most in accordance with the old remains — the piscina, the 
old chancel arch, and the doorway. A plaster ceiling in the 
chancel was taken down and both nave and chancel roofs were 
plastered between the rafters.. The few bosses and moulded 
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ribs that remained of the panelled ceiling weie fixed under the 
belfry. The walls throughout were re-plastered. Open seats 
of deal, stained and Tamished, replaced the pews ; these were 
made after the pattern of an ancient one found in one of the 
pewSy only without canred ends, and with slightly sloping 
backs. This old oak seat was repdred and placed within the 
Sanctuary for sedilia. The chancel was paved with red and 
black tiles. Altar rails, cut out of one of the old beams, were 
fixed upon iron standards. Three tie beams were taken away ; 
one from each side of the chancel arch, and one in the chancel 
for which an iron rod was substituted. 

The old font was without any decided character, a rough 
stone with a vein of sand running through it, a new one was 
therefore provided of Bath stone, an octagonal bowl on a cylin- 
drical shaft, standing on two steps. The«old font was buried 
in the north-west corner of the church yardi 

On the exterior, in addition to the new buttress, there was 
the spire. This was made twenty-five feet high and covered 
with shingle. The roof was taken off the belfry and another 
stage added of smaller diameter than the one below, shown in 
the figure, page 50, and on this the spire was built* . A stone 
cross was placed on the gable of the chanceL. A new porch 
was erected in the place of a very mean weather-boarded one. 

There were several extras ; the Reading Desk was im- 
proved by some carving to the extent of thirty shillings ; the 
ceiling under the belfry cost four pounds ; a string course 
under the east window made out of the old mullions, was an 

I 
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extra %. the font and cover cost nine pounds \. and the porch 
was twenty-four pounds. Some other extras brought up Mr.. 
GoYer'v bHl to £256 ^ the architect's commission and travelling 
expeoces were £16 17/6 ;, some fittings and sundries, includ' 
ing a small Harmonium^ came to £25 18/— ,> making a total of 
£298 15/6. 

The Church Rate and the grants from the two Societies 
amounted to £80 v the Donations were £218 15/6 ^* of this< 
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And thr Church Reopened. S9 

sum, £120 were received in answer to a first appeal of which 
three hundred copies were sent out in Advent 1856, the rest 
was recdved after a second appeal in the following Lent. All 
the donors not livii^ in the county of Hants, with about six 
exceptions, were friends or connexions of those immediately 
interested. 'The first appeal was to this effect : — 

*' Tour attention is earnestly requested to the peculiar cir- 
cumstances under which diis appeal, on behalf of the restoration 
of PricMTs Dean Church, is made to a few of the Laity, who are 
known by their good works and alms deeds to be supporters 
of our most Holy F»th, and restorers of that which is broken 
down. 

** The united parish of Colmer and Priors Dean has no 
resident landowner, and nearly the whole belongs to Sir James 
Tichbome, who is a. Romaa Cadiolic,. no aid therefore can be 
obtained from that quarter. The tenant farmers of Priors 
Dean raised £75 by a Church Rate in 1 850, which was ex- 
pended in necessary external repairs. The legal and parochial 
resources being thus exhausted, help is earnestly solicited to 
complete the restoration of the church internally. Its dilapi- 
dated state is such that it is impossible to celebrate Divine 
Service with that propriety which reverence towards God re- 
quires, and which may impress the worshipper with those 
holy feelings which are due to the Ahnighty in His House of 
Prayer." 

Priors Dean Church was re-opened on Sunday, October 
18, S. Luke's Day. The church was crowded notwithstanding 
k was an extremely wet day *, all the parishioners, and some 
strangers, were anxious ta see the old church in its renovated 
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■ntp. The opening wu necessarily on Sunday and without 
pietension. It waa impossible to make any great demooatra- 
tioa. The parish lanes are so rough that no church dignitary 
could be iftrited to grace the ceremony, nor was it possible to 
preride a luncheon >o for from the Rectory House. Thus the 
opening was strictly a parochial a&ir ; persons accustomed to- 
fine chnrches and architectural beauties,, if they had been in- 
vitedr would have seen little to-admire intbe^hao^le Building, 
bnt to chose who knew it in its former rainous and forlorn 
flonditicMi, it was dignified and imposing. 

& the wxrhnen vtnt^ht and the vxri war perfected by them, 
mti thej tet the Hme ^ GoD in Us ttatt and itrtngthentd it.* 

nchtDo-XXiv, ij,- 
* Tnt of dw Scmon pnadieil at die te-opeOiog. 




THE RECTORY HOUSE AND SCHOOL. 

Net nev) and sbewj, tior yet old and mean, 
b stands retired amid a shade ^ green 
Un/Kticed — save that trees ^ kjtf height 
Mart from the neighiouring hills its peacefiil site. 

HE preseat Rectory HoDSe, or the greater part of it, 
was buUt by Mr. Cookson in the year 1800. Miss 
CooksoD, hia daughter, told the writer that it cost 
£4000, but it is difficult to understand how so large a sain 
could bare been expended upon it, especially when we take 
into consideration, that one wing belongs to an older house,, 
and that some of the materials were brought firom Hartley 
House, which was then being pulled down. 

The ground plan of the new house, as constructed by Mr. 
Cookson, was the shape of an H, of' which the western wing 
is part of an older building. In this wing a staircase and two 
floors are oak , the south, west, and part of the east walls of 
it are old, but cased to harmonize with the new work. The 
north wall is entirely new. It is impossible to guess how hx- 
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the dd house extended to the north or east. Where the old 
pan joins the new» there is no party-wall but only a wooden 
partition, apparently belonging to the old house^ 

The stone pavement in the entrance haU, which is similar 
ID pattern to that in- the choir of Winchester Cathedral, came 
from Hartley House^ as well as the four oak doors opening out 
of the hall^ Some very heavy oak timbers in the roof have 
probably come from the same place, unless they were in the 
did Rectory, for new beams such a& these would not easily 
have been procured in the year l8oo. 

The basement of Mr. Cookson's house had cellars under 
each wing connected by an arched passage supported by three 
pillars under the haU. If diese are part of the older house, 
which IS not improbable,, they will indicate the extent of the 
old house eastward which, on this supposition, must have had 
a ground plan like this I*. On the ground floor there were 
four rooms, and the large entrance hall which is fourteen feet 
by twenty-four. There were five rooms on the first floor, and 
five attics aboee^ 

Mr. Cookson planted trees about the house, but it is not 
known which, except that persons remember the seven elms 
on the north side of the church yard being planted in 1 800. 

In 18^5, Mr. Fowler made extensive alterations. He built 
out a bow of three windows on the north of the eastern wing, 
thereby adding about six feet to the north rooms on both 
floors, which after this enlargement measured fifteen feet by 
twenty-four. The fire-places being inconvenient at the end of 
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these rooms, he removed them from the east to the west side ;. 
two windows oil the east were blocked up being no longer 
wanteds The ceiling of the room on the first floor was carried' 
ttp into the roof, in order to make a lofty drawing room and* 
a room above was in consequence destroyed. The space on 
the north between the wings was more than filled up by the 
addition of two small rooms, one on the ground floor and one 
on the floor above. Mr. Fowler also re-roofed the whole, and 
built a rain-water tank measuring eighteen feet by nine feet 
and ten feet deep, containing io,ooo gallons ; he also made a 
cess-pool some distance from the house, to which he carried 
the drainage. These alterations and additions were executed 
by Mr. Dyer of Alton, at a cost of £ 1900. 

In the short time Mr. Fowler was at Colmer he made a very 
great improvement in the approach to the house by cutting 
down a hill and filling up a hollow in the road just below the 
house ; this work which was a great and permanent advantage 
to the parish cost £ loo. In^ making this alteration, Mr. Fow- 
ler extended the boundary of the Rectory garden a little on 
the south by taking in a few feet of waste land adjoining. The 
drive up to the house which had been between two cedars in 
the front, was now removed a little lower down. A belt of 
firs, larches, beeches and other trees was planted round the 
meadow by the house as a protection from the north wind, and 
many ornamental ones were also planted about the garden. 

Nothing much was done at the house from 1839 to 1852. 
Mr Bourne built a laundry, which already reqnires re-buildingy» 
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and a harness room, and painted all the doors and windows of 
the house black, which proceeding gave it a most dismal and 
poverty-stricken appearance. Mr^ Bourne's chief work was 
the restoration of the church in 1843, already described, and 
the building a school-room, to which we shall come presently. 

From 1852 to the present time, the repairs of the house and 
out-buildings,^ induxling improvements, have averaged exactly 
£}4 8)1. 2^ a year. The principal works are set forth below 
in order, so that it may be seen some few years hence how they 
have withstood the ravages of time. 

In 1854, - ^ ^^^ ^^ brick wall was built round the stable- 
yard iff^the^phceof a wooden fence, this with new gate posts 
cost £20. 

A new entrance, filling up the space between the wings on 
the south, was built in 1858. It was designed by Mr. Colson. 
Two tenders were sent in for the work, one from Mr. Loe for 
£62, the other from Mr. Cover was £47 lo/~, this latter was 
accepted. It was begun November 24, and Wished December 
22. The fk>or is paved with Maw's tiles of handsome design; 
the front is wood and glass. With extras and the architect's 
commission the total cost was — * £57 o o 

1 86 1. Three new attic windows, 15 o o 

1862. New piggeries, 20 lo 9 
„ Greenhouse with hot water apparatus, 73 6 9 

1863. Fence between the garden and the road, 24 14 II 

1864. Wall on the west side of the garden,. 27 15 7 
1867. New Entrance gates and posts, 6 IJ o 
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1867. The Stables nearly all re-built; new pavement and. 
stalls ; a substantial loft ; barge-board to the east gable, and the 
roof finished with ornamental ridge tiles. Mr. Colson furnished > 
the plans and spedfication, and Mr. Wakeford, of Hawkley, ^ 
executed the work in a satisfactory manner ; and much credit 
is due to two of his men with peculiar names— ^Cockshot, car- 
penter, of Hawkley, and Hogsflesh, bricklayer, of Liss, who 
are clever and diligent workmen. They were also employed 
at the church in 1 866, and at the school in 1869. Mr. Colson's 
estimate was £ 1 36 lo/- the actual cost was £ I47 5 6 

1 87 1. Ogee Iron rain water gutters round 
the house, to replace worn-out copper,. U I XI 

1874* Window sashes and frames repaired, 
plate glass inserted in nine, unused windows 
bricked up, porch to back door, house coloured, 68 2 o 

„ New cow house, tool house, and cart 
shed ; brick built, slated, ornamental ridge tiles,.. I02 o o 

1877. Galvanized Iron house, 30 17 o 

„ New roof to Coach House, chimney 
built, new floor of Portland cement, 59 12 o 

The total cost of repairs and improvements in twenty-six 
years has been £895 13/5. 

The house covers a space 57 feet by 45 feet and stands in 
five acres of ground. Three acres of this are pasture, and the 
remsuning two are occupied by the flower and kitchen gardens, 
buildings, and yards. The garden appears larger than it really 
is, because, on account of the trees and shrubs, it is impossible 

K 
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to «ee more than a part of it at one time, and do its extent is 
rendered indefinite ; as new views are condnnally opening out 
during a walk through it, the eye leads the imagpiation astray, 
and k is judged rather by its diversity than by its dimensions. 

There are four fine Cedars on the lawn before the house 
which must be more than a hundred years old, as the oldest 
inhabitant can only remember them as large trees. A few or- 
namental trees have been added since 1852, and many others 
have been cut down^ .or the garden would have been com^, 
pletely overgrown as the young trees* grew up and extended 
their branches. . 

The glebe is about thirty acres in three parcek, one by the 
house, another a quarter of a mile off, and the third half a mile 
away. The measurements according to the Ordnance Survey 
are as follows : — 

No. oomsp. Detcriptloo. , 

50 Church and Grave-yard, 

51 Pasture, 

52 House, garden etc 
91 Common allotment, 
92 
93 

lol Fosters, 



n 99 

•• 9t 



102 „ 

103 

127 Priors Dean Church Yard, 



or 30 acres and 4 poles. 



Acns* 


Total, 


•666 




3-217 


• 


2-034 


5-917 


4-992 




5-322 




1-625 


"•939 


2-998 




2-617 




6-194 


11*809 


-548 


•548 


Total, 


30-213 
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Nmnber 91 is not exactly as when first allotted, for when 
the allotment was made no road was provided to Becksteddle 
Fann, the Rector therefore gave a portion on the west of one 
enclosure for the purpose, in return for an addition of half an 
acre on the north. Some misapprehension about this exchange 
led Sir James Tichbome to set up a claim in 1856, to the 
comer piece numbered 93, and to exercise rights of ownership 
over it ; some sheep belonging to his tenant were seized upon 
the land and impounded* After this the matter was for some 
time in the hands of the lawyers, the copy of the Common 
Enclosure was consulted, and it was found that not only was 
the claim set up without any foundation, but that if the original 
allotment were reverted to, the road to Becksteddle would be 
lost. Under these circumstances. Sir James Tichbome with-^ 
drew the daim, paid all expenses, and so the affair tenranated. 

i^OLMEB. and PkiORS Dean National School was built in 1843 
on part of the ground on which the Tithe Bam formerly 
stood. Miss Cookson said that this ground went with the 
glebe when Mr. Fowler became rector, but Mr. Boume gave a 
part of it for the school as his private gift, and sold the rest.- 
The conveyance of the school site to the Rectors of Colmer 
and East listed was signed January 18, 1843, and enrolled in 
Chancery on Febuary lo.* 

* I the Rer. John Bury Bourne of Colmar in the County of Southampton, Clerk, 
under the authority of an Act paned in the Session held in the fourth and fifth 
years of her Majesty Queen Victoria intituled "an Act for affording further facili- 
ties for the conyeyance and endowment of sites for schools," Do liereby freely and 
▼ohuuarily,and without any vahmble oonsideradon, grant and convey to the Rer. 
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The piece of ground is about loo feet long with a meao^ 
width of 44 feet, and a frontage to the road of 63 feet. The 
school-room is 25 feet by 18 feet 2 inches and is 1 1 feet high 7 
it has an area sufficient for fifty-six children, according to the 
requirements of the Education Department. The total length 
of the school buildings, including the teacher's house and two- 
porches^ is 51 feet ; the cost was £ 185^. of which the National 
Society contributed £30. The teacher's house is not worthy* 
the name ; it consists of two small nooms only on the ground! 

Joaeph Cotton Wigram, Rector of the parith of E«t Tisted in the said County, 
and mytelf the raid John Bury Bounie, Rector of the parish of Cohnar and Prior»- 
dean, and his and my socoesaoFS Rectors of the said parishes of East Tisted and: 
Colmar and Priorsdean for tlie time being. All that piece or plot of land containing 
twenty rods, be tlie same more or less, situate at Colmar aforesaid near the Church 
there and bounded on the north by the highway leading from Colmar Church in 
the direction of Alresfoi^ od the' south and east by land belonging to Sir Henry 
Joseph Tidibome, Baronet, and on the west by land belonging to myself the said 
John Bury Bourne, Together with the appurtinances thereto belonging and all my 
right, tide and interest in to or out of the said piece or parcel of land intended to 
be hereby assured and erery peit thereof To hold the same unto and to the use of 
the said Joseph Cotton Wigiam and myself the aid John Bury Bourne and his 
and my successors Rectors for the time -being' of the said parishes of East Tisted 
and Colmar and Priorsdean. for the purposes of the said Act and to be applied as a 
site for a school for poor persons of and in the said parishes of Coimar and Priors- 
dean and for the residence of tiie Schoolmaster and Schoomistress of the said School 
and for no other purpose whatsoever, such school to be always in union with the 
National Society for promoting the education of the poor in the principles of the 
Established Chui^h and conducted according to its principles and for the further-^ 
ance of it» ends and designs, tlie school to be under the entire management, control 
and direction of myself the said John Bury Bourne the present and every succeed- 
ing Rector of the said parishes of C<^ar and Priorsdean for ever or of the Rector 
of the raid parish of Colmar and his successors, should the Living at any time be 
divided. And which said school shall be opev at all reasonable times to the Inspec* 
tors for the time being app<rfnted in conformity with Her Majesty's Order in 
Council dated the tenth day of August one thousand eight hundred and forty. 
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floor, and the one which is the bed-room is a mere closet, it 
has been inhabited by one teacher only ; all the other teachers 
have been lodged at the Rectory or the school must have been 
dosed* but diis can only be regarded as a temporary expedient 
and another house will have to be built.. 

The school buildings were ori^ally covered with thatch 
which, in consequence of the frequent repairs required, was a 
oontinual expense ; the thatch was entirely renewed in 1857, 
at acost of £4 15s for rods and labour, and the farmers of the 
two parishes gave five tons and a quarter of straw. In 1868, 
k was again so bad that mere temporary repairs in order to get 
through the winter cost £3^ The barge^4x)ard and finial were 
decayed in consequence of the thatch not having kept out the 
weather and the repair cost £7. It was then detemuned to tile 
the roof and Mr. Colson was asked to prepare the plans and 
specification^ His estimate for tiles, slate rain-water tank, and 
gutters was £57, or for tiling only, £41 15s. Subscriptions 
being solicited, W. Nicholson, Esq. m.p. contributed £13 3s, 
and J. W. Scott, Esq., the Rev. T. Hervey, and the National 
Society, £ lo each. The Education Department also made a 
grant of £r8 5s. The work was executed in 1869, by Mr. 
Wakeford who undertook to do the whole for £58 5s ; the 
total cost with architect's commission was £61 1 8s. 

The number of children in the school has never exceeded 
twenty-five and has been as low as seven. In a very small 
population the number of children of a school age is very fluc- 
tuating and averages completely fail ; there are too always some 
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children who never go to school, the Law says they must, but 
who is to enforce the law in a little, out-of-the-way village ? 
The parish priest is not a policeman, and our Legislators have 
nothing to do with the working of Acts of Parliament, they are 
content so long as they have the pleasure of making them in 
endless variety. 

The annual expenses of the school of late years have been 
about £40, towards which Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Scott, and 
Winchester College — the owners collectively ©f 788 acres — 
contribute together £15 los, the remaining 22.15 ^<^^^ are not 
represented in the School Subscription List. 

A list of tKe teachers is given below with the dates when 

they respectively commenced their duties,, and the reports of 

H. M. Inspeaors.* 

Mrs. Rich, date unknown^ 

Clara Pools, November 15, 1852. 

Angbuna. Brinckman, February 14, 1853.^ 

Jane Llotd, October 10, „ 

Charlotte Rose, September 24, 1855. 

" j1 small village Sciool held in a fairly suitable building , with 

thatched roaf^ brick jloor and wall desks»\ The teaching is good and 

the children seem to be profiting by their schooling J* 

Rev. W. Wauurton, July 18, 1S5S. 

Fannt Chandler, September 27, 1858. 

" A satisfactory little School" Rev. R. £. Hvgomb, April 28, 1859. 

* Before 1 872, the school was never inspected except for the purpose of a grant, 
which was nuule only when the teacher was certificated, or provisionally certificated. 
Ten grants averaged £6 js each ; a fourth part was paid to the teacher.. 

f Parallel Desks were substituted in 1870.. 
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Sarah R Wood, January 2, i860. 

Mart Anns Gardner, January 6, 1862. 

Fannt Covbntrt,* January 5, 1863. 

<< Jhis iittU School is nicdy conducted:* 

*\The children are quiet y orderly and clean^ and not backward in 
their attainments,** Rer. W. Wauukton, June 8, 1863 and Febmrj 5, 18^ 

Mart Anne Gardner, ten^.X September .26» 1864. 
Rosetta Maria Hart,! Jani:^ary 2, 1865. 

*^.Tbis if a tidy little School and seems likely to do ^ifell under the 
present mistress,** Rev. W. Wauubtoii, January, 17, 1865. 

Mart WicKEN8,t June 26, 1865. 

'' The School seems likely to do nvell under the present ,tea^hfrr 

'* This little School i^pears to ie making very fin$ progress^* 

Rer. W. WAUcraTON, Pebmaiy 8, 1866. and January 19, 1867. 

^^This small and retired country 'School is judiciously conducted — 

and does its work quite satisfactorily^* 

Rev. W. CAitnELL, January 50, 1868. 

Sblina McBEAN,t September 21, 1 868. 

**Thif retired School is kindly and efficiently conducted — the in^ 

struction given seems amply to suit the wants of the locality,** 

Rev. W. Campbell, January 15, 1869. 

Mrs. Hbrvet, pro tfm, January 3, 1870. 

Miss Rtmer, temporary^ January lo, „ 

" This retired country School is still doing its work very satisfac' 
torily, A good new tiled roof has been substituted for the former 
thatched one J* Rev. W. Campbkel, January 18, 1870. 

Luct HoopER,t February 14, 1870. 

* Certificated. f Provisionally Certificated, 

t A teacher liad been engaged but the Education Department would not sanc- 
tion tlie appointment because her arithmetic was not good. 






72 Ttachers, and Inspectors Reports. 

" This small country Sciool is still well looked after ; the children 
are dean and well mannered^ and the results <f the instruction are 
satisfactory.^ Rer. W. CAimELL, March 3. 1871. 

Sarah Rosb, March 13, 1871. 

Rebecca Cooper, temporary^ July 31, 

Mart Anne Gardner, October 2, 

'^ The (Bsc^Kne of the School is good' and the Reading is fair. The 

Writifig and (especially) the Arithmetic are very unsatisfactory* The 

children have not been taught to take down numbers from (UctationJ* 

T. W. Danbt, Em|. January 9, 1871, 

^' This iSminutive School appears to be fairly conducted^* 

Rer. R. Wilde, January 29, 1878. 

In the above Reports, the changes seem to be rung on a 
few words. But all is said that can be,, and one can only admire 
the way in which men of high attainments come down to the 
level of little village chfldren,^ and show their sympathy in a. 
very humble work. The only shadow is Mr. Danby's Report. 
He had just been appointed an Inspector under the new Act, 
the children were strange to him, he was not less strange to 
them, and they did not understand one another. 




THE PARISH REGISTERS. 

Far Jrom the mad£i^ erawd't ignehle ttrifi 
Their teter wisiej never learned to ttrt^^ 

Ahig the cool ttquertered vale of life 

Tbej kept tie noitelets tenor ef their v/aj. 

Orat*( Elmt. 

ARISH REGISTERS for Weddings^ Christeningi, 
and Buryiogs, were provided by order of Caoil- 
WBLL, Earl of Essex, in the thirtieth year of king 
Henry VUI. (1538.) The oldest Priors Dban Register Book 
commencea with I539» " early therefore as probably any R^ 
gtster in the Kingdom, and cootsuns all entries down to 176X. 
The oldest Register for the parish of Colmer does not com- 
meoce until 15631 uid comes dovm also to 1762. Both these 
Re^sters measure ll^ inches by 4 inches and are in parch- 
ment covers. Tlie cover of the Colmer book, is a folio of an 
illuminated Service Book and has 00 it a portion of an Office 
set to music, for Ascension Day, as these words indicate : — 

^. Videntibus iUis, elevatus est, et nubes suscepit eum in 
celu alleluya. ||t. Laudaie. 
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The (dd Latin Service Book being no longer wanted wa». 
destroyed, and Ascension Day was no doubt forgotten y even< 
now, it seems impossible to revive the observance of it, not- 
withstanding the greatest efforts.. 

In the margin of the page there is a Rebus,, most probably,. 
of the transcriber's name %, it is the figure of a Deer with the 
letters •VN* over, and *HIL* below, obviously intended for 
* Underhill,' an ancestor perhaps of John Underbill, who in 
152 1 was chaplain to the king and Canon^ of Westnunster. 

As the Priors Dean Re^ster starts with the earliest date,. 

we will beg^ with it and make some extracts,, after copying 

at length the two first pages. 

^ me Tho, Hardwarei, 

Inctpit Registrii nomna continens natorii baptizatoru de Priors^ 
deane parocbia, viz. Cit parentu nomsbq :: [nominibusqueQ sitnulac 
itKorum nolo [nominal ; ac etiam defunctoru nota .*r sectddHt edictu 
eJBtUf anno regni regit Henrici Octavi trigesimo •*:* 

Anno Domini 1538* Baptizatoru noia. 

Sexto die ^^uarij baptizata erat Margeria Nulin filia 
Richs. Nulin. 

It. dedmo die ^^^uarij baptizata erat ^ohannis Compton 
filius ^hannis Compton. 

It* 9° die baptizata erat ^hana Maye filia Thoms Maye.. 

It. octavo ^unij baptizata erat Alicia Belle filia Willmi 
Belle. 

* Here begins the Register containing tlie names of those bom and baptized in 
the parish of Priorsdeane with the names of the parents, together with tlie names 
of those married and also tlie names of the deceased, according to an edict set 
liorth in tlie thirtieth year of the reign of iiing Henry the Eighth*. 
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Anno Donj 1539. 

Quarto novebris, baptizatus erat Richs Baker filius 
^ohannis Baker. 

Decembris 20, baptizatus erat Richs Sanders filius 
Robert! Sanders. 

Augufti 27^ baptizatus erat ^Jbhannes Maye filius Those 
Maye. 

Eode die baptizata fuit Cibilla Maye ejusde fllia Thomx 
Maye. 

mo die novebris baptizata erat Beyle filia 

Gulielmi Beyle. 

Novebris 25*" baptizatus fuit Thomas Compton filius ^o- 
hannis Compton. 

Die circufitionis anno vt fupra* baptizata fuit Margeria 
Baker filia Gulielmi Baker. 

An6> D^j 1540. 

Decimo die menfis Februarij baptizatus erat Gulielmus 

Helyer filius Gulielmi Helier. 

Octavo Aprilis baptizata erat Joanna Nulin filia Rchs 

Nulin. 

Ano Domi 1544* 

Februarij nono baptizatus erat Oliverus Baker filius 
Wylim Baker. 

Thomas Maye filius Thomas Maye baptizatus erat 27° feb- 
ruarij. 

^oaes Bele filius Gulielmus Beale baptizatus erat feptimo 
decebris. 

Margeria Sander filia Roberti Sander baptizata erat 7" 
Aprilis. 

* It wu the custom before 1752, to begia the year on the 25th of March; in the 
early entries the years are given so irregularly tfaftt it is difficult to fix the date. 
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These are the first two pages \ the entries on them, as well 
as OB the next nine pages, seem to have been irregularly copied 
from another book, for after the year 1546, there are fonr 
entries nixier 1544, and one dated 1545 v we then go regularly 
through twenty entries from 1555-68^ when we come to two 
earlier entries oi. 1544 ^^^ ^545 before 1570. Again,., after 
one entry of the year 158 1, and beginning a new page on the 
right handy, we have the following note by the transcriber and 
some important entries : — 

The trew note cf the oulde Register by me Thomas Hardware,' 

Eatherene Compton-the daughter of Mr.^Jhon Compton 
gentleman,, was boorne the viijth daye of Januarie, and was 
baptyzed the xxijth daye of the same monthe Ano dmi m. d^ 
Ixxiij th. 

JhoD Q>mpton^ fonne of Jhon Compton gentleman,, was 
baptyzed the i^di daye oi July in the yere oi our lorde God 
m»d.lxxvth» 

Elyzabeth Ccmipton daughter of Jhon Compton gentleman 
was baptyzed the xxvij th of marche Ano dni m. d. Ixxvij th. 

Margaretha Compton filia Jphais Compton gentleman,** 
nafdte die mw..,. drdter hora decima noctis, vicefEmo Au^* 
gufti Ana dni. m^^d.lxxTiijdi et baptizata fuit 27'' Augufti. 

Ales Compton daughter of Jhon Compton gentleman was 
bourne the 20th of november mane circiter hora 5 And wa» 
baptyzed the 24th of the same month In the yere of our lord 
God 1580. 

It will be seen that the entries are sometimes in Latin, some* 

times in English ; with two exceptions they now are in English 

*^ In this and the preceding entries, « gentleman" has been afterwards inserted^-. 
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till 15859 when we again come to Ladn entries for five years, 
written for three years in a small, neat and modem hand with 
very few contractions, and for two. years — 1588-99 >n the old 
character, some of the letter^ qf which are similar to German 
Text. A short t and German A were so like the letter y that 
the word the came to be written f» 

In 1583, the word cbrutemd is used instead of baptized^ as 
in the following : — 

The xxjth of July was chrystened Mau7 Baker, the 
dau^ter of Jesse Baker. 

We have it again in 1607, when we come to this note on the 
top of a left hand page ; — 

The Register of Christenings from the ferst tf March Ao Dm 
1607 ^ niee Gabriel Morrell^ Curate. 

There is only one entry under diis notice, and that, curiously, 
is dated February 25, 1606, the rest of the page is left blank 
and the next page is headed thus : — 

The Register of Christenings^ from the 27 th Day of March ^ 
1608, by mi Jhox Greaves, 

Mr. Greaves, whose entries are very clearly and neatly 

written in English, has here evidently copied Mr. Morrell's 

notice V he always uses the word 'baptized' afterwards. Mr. 

Morrell's form of heading is continued by Mr. Pococke : — 

The Register of Christenings from the I9 of July 1660 By mee 
Richard Pococke, 

Three pages about here are signed at the bottom by Mr. 

Pococke and a churchwarden; that is in 1681, 1683 and 1686. 
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The signature of '^Thos. Metcalfe^ Curate/* is at the foot of 
some pages in the years 1748, 1752^ 1754 ^^ ^755* 

There is nothing very curious amongst the entries, they are 
▼ery matter of fact. These three below, no doubt record the 
baptisms of twins^ for in those days the Sacrament of Baptism 
was never long delayed. 

Septimo ^ulij baptizati erant filij duo Gulielmi Teler, cui 
nome uni Alicia, alter! Maria. I544« 

^unij 14^ baptizati erat filij Herid Groves, Rics ....epe 
et Johannes. 1 569. 

Richardus et Margery the fon and daughter of Richard 
Newlin baptized the 21 of June, 1590. 

Other twins mentioned in the old book are — Richard and Ann 

Roberts i& 1:715, and Joseph and Martha Underwood in 1 726. 

The day of the week is given in the next extract : — 

The xiijth day of ^uly was baptized William Beal the 
fonne of Peter Beal, he was borne the xj day being Tuesday 
circiter hora pruna diei. 1581. 

In the next four,, we have a singular name,, a Baptism by 

a midwife,, one of a man of colour^ and a Baptism carelessly 

put before the births 

Button the fonne of ^ohn and Elizabeth Holloway was 
baptized the 4th day of April, 1 666. 

Thomas the fonne of Richard & Elizabeth Syluister born 
and immediately baptized by y« midwife J^an 31, 1678. 

Richard commonly called Tony servant to Captaine Beel, a 
Blackmoor was baptized the 3 day of May Anno Domini 1685. 

John the ibnne of John and Mary Coles was baptized and 
borne the II day of Deer ; 1685. 
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One word in the next extract reveals the disappointment 

of the elder Broomans at the birth of another daughter. It 

must have been a serious blow to all their hopes. Eight girls 

in thirteen years and not one boy I The fact is therefore sp^ 

dally noticed : — 

Susan die eighth daughter of Anthony and Elizabeth Broo- 
man, baptized the 9th of November Anno Dom^ 1690* 

A nintb girl, bom eighteen months afterwards, elicits no 

remark. The tenth child, bom in i6jK$» was at last a boy and 

received his father's nam^. He was the only son and lived to 

be the parent of several boys and girls. To complete the 

story, there was an eleventh child — ^the tenth daughter. Two 

girls died young, and Susan, the eighth, died at the age of 24 

and was buried the same day as her mother. The first child 

of Anthony the younger is entered thus ; — 

Anthony y« son of Anthony and Mary Brooman was bom 
Feb : 1st & baptized the same day & Initiated into the Church, 
Feb: 18, I72I* 

We will now proceed to the Register of Burials which 
begins thus : — 

Defunctoruim tumuna injra^ Anno Domini 1539. 
J'anuarij 28 leplta fait ^oana Sanders. 
Martij I9fepltafuit Alicia Nulyn filia Richs Nulyn fenioris. 
Martij 22** fepulta fuit Anna Hunte. 
Decebris 20 feplts fuit Henricus Maye. 

Ano Dni 1540. 
yanuarij octavo feplts fuit ^ohannis Sp.rli.y8. 
yanuarij 21 feplts fuit Gulielmus Beall. 
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Octobris nono feplts fuit Gulielmus Nulyn. 
Maij octavo seplts fuit Gulielmus Heath. 

This is the first page ; on the second there is a leap from 
1546 to 1655, and then to 1563 ; after 1567 there are seven 
entries of earlier date» from 1547 to 155 1, after which there 
is more regularity. The hand-writing corresponds with that 
in the Register of Baptisms » and there is in the middle of a 
left-hand page this notice,, similar to one we had before : — 

TTte regifter of bur tolls from the first of March Ab Dot 1 60 7,. 
bj mee Galfriel Morrelly Curate* 

with only one entry. Those of Mr. Greaves and Mr. Harrison 
follow, without any break till we come to 1 660, when Mr. 
Pococke again introduces himself with the notice : — 

The Regifter (f burialls from the I9 of July 1660. By mee 
Richard Pococke ^ Rector • 

Mr. Pococke and a churchwarden have signed their names 

in 1669, ^^75* ^683, 1691 and 1697. After the year 1693,. 

there is the following announcement : — 

Buried since certain duties were granted* by Act of Parlia- 
ment upon births, marriages and burials.* 

The entries from 1 728-53* ^^ badly written and in various 
hands. The following extract will show the reason : — 

Anthony Brooman was buried 26 Febry 1738/9, whose 
Father, Anthony Brooman, was buried 26 March 1 733, but 
forgot to be Regiftered by y* dark. 

* The Act caune into operation after May, 1695. In the Register of Baptisms 
there is this note — "Born since May 1695.*' The burial of a common person was 
taxed 4s, of a Duke £50 ; birth of a common person is, of a Duk« £30. 
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Here are Broomans again, and during two hundred years 

we find the name in the Register. There were three Anthonys 

in succession : — 

Anthony, married November 24,. 1640 Jane Pocock. 
Anthony, married July 17, 1676 Elizabeth Mathew. 
Anthony, married September 25, 172 1 MaryCompton. 

The latter had two sons named Anthony, the eldest died in 
infancy and John, the second son, succeeded, who married — 

first, Elizabeth who died in 1764, — second, in I772» 

Sarah Hall ; she died in 1790,^ and he the year following.* 

The oldest family in the parish was probably that of Beal, 
Belle, Beyle, or Beel. The name of Ricardus de Bel, as an 
inhabitant of Colmbr, appears in a document of the time of 
Edward HI. The name occurs in the Register from the very 
beginning, through seven generations, and the heads of five of 
them were Richards. The last two died at Southampton and 
were buried at Priors Dean, — Captun Richard Beel, aged 47, 
on May 23, 1707, and Major Richard Beel, aged 72, on Nov- 
ember 29, the same year. A Jethro Beale, son of Peter Beale, 
bapdzfid November 30^ 1585^ was in all probability the Jethro 
Beale who was Rector of the neighbouring parish of Faringdon 
in the following Century all through Cromwell's usurpation. 
This Jethro Beal could not then have been a young Qian, as 
his son^-inJaw, John Longworth, was Vicar of Selbome at that 
unhappy time and deprived, but came back at the Restoration 
and lived eighteen years afterwards. 

* A fifth Anthony Is in the Colmer Re^ater, 1807-13, as the father of a fiunlly. 
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There are entries we reserve till we come to the history of 
the families they belong to ; the only ones in this part of the 
Register to call particular attention to now» are these : — 

ydm Pefcod was buryed Aprill llth» 1651. (7 years )% 
tficholas Pefcod buryed Aprill 21, 1651. (6 years). 
Elizabeth Newlin buryed Aprill 22, 1651. (7 years)^ 
William Pefcod buryed Aprill 29, 1651. (2 years). 

And as belonging to the same epidemic^, two from, the Colmer- 

Register : — 

Jchn Martine buried Aprill l6th^ 1651. (3 years). 
Margaret Lee buryed Maye 28thy 1651. (18 months). 

And one more from the Priors Dean Register : — 

John ye fonne of Thomas Lilliwhite was buried Sept ; 5» 
1727. He died at G>lmer by a fall from a Damsin tree after 
three days illness, (age, 20 years). 

The marriages are at the end of the book i the following 
are the entries of the first page with the simple announcement 
with which they are introduced : — 

Nmo Ano Dni 1547. nuptoru. 

^^uarij 27 folepniarimus matrimonio Wllliu Heath et 
Anissa Cobbe. 

Novebris Tndecimo vxoratus fuit WiUus Beall. 

Ano Dm 1548. 
yannarij 19^ lolempniavimus matrimonio Thomam Pine et 

Eleonro Baker. 

Ano Dm 1549- 
Februarij 3^ folempniavimus matrimonio Robertu Baker et 
Margerea Nulyn. 
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Octobris 27^ folempniavimus matrimonio ^hanne Nulyn 
et Katharina Compton. 

AnoDni 1551. 

Angufti 27^ vxoratiis fuit ^ohannia Wright ad Margeria 
CoUes. 

There are, it will be seen, two modes of entry in the above, 

we find other varieties further on of which, as well as of some 

peculiarities, the following are examples :— 

Ano Dni 1555. 

Octobris 13^ Gulielmus Criake duxit in vxore Elizs^betham 
Nulyn filia Richi Nulyn (enioris* 

Roudulphus Ruflell de parochia de nova Alsford duxit in 
vxorem Agnetem vidua Willmi Compton Octobris 27^. 

Novebris 27** ^ohannis Smith de parochia de Hakelye duxit 
to vxorem Margeria Nulyn filia Rchi Nqlyo*. 

Ano Dn} 1558. 

Februarij 16^ Johannes Baker nupfit in vxorem Eliza- 
betham Hunt. 

Edward Truddle married Ales Segil the 20 of ^une ^n 
the yere erf" our lord God 1 580. 

The 3 of May was folemnized Qiristopher Mackrell & 
Annes Hunt of the parish of Wilde. 

After 1584, seven burials and five Baptisms are inserted, 
and then we come to Mr. Morrell's notice : — 

The regifter of Marriages from the firjl of March Ao Doi 
1607, by tnee Gabriel Morrelly Curate. 

followed by one entry by him. There is no other heading and 
none of the pages in this part of the Register are signed. We 
continue the extracts : — 
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John Bridget fervt to Mr. Comptoa & ^oan Heather fervt 
to y« sd Mr. G>inptoa were maried ^une I5th9 1614. 

John Wells of Blackemore in the parbh of Selburne & 
Sarah Deane of Priorsdeane were married the nineteenth of 
May, 1668. 

Mr. John Clemens oC Steep and Mrs. Elizabeth Beel of 
Priorsdeane were married the 5 day of november I<$7Z*. 

May 18, 17 19, 

Then was married Thomas Brooman of Pryorsdeane &. 
Mary Pullinger of Newton. 

Dec: I5» 17 199. Then was married John. W^dker^, & 
Madalen Mannuel. 

The next two are at the least peculiar and the first looks 
deddedly irregular. 

Thomas Gold of Froxfield was married to Elizabeth Browa 
of Eastmeon Novr: y^ 5 1729. 

Thomas Roberts of Prioarsdean and Mary Page^of Shalden 
were married at Holiboum December y« 26th 1735. 

Here follow several entries of marriages at Colmer church,. 
one or both of the parties being of Priors Dean. These ir- 
regular marriages must have been so ordered, either to suit the 
convenience of the Parson, the obstructions in the chancel at 
Priors Dean being perhaps given as a reason, or because the 
church was in such bad repair as to be unusable. The entries 
are for eight years — 1736-43, and are nine in number. 

The Baptisms and Burials from 1763 to 18 1 3, are contained 
in a small square vellum-covered book, on the fly-leaf of which 
is written, "Thomas Harrison,. Rector, 1 763." 
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The only entries in this book to be noticed are» one instance 

» 

of twins in l8o3» — ^Leah and Rachel Knight, and : — 

1771. 
Thos* Silvester, "^ 

Thos. Hngher, > died of the small pox and« were buried 

John Shelson, ) ApU I9ih. 

Thos. Aldbury died of the smallpox & was buried Apl 21st. 

The above 4 from one House. 

It may b^ here observed that both parishes have upon the 
whole been remarkably free from epidemics. Even^ in the year 
1666, when the plague was very severe at Petersfield and there 
were 235 deaths there from April to the end of December, 
there was only ope death at Priors Dean — that of a widow 
named Joan Foster, and none at Colmer. 

The books at present in use commence with the year 18 1 3, 
and contain entries of 313 Baptisms and 149 Burials. 

Since 1 762, there have been three different forms of entry 
required by Act of Parliament. The marriages in 1763-1812, 
are in a folio volume, bound in rough calf, having an outside 
printed label : — 

PRIORS DEAN, 
RICD. SILVESTER. CHURCHWARDEN, 1764. 

Now, for the first time the signatures of the persons married 
were required. In the forty-seven entries in this book, thirty- 
four persons have written their names and sixty have made a 
mark. Twenty of these marriages were by Licence. 

From 1813-37, the marriages are entered in another folio 
volume bound in vellum. Here, in the twenty-eight entries, 
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twenty-Cwo persons have written their names and thirty-four 
have made a mark. Seven of these marriages were by Licence, 
and three of these seven were on one and the same day, the 
and of December, 1830 ; the names of the parties were : — 
Thomas Elliot, of Bramly and Harriet Rivers ; William Hall 
and Frances Pbore ; John Allam and Harriet Munday. 

The book now in use commences in 1840, and has forty- 
three entries, only four of these are by Licence ; fifty-one of 
the persons married wrote their names and thirty-five made a 
mark. It is no use taking the signatures of the Witnesses as 
any Educational test,, for before 1840 the parish clerk was sn 
frequent witness,, and in other cases those among the wedding 
party who could write would naturally sign the entry. 

We have now completed our account of the Priors Dean 
Registers vriiich contain entries of about looo Baptisms, 554 
Burials, aqd 23 J Marriages. There were, no doubt, many 
omissions, and there is no entry between 1598 and 1607. 

The old CoLMBR Register, as before stated, begins with 
the year 1563. The first four pages are so evenly and neatly 
written that they give the idea of having been copied from 
another book ; and if they are, as they appear to be, in the 
hand-writing of Mr. Greaves, which we have in the memo- 
randums referred to in pages 23 and 24, they must have been 
copied as they begin with the entries of Mr. Howells, and 
Mr. Greaves was not Rector till 1609* 

The first page with its Black-letter heading we will copy 
at length, verbatim et literatim : — 
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The yeere <f our Lord God m ccccclxiij by me Thomas HoweUs 
Curate there. 

yoane Halle fo , named by the Mother Annes Halle was 
chriftened the 7 day of iTebruarie. 

The X3U day of March was chriftened ^ohn Halle the 
fonne of Richard Halle the Godfathers John Bndd & Richard 
Wade the godmother Elner Halle. 

The xiiij day of JvXj was chriftened Alice Hobbes the god- 
fadier was Thomas Howells Mynister, Alyce Teclin & Ellen 
Howells were Godmothers*. 

The xxvij day of Aprill was diriftened Joane Hoghton 
die daughter of Annes Hoghton the godfather was John Hog- 
ton, the godmothers were Mychaell & Margaret Hoghton. 

The yeere of our Lord God 1565. 

The 3uj th day of June was christen^ Katherine Comptoo 
the daughter of Peter Compton. 

The XX day of September was Christened Avis Halle the 
daughter of Richard Halle. 

The xxv day was Christened Jane Houghton the daughter 
of Peter Houghton. 

The XXX day of November was christened Jane the 
daughter of Robert Hunte. The fame day the child died 1565. 
. . ^ The yeere of our Lord God I $66. 

The ij day of Januarie was christened Richard AndwoU 
the fonne of Thomas Andwoll. 

Anno Dni 1567. 
Anno Dni 1568. 

The first day of Aprill was christened Margaret Houghton 
the daughter of Peter Houghton. 
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The 9^ of September was chriftened Richard RandoU the 
foQQe of Richard Randoll. 

This is the first page ; we will now select our extracts :^ — 

^dum Richard ffielde foane of JoYm ffielde & Alice his wife 
was baptized the xxijth of September^ Anno Dni 1578. 

The 4 of ffebmarie was baptized ^udeth Compton daugh- 
ter of George Compton shee was borne the 2 day in the mom* 
inge about 4 of the clocke^ Anno 1580. 

Natus eft Thomas Fielder filius ^ohan : Field. 20 die 
menfts octobris inter horam filicet quartam & quintam diei,^ 
fufceptus € facro Lavacro 2 Tho r Hardware & Tho : Newlini 
22 Die meniis eiusdem.. 

The 22 th of Jvlj was baptized Margaret Clearke daughter 
of John Clearke she was borne upon Mary Magdelene's day 
betwixt vij & eight of y^ clocke in the afternoon. Anno 1 583. 

Thomas Corpes filius Anthonij Corpes baptizatus fuit ll^ 
die oaobris anno fuprafcripto. 1586* 

Anno 1590 Upon St Matthew his day was baptized 
Lawrence Pefcod the fonne of Wiling Pefcod. 

The XXX day of ^y Elin RCtchell the daughter of Willm 
Mitchell was baptized in the church of Colmer. Anno Do-^ 
mini 1598. 

Dennis Heyes the daughter of Robt Heyes was baptized 
the XXX th day of September. C1599O 

Henry Huett the fonne of Henry Huett was baptized the 
third day of Auguft & buried the vij day of the fame Month. 

Elin Sharpt the daughter of ^ohn Sharpt was baptized the 
xxijth day of March. [1 604.] 

Chriftian Bettefworth was borne the xiiijth day of ^uly 
& (hordy after baptized. Anno Domini 1607. 
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In one of the entries, ^tbe tigbth rf Stptemier,* is crossed 
out and another date inserted ; the date crossed out being that 
of the next entry. This looks fike a transcriber's error and 
proves that this part of the Register is a copy. But if it is 
Mr. Greaves*s work, he brought it down only to the time that 
he became Rector, and there is not one entry in the Colmer 
Register during his Incumbency ». even the baptisms of his own 
sons are not entered. We can only imagine that he had some 
other book or rough notes which he intended to copy into the 
Register, but never did. If such a book ever existed, it was 
evidently not in the possession of the next Rector or there 
would not have been the following memorandum, which we 
find after an entry dated August 30, 1623. 

Memorand : that Thomas Greaves and Edward Greaves, 
the foones of Mr. John Gveaves Parfon of Colmer were borne 
and baptized in Colmer aforefaid, between the yeare 1609 and 
1617. In wittnes wherof we whose names are here under- 
written have let to our hands. 

Geoige Harrifon, Rector ibm. 

fohn Winter > - j» ^ 
lohn Okfliottl y"^- 

Mr. Harrison and two churchwardens have signed the 
Re^ster of Baptisms in the years 1623, 1632, 1633, 1637, 
marriages also in the latter year, and burials in 1639. His 
last entry is ; — 

Elizabeth Herfy the daughter of John and Elizabeth, bap-« 
tized the nth of Aprill 1 659. 



}: 
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He died the following Jaaaary, and then, with Mr. Pococke as 
Reaor, we come to writing of a more modem character. We 
continue the extracts : — 

Richard the son of Mr. John & Mrs. Joyce Palmer was 
bom on St Peters day and baptized July the 2» 1678. 

Mary the daughter of Henry & Mary Budde born & bap- 
tized the 8th day of Febraary in the night 1 678. 

In two entries together, it is suted that the children were 
bora ^' about midnight.'* The next is peculiar : — 

Phillip the son of Thomas Hunt, born on the 24th & bap- 
tized on the 25th of April 1697, whose mother was brought 
from Falmouth [?] by a passe, and delivered in this parish, in 
her journey towards the Isle of Oxeney in Kent, 
as they prtend. R. Pococke, Rect^ 

Hierome Hearsay,, churchwarden. 

Twins are twice recorded in the old book : — 

Joseph and Bengeman sons of Nicholas Langrish and Mary 
Langrish bora Oct y« 12 & Bapd ye I Novemr 1741. 

Joseph and Mary Son and Daughter of James and Debrah 
lAarten Was Baptized Aprel y« 14th 1 749. 

These are evidently entries by the parish clerk, and here is 

another : — 

John and Anne Underwood of this parish Daugh was bora 
at Froxfield and Criftened at Priorsdean and named Rachel 
June y« 6th 1746. 

There are a few entries relating to persons about whom 

there may be something more to say, these are reserved for 

the present and we go on to the marriages, which follow :-t- 
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The XV day of ^ulie was folemnized in matrimony ^ha 
fielder and Alice Copton. m ccccc Ixiij. 

The yeere of our Lord God 1565. 

The xxix of September was maried Richard Martin and 
Elner Dawe. 

The x^iiij of November was maried Andrew Nycole and 
Agnes Alwin. 

Anno Dni 1570. 

The xxix of ^uly was married in the Church of Colmer 
^hn Remige and ^ane Coupper. 

Februarij vndecimp folemniavimus matrimonio, Geor^u 
Compton & Elizabetam Menutile. 1578. 

The 5 of Oaober were maried Robert Scheie & Margaret 
Clearke. 1579. 

The 4 of ^uly 1580 was folemnized in Matrimonie Richard 
Mey & Margaret Compton daughter of Peter Compton. 

The 26 of ^une Anno 1 58 1 were folemnized in Matrimonie 
William Parker of Bramdeane & ^ane Compton daughter of 
Peter Compton of Colmer. 

Anno 1598. Hughe Stiife & Grace Bridger were maried in 
the church of Colmer the third day of ^uly. 

Anno Dni 1585. Anthony Corpes was maried to Alles 
Compton the xiiij th of October in the yeere above written. 

Thomas Turtys & ^ane Austen were maried the thirtith 
day of January, Anno domini fuprafcripto. 

Anno Dni 1586. Richard Coles & Katherine Westbrook 
were maried xiij of Februarie anno fuprafcripto. 

The ix day of May was maried Willm Parker to Rebecca. 
Steephans* 
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Tho : Cager & Jbane White were maried the xxxi of ^uly. 
Anno 1587. J^ohn Clearke and Ellen Cooke were maried 
the xriij of ^une. * 

This is the first page complete. John Fielder^ in the first 
entry, no doubt lived at Field Farm which still bears the name. 
It is John and Alice Field or John and Alice Fielder indiscrim- 
inately, in the Register of Baptisms. He had five sons and 
three daughters, the youngest was born in 1585, and his wife 
and a son died the following year ; he had lost two girls before^ 
His death is not in the Register, but that might be owing to^ 
the hiatus from> 1609-169. or he may have left the parish for it' 
does not appear that a son succeeded him* 

We will now make a few extracts : — 

JUper Smith of Sutton Episcopi & Elizabeth Applegate 
were married the 2d day of October 1666^. 

Mr. Edward Filher & Margaret Turner of Alton were 
married the l6th of December 1679* 

^hn Thorpe and Mary Gammon both servants of Henry 
Read of this parish were married the 30 day of October, 168 U 

Thomas Broman & Anne Searle of Eastmeon, and John 
Chiverton & Elizabeth Broman were both couples married on 
the 14th day of November 1682. 

Thomas Harris and Elizabeth Oilman servants to S^ John 
.Norton [East Tisted.] were married the 18 of December 1684.. 

Mr. Richard Deane clerk of Climping in Sussex and Mrs.. 
Anne Chantler of Sherbourn St Johns in this county were 
married the 9th of July, 1685. 

Between 1693 and 1695 there is the following notice : — 
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Marryed since the act of Parliament granted unto the King 
certain datys upon births marriages and burialls, &^. 

All the entries by Mr. Fococke and Mr. Purbeck are dearly 
and boldly written, but there are not many by the latter, who 
may have been non-resident, for, after 1722 there are to the 
end, various styles of slovenly writing. Reserving a few 
entries for future observation, there are only two or three 
more to be at present noted : — 

The Revd. Mr. Philip Bracebridge and: Mrs. Ann Bagster 
both of the parish of Alton were married April y® 15, 1 740. 

Mr Harry Bulpitt of Old Alresford and Miss Betty Whit- 
ear of Hitchin-Stoke were married March 24, 1754* 

Mr. Joseph Earle of Itchen- Abbots and Miss Hannah Whit- 
ear of Colmar were married at Colmar June 26, 1755* 

There are in thelater years of this Register, as in the Priors 
Dean one, entries of marriages at Colmer where both parties 
were of Priors Dean or other parishes, evidently showing that 
great irregularity had been tolerated. In some few instances, 
persons might have been visiting friends at Colmer and so ac- 
quired a right to be married there, though described as of the 
parishes where they usually resided; but the cases are too 
frequent for them all to admit of such a convenient solution. 

We come next in order to the Burials, with a Black-lettei* 
heading similar to that of the Baptisms and Marriages, and 
hand-writing to correspond, and no entry between the years 
1593 and 1620. In the first page, which follows, we observe 
some of the names we had in the first page of the Baptisms.. 
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The xvij day of ^uly was buried Alice Hobbes the yeere 

of our Lord Grod m ccccc Ixiij. 

Thomas Hoghton was buried the xij day of Aprill» 

The XX day of Aprill was buried Elizabeth Hoghton. 

The yeere of our Lord God, Anno Dni 1568. 

The 21° of May was buried Helen Randoll widdow. 

Anno Dni 1570. 

The 19 of Auguft was buried John Andre wes. 

Item. Henry Compton Sonne of Peter Compton was buried 

the ninth day of September, 

Anno dni 1 570. 

Anno Dni 157 1. 

The 4 day of Aprill was buried Robt Compton the fonne 
of Peter Compton of Colmer. 

The iFourth day of September was Peter Houghton buried 
at Colmer. 

The daughter of John Houghton BefTey Houghton was 
buried the xvith day of September in the yeere of our Lord 

God 1575- 

Item. Ricd Norton Esquire- was buried the fourth day of 

ApriU, 1576. 

Item. Emlyn Norton widdowe was buried the xxix day. 
of December Anno Dni 1576. 

The 12 of Aprill was buried ^ohn Houghton the elder 

Anno 1579. 

The 28 of December Anno 1 58 1 was buried Rofe Hough- 
ton daughter of Peter Houghton de Colmer. 

This is the whole of the first page with the exception of a 
Baptism inserted in error and which is entered also in its proper 
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place. There were no Nortons in Colmer after Richard and 
Emlyn whose deaths are here recorded. There were branches 
of the family at Seibome and East Tisted, and a Richard Nor* 
ton was SherifFof Hants ia 1565, and member for the county, 
157 1-2. We will now select a few entries 2 — 

Anno 1583. The 22 of ^uly was buried Sara Wasshington 
daughter of Mr. Thomas Wasshington of Colchefter, marchant. 

Alice Pullinger the wife of Robert PuUinger buried the 4th 
of fTebruarie 1654. 

Robert Pullenger the elder of Privet was buried Sept 27^ 
Anno Dni 1669. 

This Robert Pullinger is buried in the chancel and the slab 

over his grave bears the foUowing inscription : — 

HBRB LTBTH THB BODY 
OP ROBERT PVLLINGBR 

WHICH WAS BVRIBD 

THB 271^ OP SEPTEMBER 

1669. 

He was Qp doubt related to the Rev. Richard Pococke, the 
Rector ; his wife, whom he married, January 13, 1634, ^^ 
Alice Newlin, who was most probably Mrs. Pococke's aunt. 
A John Pococke married Joane Pullinger (Robert|^ sister ?) in 
January, i637. He may have been Richard Pococke's uncle, 
or his father, if Richard's age is overstated, and in the Register 
he is said to have been aiout 83 when he died in 1 7 19. Robert 
Pullinger had three sons and four daughters. Henry Budd 
of Field Farm, in 1 728, married Elizabeth Pullinger who may 
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have been Robert's grand-daughter, but the Pullingers having 
left Cohner,. there is no clue. We continue the extracts : — 

Mrs. yojce Palmer the wife of Mr. ^ohn Palmer died 
the 28 of ^^uary at Petersfield & was buried the go in this 
parish ; An r D»i 1681. 

Mrs. Mary Palmer wid : was buried 22 Aug : 1 683. 

Richard Reade died of the fmall pox on the 14th & was 
buried on the l6th of December 1690* 

Anne the daughter cf Captain Palmer died at Okelhot the 
29th & was buried at Colmer the Jist of ^uly 1693. 

Mary the daughter of Henry and Mary Budd : was boro 
Feb: 8th idyft'and buried the 23d of ^nuary Anno Dni. 1693. 

The aa of Parliament for certain duties upon births, mar* 
riages and burialls commenceth from May 1695.. 

Richard Ween in the 77th year of his age died on the 22th 
& was buried on the 24th day of April, 1704* 

Captain John Palmer died at Harting in Suflex the 30 of 
December and was buried at Colmer the first of January 1710. 

Captain Palmer's grave-^tone^ a Purbeck marble slab, is 
now laid in the church porch ; the inscription on it will soon 
be quite obliterated, it is, as much of it as can be made out : — 

Hbrb - Ltbth * THB 
John'Falmer .... 

DiBD * THB ' 29 DAT ' OF DeCBMBBR 

1710- IN THE •76"' TEAR 
OP * HIS ' AGE. 

He was bom at Priors Dean in December 1635, and in the 
Register is described as ** John Palmer, son of »..^ gent 
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and Marie his wife." The father's name is wanting, owing to 
part of the leaf being defective. The death of Captain Palmer's 
wife, Joyce, is recorded in one of the above extracts, and the 
Mrs. Mary Palmer„ in the next one, would be his mother. He 
had six sons and twojaughters, bom between 1667 and 1680; 
two children died young. A Captain^ Thomas Palmer married 
Jane Aldesley in 1590, at Colmer. 

Mr. Harrisoa and a chuiurhwarden have signed the Burials 
in 1639, and Mr. Pococke and a churchwarden in 1686. 

We proceed with the extracts : — 

Joan Ween widow di^d U^e 12th & was buried the 13th 
Aprril 17 12. 

Joseph Wheatly fupposed to be murdered in West listed 
Wood Novem: 13 was Buried Nov 19, 1716. 

July, 1729, Mary Plummer was buried in woollen only, 
attested by affidavit. 

A Travellmg woman was buryed in this Parifh Dec y^ 13 

1741. 

Mary & John Daughter and Son of Jn° & Mary Budd was 
Buryed July y« loth 1750. 

The Baptisms and Burials from 1763 to 1803, are entered 
in a small quarto vellum-covered book, similar to the Priors 
Dean Re^ster of the same date. On the outside is written 
*' Colmer Register," and on the fly-leaf, ^^ Thomas Harrison, 
Rector, 1 763." The second entry in this book shows the ig- 
norance of the times : — 

William the son of Richard and Martha Norgate was pri- 
vately baptized Sept llth and publickly October 13th. 

o 
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« 

There is one instance x>f twins i — 

I774» Octor I2th^ Elizabeth & Martha Twins daug* of 
Arthur & Mary Tharpe. 

la J775f there is this notice : — 

Memorandum. Oct. 4th» 17759 the Rev. James Cookson 
was inducted to the Reaory of Cohner with the Chapel of 
Priors Deane.. 

There are bo other entries worth copying. Two pages in- 

1798 and l8oo».are signed by Mr. Cookson. 

The following are from the Burials in the same book :: — 

1780, July I, Arthur Tharpe Farmer aged 60 years of the: 
parish of Frbxiield^. was buried. 

John Fry was buried 23 Nov : 1789,. afFt reed. He was 
accidentally drowned iaa.Mill Pond near Farnham. 

Arthur Tharpe was the eldest son of John Thorp, who 
married Mary Hersey or Hearsay^ May 12, 1719. John» his 
brother, lived at Froxfield and Arthur seems to have gone 
there before his death, but all the family were buried at Col- 
mer ; four head-stones on the west side of the path mark the 
graves of members of the family. The inscription on that of 
riie wife ^ John Thorp the elder is t — 

In Mbmort of Mart the. 
Wife of John Tharp 

who died august ye 5™ 

A.p. 1 744, AGED 54 TEARS. 

'-Tis tree that friends are only tried in misery and need. 

And fuch alone as then do prove [our] friends, are friendi indeed. 

My heact oppres'd, my fiunily (urprifed with (uddain grief». 
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Lof«:i and Ndghbonn (famd aloof and none wlU give relief. 

Bat though my friends and neighbours do me in my cares ibnake, 

Tet Ood Whose love exceeds them all I hope will pltty take. 

The inscripdon on that of the elder Thorpe is : — 

Jn Memory ff 

John Tharp Senior 

Who departed this Ufe 

April the lltb A.D. 1 762, 

Aged 73 ^^fori. 

Certain and uncertain is the life of Man, 
Certain to I>Badi ; but uncertain when. 
Lo! an Inftance here we have before our eyes. 
The Man's ieized with Fits and fuddenly dies. 

The Thorpes were fond of doggerel ; on a child * of John the 
joungSTf who died at the age of thirteen months, there is this 
▼erse : — 

Sleep on sweet babe untii the Judgment day 
The trumpet sound and calls thee hence away. 

The farm .where the Thorps lived was called '^Herceys,** as 

we learn from a rate book of the year 1833 ; it is that alluded 

to on page 9, as Winter's, a name by which some part of it 

was recently called. The former name it took from its earlier 

occupants the Hearsays. 

The entries of both Baptisms and Burials are continued till 

1813, in a folio parchment book bound in rough calf. The 

books at present in use commence with the year 18 13 and 

contain entries of 293 Baptisms and 140 Burials. Among the 

latter is the burial on November 23, 1813, of Mary (Naish) 

widow of Arthur Thorp, at the age of 73 ; she was married at 

Oa 
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20 r also- of Rebecca Fisher^ 3 years of age» on April 2, i8l5» 
who was killed by her mother a lunatic 

The Marriages from 1763 to 1812, are in a. folio volume 
boimd in rough calf,, with an outside label ;r- 

COLBAAR. 
JOHN BUDD, CHURCH-WARDEN, 1764. 

In the forty-two entries in this book, thirty-one persons who 
were married have written thdr names, and fifty-three have 
made a mark. Ten of these marriages were by Licence. One 
is the marriage of Charles Moore of Clewer^Berks^Gentleman>, 
and Harriott Burch of Colmer.. 

From 1813-379 the marriages are entered in another folio 
Tolume bound in vellum. Here, in the twenty-eight entries,, 
twelve persons married have signed their names and forty-four 
have made a mark. Two of these marriages were by Licence.^ 

The book now in use commences in 18409, and has fifty 
entries,^ of these, three are by Licence. Fifty-^wo of the per- 
sons married have written their, names and forty-eight have* 
Bsade a mark. 

This completes the account of the Colmer Registers which 
contain entries of about 720 Baptisms, 400 Burials, and 256. 
Marriages.. 





HISTORICAL 

ffe have no titk-dttds to house or land/ ; 

Otuntrs and oca^antt <f earlitr datet. 
From graves Jorgetten stretch their dusty hands, 

And bold in mortmain sliU their eld tstatet. 



'. attempt to write the early lustory of our conntry 
villages is sure to lead to much coDJeanre. We 
may safely assume, with Gilbert Whits, that in 
remote ages, this woody and hilly part of Hampshire was the 
fesort of bears and wolves ; whether the ancient Britons ever 
thought it worth their attentioa, he could not so leadily deim-. 
mine t others however maintiun that in our venerable church- 
yard Yews we have living memorials of the Druids who were 
wont to assemble beneath them. The Romans have cert»nly 
been in the neigbourhood ; traces of Roman camps have be«l 
found on Bntser Hill and at Froxfield, and in a dry summer in 
1741 many hundreds of Roman coins, lying in heaps as if shot 
out of a bag, were found in Woolmer pond. Again, in 1873, 
cvco ejirthero-ware pots containing 29,802 coins of variouB 



dates from a.d. 238 to 297 were dug up in Blackmoor Park^ 
The Saxons have left many tokens of their having inhabited it 
in the Saxon names of places which are still extant, and here 
were the hunting grounds of both Saxon and Norman kings. 

From the Domesday returns we learn that the district 6E 
Maplederham, now known as Buriton and Fetersfield, . at one 
time belonged to Queen Matilda ; .Selbome and Greatham ta 
Edith^ wife of Edward the Confessor and daughter of God- 
wine the powerful Earl of Wessex; and Chiltley in> the parish 
of Bramshott and Oakhanger in Selborne to king Edward the 
Confessor himself. All these, in 1086, when] the Domesday 
Book was compiled, belonged to William the Conqueror. 

At this time Colmer was the property of Humfrith the 
king's Chamberlain ; the entry in Domesday Book is : — 

Terra Hunfiridif Camerani* 

In BERTim Hundudo. 

Isdem Hunfridus tenet unam hidam in Colemerb. Aluric 
tenuit de Bundi et non potuit ire quolibet. Tunc se defendebat 
pro una hida. Modo, >pro dimidia hida. Terra est 2 carucatae. 
In dominio est carucata et 2 villani et 4 bordarii cum una earn- 
cata.. Ibi 4 servi. Tempore Regis Edwardi valebat 40 solidos, 
et post, et modo 30 soUdos. Tamen reddit 40 solidos. 

The translation is to this effect : — 

The same Humfrith holds one hide [about 120 acres] in 
CoLEMERE. Aluric held it of Bundus, and was not able to go 
where he would. Then it was assessed at one hide. Now at 
half a hide. The extent is two ploughlands [about 200 acres]. 
In demesne is one ploughland and two villeins and four border- 
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en with one ployghland. There are four servants. In the 
time of king Edward it was worth 40 slxillingSy and afterwards 
and now» 30 shillings. But it pays 40 shillings. 

Priors Dean is placed among; the king's lands. Terra Regis \ 

the entry is written by the side instead of under one belonging 

to the Bertun or BartoaS^cey hundred, it has therefore been 

wrongly assigned bjC editors of Domesday Book to another 

hundred. This; iii. the entry :: — 

In eodem hundredo^ est Dbnb, quse adjacet huic manerio, 
et ibi est una car^cata in dominio, et duo villani, xiiij bordarii 
cum una carucata et dimidio. Ibi, duo servi et duo molini de 
XX solidos et iilj acrse prati, silva de iij pords. 

In the same hundred is DenB; which is joined to this manor 
[^rtun], and here is one ploughland in demesne^ and two vil- 
leins and fourteen borderers with one and a half ploughlands. 
Here are two servants and two mills worth twenty shillings and 
fpur acres of meadow, woods for three hogs« 

The chief tenants or lords were with very few exceptions 
Normans to whom Williami the Conqueror had allotted the 
BVmors,, and they in return were bonnd to render him homage 
and military service. To relieve themselves of what was an 
onerous duty, it was usual for the lord of a manor to divide it 
into two portions, one of which, the demesne^ he either let or 
cultivated himself; the other portion he bestowed o;i a military 
tenant who undertook the responsibility of providing a certain 
number of fighting men for the king's seryice^ The Anglo- 
Saxon thanes and ceorls were degraded tQ tenants qf Norman 
owners, others were borderers or cottagers who supplied their 
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lord's table with ^gs and poultry, and did any service that 
ought be required of them ; while the lower classes became 
for the most part, villeins and servants — the latter, absolute 
serfs of the soil under their Norman masters. The Normans 
themselves were not always secure in their possessions;. in the 
case of failure of heirs, or on various pretexts, manors were 
frequently escheated or forf dted tO" the crown^ 

From the time of the compilation of the Domesday Book, 
there is an hiatus in our public records till the year 1-13? —the 
date of the Great Roll of the Exchequer of 31 Henry I',. — 
and this is the only roll ttiat has been preserved till we reach 
the second year of Henry H, a J>. 1 155, from which period our 
series of historical records may be said to commence, but as 
yet confined to this class of documents. The reign of Richard 
the first, 1 1 89-1 199, brings before us other important mate- 
rials» and in the time of his successor king John, begin the 
magnificent series of Chancery Rolls, invaluable in themselves 
and full of historical information of every kind. There are how- 
ever, various charters within the period referred to still extant 
— either the ori^nals or early transcripts — ^preserved for the 
most part by the Religious houses (a large number of which 
were founded soon after the Conquest), these documents form 
an important link, and it is in this direction we must look for 
materials to continue the history of Colmer and Priors Dean. 

The most important person in the county of Southhantshire 
in the time of Henry I, was William de Ponte I'arches, sherifi* 
and keeper of the king's castles of Winchester and Porchester, 
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an4 custodian of the royal treasares, who was singularly faith- 
ful to the king and his children. About the year 1132, with 
the assistance of the king and with his approbation he founded, 
within the precincts of the castle of Porchester, a priory for 
canons regular of the order of Saint Augustine, endowing it 
with the manors of Candover and Southwick, and lands at 
Appelstede etc«> all of which the king confirmed by a charter 
dated at Burnhamin 1133* Within a few years, the community 
removed to Southwick; this took.place during the Pontificate 
c^ Eugiemus III.: who filled the papal chair, 1 145-1 153. The 
priory then grew rapidly in importance, obtdning various 
benefactions of land^ aiKl other immunities. Among the chief 
benefactors, was prince John, afterwards king, who conferred 
upon the priory the manor of Colmer by a, charter dated July 
13,. 1 198,. of which the followjng is a translation : — 

John, Earl of Mort^gne, to all his men and friends French 
and English, greeting. Know ye, that I have given and by this 
my present charter have ccxifirmed to God, and to the church 
of the Blessed Mary of Southwick and to the canons there, 
serving God, for the welfare of my soul and the souls of my 
predecesors, in pure and perpetual alms, Colbmer with all its 
appurtenances, without Dene which is a member of this Dene.* 
To have and to hold of me and my heirs, freely and quietly, 
free from all secular service and exaction. Wherefore, I will 
that the before mentioned canons shall have and hold Colemer 
aforesaid, with all its appurtenances, well and in peace, quietly 
entirely and fully, in wood and in plain, in meadows and pas- 
tures, in ponds and mills, in vivaries, in waters, in roads and 

* Extra Denam quae est membmin ipslus Denae. 

P 
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in pathsy and in all liberties and free customs belonging to the 
said land ; as free, pure and perpetual alms. These being wit-- 
nesses — ^Peter de Pratell, Galfrid de Bosco,. Roger de Hamun- 
deville^ Richard de Riviers> Robert de Teille, Adam de Saint 
Martin, William de Cantelo, Master Benedict, Hubert de Burgh^ 
Richard de Owecdale ; at the Isle of Andely, on the thirteenth 
day of July, given by the hand of John de Gray, in the ninth 
year of the reign of king Richard, ^he Soutbwici ArMvesJ\ 

This charter was confirmed by the king : — 

Richard, by the grace of God, king of England, Duke of 
Normandy and Aquitaine, Earl of Anjou, to his archbishops^ 
bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justiciaries^ sheriffs and to ail his 
bailiffs and faithful subjects, greeting. Know ye, that we have 
granted, and by this our present charter have confirmed to God' 
and to the church of the Blessed Mary of Southwick and to the* 
canons there serving God, for the welfare of our souls and the 
souls of our predecessors,, the reasonable donation of John, Earl 
of Mortaigne» our brother; made to* them' of Colemer with all 
its appurtenances, without Dene which is a member of this 
Dene ; Wherefore we will and strictly command that the afore- 
said canons may have and possess Colemer aforesaid with all 
its appurtenances, well and in peace, freely and quietly, entirely, 
and fully, in- wood,, in plain, in meadows, in pastures, in pook 
and mills,, in«vivaries and waters,, in ways and in paths, withr 
all liberties and free customs belonging to it, as it is testified in 
the charter of our aforesaid brother granted to them. Witnes- 
ses — the aforesaid John, Earl of Mortaigne ; Randulf Earl of 
Chester ; William Fitz Ralf, seneschal of Normandy ; Ralph 
Seisson ; Waric Fitz Gerald ; Ralph de Arden ; GeofFry de Say ^ 
Master Thomas de Hussebume and William Fitz Richard our 
clerks.- 
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From the Great Roll of the Exchequer of the third^year 
of king John, it appears that William Briwere^ the sheriiF, and 
Randolph de Bray» received half-yearly from the manor of 
Colmer, two marks and a half, (335 4d)> which sum was 
remitted to the prior oi South wick. *'Et priori de Sudwika 
ij marcas et dimddiam in Colemere." 

At the castle of Loyre, on July 2I» 1202, in the third year 
cf his reign, king John confirmed to the prior and convent of 
Southwick the manor of Colmer which he had gplven ta them 
when he was earl of Mortaigne. Tlie charter, which is copied 
at length in a subsequent one, was witnessed by Earl William 
Marshal^ William Earl of Salisbury, William de Humez, con- 
stable of Normandy and Eustace de Vesey. The charter rolls 
of the diird and fourth years of the reign of king John are 
unfortunately lost, but a copy of this charter exists among the 
Southwick muniments. 

in 1203, king John augmented his previous ^ft, by be- 
stovnng upon the canons the lands and manor now known as 
Priors Dean.- There is a copy of this charter at Southwick, 
and ' it is entered upon the Charter Rdl. Omitting a phrase 
ccHnmon to all, this is a translation of it : — 

John, by the grace, of God king of England, Lord of Ire- 
land, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and Earl of Angou, to 
his archbishops etc. greeting. Know ye that we have granted 
and by our present charter have confirmed to the Pirior and 
canons of Southwick, all the land of Dene, with its appurte- 
nances,- which was in our hands, and which Theodoric the 

P» 
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Teuton fonnerly held of us. To be held by them for ever iir 
fee-farm^ of ns and our heirs^ paying therefor annually at the 
Exchequer at Michaehnas^ seven pounds, eighteen shillings and 
five pence for all strvice.. Wherefore,, we will and strictly 
command that the aforesaid canona shall have and hold the whole 
of the aforesaid land with its appurtenances in fee4arm,.for the 
aforesaid service for ever,, well and in peace,, freely and quietly 
and entirely, ioi all places and things, with all liberties and free 
customs belonging to the same land,, as is aforesaid. Witnesses,, 
Galfrid Fitz Peter, Earl of Essex ; Ranulph, Earl of Chester ; 
Warin Fitz Gerald; Robert de Veteriponte;. Adam de Port; 
Richard de Percy,, and others. Civen by the hand of Simon, 
the elect of Chichester,, at Wallingford, on the twentieth day of 
April, in the ffith year of our reign.? . 

When^the king< signed this charter^ h^ A»as on his way to 
Southwidc. He arrived at Winchester von • May 4, wd went 
the next day to Southwick where he remaiaed till May 13. 

* Johannes, Del gtatia Rex AngUae, Domlnus Hibtttic, Dux NormanniaB, 
et Aquitanniae, Comes AndegSTis, archiepiscopis, episcopis,:abbaiibus, oomidbas^ 
baronibus, jusdciariis, Tioecomidbiis, prsposids et omnlbos ballivis et fideiibus 
•nis, sahitem. - Sdads nos dedisse, ooncessisse, et preaend charti nostra oonfirma* 
▼isse priori et canonlcis de Suwicka totam teiram de Dena xum peitinendbus suisr 
qnam fait in manu nostia et quam Theodoricus Theutonicus aliquando dfe- nobis 
tenuit: tenendam eis ad feodi firmam inperpetuum de nobis et hzredibus nostris 
reddendo inde annuatim ad scaccarinm Sancd Michaeiis, septem libras et decern et 
▼iijto colidos et ▼ denarios pro omni senricio^ Quaie volumus et firmiter praecipimus 
quo4 prior et "canonici liabeant et teneant totam praedictam teriam cum pertinendis 
suis ad feod! firmam pro pnedietum servicium in perpetuum, bene et in paoe^ 
libere et quiete, et integre^ iir omnibus iocis et rebus, cum omnibus iibertadbus et 
liberis consuetudinibus ad terram illam peitinendbus sicut prsdictum est. Tesd- 
bus, G. fiUo Petri, comite Essexi ; R. comite Cestrenci ; Gwarino filio Geroldi ; 
Roberto de Veteriponte; Adamo de PortA ; Ricardo de Percy. Data per manum S» 
Cicestrensis eiecti, Apud Walingford, xx die Aprilis, anno regno nostd quinto. 
Rat, Chart* 4e anno 5 Jcaimis Regit mem6, ^. 
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la December, the same year, the king sent a precept to the 

sherifF of Southampton. The following translation of it will 

show its purport : — 

We command that without delay^ you gpive to the canons 
of Southwick the residue of the land of Dene which is in our 
hands, for the rent which yoa are accustomed to pay into the 
Exchequer. Witnessed by Golfrid Fitz Peter, at Havering the 
sixteenth day of December.* 

The following from' the Southwick muniments is without 
date but belongs to this period i-^ 

JoBN by the grace of God king of Ei^land etc. to the Ba- 
rons of the Exchequer,, greeting. We command that you gpive 
to our canons of Southwick possession of the land of die Dene 
[de la Dene^y in demesnes, holdings and fees according to the 
tenor^pf our charter which they have from us and according to 
the iaquisitioa by our precept thereupon made. 

The next document carries us back about fifty years, to the 
leign of, Henry n. It would seem that the customs of the 
manor had been changed at one time and another and such 
alterations effected that when the prior of Southwick took pos- 
session, he found in some cases the validity of his rights and 
privileges questioned. The king therefore in 1208, issued a 
writ ta William Briwere the sherifF of the county, command- 
ing him forthwith to summon a jury of twelve free and lawful 
men of the vicinity of Colemer, and of Dene, so that the truth 

* Tunc pnecipimus tib! quod rine diUtioae facias habere canonicis de Suwica 
residuum terrz de la Dene quod est in manu nostxi, pro talem firmara quam tu 
Ipse nobis reddis ad scaccarium nostrum., Teste, O. filio Petri, apud Havering 
xvj die Decembris.. LiberaU Rail rf $tM. of Jokii^ 
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might diligently be ascertained and strict inquiry made as ta 
what were the holdings, fees, and services of men, alienated 
from the manors of Colemer and Dene by the sheriffs, or bailiffs, 
or any other persons who had held them'whomsoever, without 
the assent of the king or his ancestors •, the king having given 
the said manors to the canons of South wick ; and at what time 
they were alienated : :and having held a due inquest thereupon, 
the sheriff was to send the same in writing, with the names of 
the jurors, without delay, to the king. 

The sheriff, in his return prefixes to it a copy of the royal 
writ,. and then proceeds. i^*— 

These are the names of the jury of the knights who held 
the inquisition concerning the land of Colemer and of Dene, by 
the command of John, king of England, to wit in the first year 
of the Interdict [a.d. 1208] on Monday the twenty-first day 
of July, being the feast of Saint Praxidis r — Roger de Scures, 
Walter de Andeli, Roger Fitz Henry, Mathew de Scures, 
William de Hattingley, , Adam de Fortsey, Hamon de Midling* 
ton, Mansel de Sarweuton, Humfrey de Dunstigeley^ John de 
Bradsit, Henry Wiard and German de Ranville. 

The wood which is called Vollumbe, was in the hand 
of die lord king, and was delivered to Gilbert de Oyn by 
WHHanr de Venoiz, so that the men of the village took their 
beasts thence by the delivery of the provost before Christmas > 
and it is in the hands of Gilbert, who does not take anything 
for it. 

The wood which is called Weitesiote was the common of 
the men of the village, and is in the hands of Gilbert anew^. 
but they know not by whose right. . 
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Iq the plain [or fields called Soandon is an encroachment 
npon the common pasture, and is in the hands of Gilbert and 
he renders nothing for it» and this was done by Richard the 
aheriff.* 

The plain called Loddredesrigge, is an encroachment upon 
die common pasture,, and is in the hands of Gilbert, but they 
know not by whose authority*. 

The land which belonged to Seward Seele, who was the 
father of Godard,. who is still living,. Gilbert holds, wherefrom 
Seward and his wife and their sons were violendy ejected by 
Turstin the sherifKt 

In like manner, the land which belonged to the father of 
William Thie, who was also ejected from the land by Turstin 
the sheriff, and Gilbert holds the same, and also the land of a 
certain widow viz. Soberga,.who was ejected from it. 

tin Hultle lands are situated the 

the houses of Gilbert de of Hovec lig^ 

was held in demesne •..., 

of the kii^ and he shall answer yearly for the 

king's rent of • and it was delivered to the men of the 

village by Galfrid Fitz Azon.$ 

The chapel of Dene is situated ia the king's demesne, and 
by Richard the sheriff,* who was parson of Alton and Cole- 
mer, that chapel was transferred to the church of G>lemer. 

The men of Colemer and of Dene went in the time of 
Turstin the sheriff to work in the manor of Bertun,D which 

* Richard Fitz Turstin, who was sheriff^ A.D.. i i6i to 1 170, 
t He was sheriflfof the county from 1 155 to 1 160. 
{ Here unfortunately, this valuable and interesting return is imperfect, having 
been injured by damp. 

§ SheniTof the county, aj>. i 180 to i 190. 
Q Barton Staoey, between Winchester and Andover. 
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18 the head of the manor of Colemere and of Dene, and because 
they were a long way off, the gable tax [gabulum saum3 of all 
was doubled by the same sherifiT, excepting these three — the 
father of William de Bluntesmere, and the ancestor of William de 
la Lede and Stephen le Hore^ who on account of their poverty 
were not doubled, and it was done by the sheriff, that they 
shoidd not go any more to work at Bertun, and then the inha- 
bitants took the village to farm of the sheriff, and they farmed 
[or let itj as best they were able, and so they made new liber- 
ties and customs among' themselves^ when by right they ought 
to have no other liberty than the men of Bet tun, and they 
ought to do all the customs and services which the men of 
Bertun are accustomed to render : — the whole of this was done 
after the time of Turstin the sheriff. [jSouthwick Archives^'] 

Disputes having arisen Between the canons and the inhabi- 
tants of Dene as to theirs respective right, the king issued a 
writ to Peter de Rupibus, bishop of Winchester, as follows : — 

John, by the grace of God king of England, etc. to the 
venerable father in Christ, the lord Peter, by the same grace 
Bishop of Winchester, greeting. We command you by the 
fealty* which you hold to us, that you carry out precisely the 
the matter of our canons of Southwick concerning the land of 
la Dene, ais we C(xnmanded you by word of mouth in England.. 
Witnessed by myself at La Roche aux Moins, on the 2 1st day^ 
of June, in the sixteenth year of our reign. [a.d. 1214.} 

This writ is also from the Southwick archives as well as 
the one that follows : — 

John, by the grace of God, king of England, etc. To the 
Sheriff of Southampton, greeting. We command, that when 
the canons of Southwick shall have given security for the four 
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score of matks to be paid to us at the Exchequer^ you shall 
give to die same canons full seizin of the land of«DeQe with its 
appurtenances in demesnes^ holdings and fees, and the services 
c^ the men, by the sheriff or bailiffs or any persons whomsoever 
who had held them» alienated without our assent or that of our 
ancestors^ according to the inquisition thereupon made by our 
piecept : and you shall take security from them and send the 
same to the Barons of our Exchequi^r without delay. Witness, 
the lord Peter, [de Rupibus^ Bishop of Winchester. 

The prior aad convent of Southwidc having thus become 
lords of the manors of Colmer and Priors Dean, an account was 
taken of the rents due from die various tenants, at Michaelmas, 
Christmas, Easter and ftCdsummer. The following is the re- 
turn ; it shows the sums payable on each of the quarter days, 
and also intimates that the tenants shall give church scot. 

Tbe ReatJ (jftht mm of the Prhr cf SautbmA at Dene. 

For the land of Humfrey de Golley, 34^^/. of Gilbert de 
Golley, 17 id of Ralph de Golley, ly^d. of Henry son of 
the clerk and for the garden of H. Young, 22d. of Mdiolas 
Thurstan, i8|^. of Richard Old de la Fosse, 6id. of William 
Smith,.. 13^. of William Young de la Fosse, 9^. of widow 
Hawise» 13!^. of Hugh Young, I3|i. of Gilbert Alfrich, 
I5^» of William de la Lode^ iSd. of Stephen Young, 2oj^d. 
of Philip the son of Gilbert de Golley, 19^^. of Walter de 
Dossecumbe, lo^d. of Peter de Dossecumbe, 10^. From 
die moor de la Forde, 2/., and thesdd Walter and Peter held 
it and it goes with the land of Dossecumbe, and Peter de Dos- 
secumbe holds it and the aforesaid Walter and Peter hold it. 
For the land of Guletta, 6J. For the land which goes with 

Q 
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Horenfield, 24L of Hug^ de la Forde» ^d. of John de la 
Forde» S^ <^ Hagh Hering, Bid, of Gervase, 8|^. For 
the old tenebent of H. fe Kyng, 4^. For the white croft by 
H. le Kyng» g|^ Fdr the land which H. le Toung held, 7^ 
For the land of Stephen Eadin,, 14^- of John Fitz Peter, l^d. 
of Richard Franceys„ ^d^ of Stephen FeUz^pi/. oi William 
de la Lane», i^ <^ Alan^de laiSiade^ i^dL of Gilbert de la 
Slade, I^ii of EliasdeLedepende^a^. of Willian»leBerker,.4^ 

Humfrey de GoUey and Gilbert de GoUey hold the land , 
which is called Heringes-dune, and it was fon^erly Peter 
de Havetleye's and the before-4iamed pay for the same iS^.^ 
quarterly.. 

Richard Old de la Fosse and Hugh Haranger hold the land 
which is called Piperland,. which was formerly Peter de Havet- 
leye's land, and those named pay for it zr. quarterly.. 

Genrasse, Hugh Haranger,, Henry le Kyng and Gilbert 
Champeneys hold the land, which is called Knappe and Old- 
oombe [Eldecumbe^r <^ die before named pay for it 2/.. 
quarterly. 

Richkrd Old de la Fosse^ William Smith,. Ridiard Young 
de la Fosse, Hawise de Godeshelle, Hug^ Young, Gilbert 
Alverich hold the lands which are called B^^ecombe and 
Hyndecnmbe of the land of Peter de Hevetleye, and they pay 
for the same 2od. quarterly. 

The sum^ £8 o ^J^ 

Tie Rents ^ Cdemert^ 

For the land of Jordan de la Felde, 8^. of Wak^r de Cole- 
mere, 2d^. of Mayfole, ^6d. of Reginald de la Spine^ Ipl^- 

* Per annum. f Qaurteriy payments. 

X Ranald de la Thorn; lee Thmm Hmut, pafe 10^ 
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of John de Colemere, lod. of IKrilliam de Bluntesmere, zs. of 
Bikesetde, 42^! erf* Walter Clerk, lid. alBO to. the court of 
Colemere for the right of the common pasture with the prior's 
men, i&/. at Michaelmas and idJ. at Hockday. For the land 
of Wunigge. 

Sum, yearfy £ 3 2 2. . 

The next document, (also from the Southwjck mnniikients,) 
is an account of die customs or services rendered by the tenants 
before their rents were doubled by the sheriff in lieu of them. 

Tbe Customs of the afirestdd mm of la Dene and of Colemere toAm 
tiey gave half rent i according to their statements. 

Each plough ought to plough two acres for the lord at the 
winter sowing, but the lord shall saw and harrow « and one 
acre at the Lent sowing,, and they shall sour with the lord's 
seed and shall harrow ; and this shall be done by each plough, 
whether they have one or many, as they say. 

Also, each one holding land shall do two days work in the 
autumn for their lord by one man, and a third days work^ if 
intreated to do so, as an aa of kindness* 

Also, each one holding land shall find a man to hoe one and 
a half acre, without food, or one man for the whole day at the 
lord's maintenance. 

Also, each one holding land shall ^ve for church scot three 
hens and a cock ; a man without a wife one hen and one cock ; 
a widower two hens. 

Also, each one of the manor shall give pannage,* namely 
for each pig of half a year, he shall give a half-penny, and no- 
thing for those under that age. 

* Pannage, the money due to the owner of a wood lor the fbod^fwiae feed upon 
in the woods, as beech-mast, aoons, etc. . 
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Also, when the daughter of any of them shall be married, 
if it is without the manor he shall gpive two shillings to his lord, 
and if she shall be married in the manor, he shall g^ve twelve 
pence,, so they say* 

Also^ if the son of any of them wishes to gp away from the 
manor of la Dene» he shall pay a fine to the lord according to 
his 'means. 

Also, as often as ale shall be made for sale in the manor of 
Dene, he or her who shall make it shall send a penny's worth 
to the Serjeant of the manor.* 

Also, as often as anyone shall die,,his relict or his heir shall 
g^ve to the lord the best beast of his house,, but he shall gplve 
no horse, as they say. 

Also, whether they shall be paying full rent or half,, they 
are to observe those things which are said about the marriage 
of a daughter, and of a son going away from the manor,, and 
of the better beast to be received as a mortuary. 

The following is a translation of another interesting return 
preserved among the Southwick muniments ; it appears to have 
been written about the year 1 2 19,. or a few years later. 

The Rents, of la Dene and CoUnure. 

A^iai.de Beckesettle-sworn, says that he holds seven acres 
of land and pays four shillings ; . he cannot marry his daughter 
without the lord's [i.e. the prior's] consent.t 

Henry de Beckesettle holds ten acres of land and four of 
wood, and pays ten shillings yearly,, and cannot marry his 
daughter without the lord's licence.. 

« Constable ol- bailiflP. 
f At a sample of the original, the first paragtaph Is here giren : — "Adam de 
Beckesettle, juratus, dicit quod tenet septem acras terra et reddit quatuor soUdos;. 
aon potest maritare filiam suam sine lioentia dominl." 
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Isabella de Bluntesmere holds forty-four acres of land and 
twenty of wood, paying eight shillings yearly ». and shall plough 
in the winter, if she has a plough, two acres, and one acre in 
Lent, and shall give pannage if she has pigs, and shall gpive as 
church-scot, three hens and one cock if she has a husband, if 
not, two hens, and is unable to marry her daughter without 
the lord's licence,, and ought to^mow three days in the autumn 
with one man.* 

Walter Clerk holds by<:harter three acres of land, and pays 
twelve pence annually for all service. 

Oselia de Spina holds,, by charter, thirty acres of land and 
twenty of wood,, she pays four shillings and ten' pence, and 
cannot marry her daughter without the lord's licence. 

Thomas de Spina holds the land which is called Puppelle- 
bere and one curtelage; he pays three shillings yearly and can- 
not marry his daughter without the lord's licence. 

John Gardener [de Gardino]} holds thirty-two acres of land 
and twenty of wood, he pays two. shillings and ten pence a 
year and cannot marry his daughter without the lord's licence* 

Gilbert de Campof holds sixteen acres of land and four of 
wood, he pays two shillings yearly and is unable to marry his 
daughter without the lord's licence* 

Ralph de Campo holds thirteen acres of land, he pays five 
shillings yearly and cannot marry his daughter without the 
lord's licence. 

Walter de Colemere holds forty acres of land and twelve 
of wood, he pays eight shillings yearly and cannot marry his 
daughter without the lord's licence. 

William de Maifole holds forty acres of land and twelve 

* That is, she is to find a man to mow three days for the lord, 
t Or Fidd, as "Jordan de la Felde" before. The name was sometimet writtra 
Champ, as <*de BeUo Campo/' became Beauchamp. 
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acres of wood» he pays dg^t shillings and dght pence yearly 
and cannot marry his daughter without the lord's licence. . 

Lady Cecilia de Kemet pays three shillings yearly for 
herbage*. 

Robert leFogdere by^cfaarcer pays four shillings yearly for 
all senriices*. 

SfiUesentrde Gollye holds fifty-two acres of laad^she pays 
eleven shillings and six pence yearly^ and for Heringesdone 
six shiUings>4ind cannot marry her daughter without the lord's 
licence. 

Peter de Gollye holds* t^wentyi-six.acres of land^ he pays 
five shillings- and nine pence yearly and camot auurry- his 
daughter without the lord's licence. 

Lawrence de la Slade holds twenty-four acres of land and 
six of wood, he pays six shillings and three pence half-penny 
yearly and cannot marry his daughter without the lord's licence. 

John de Burwelle and the widow of Slade hold twenty- 
four acres of land and six of wood, they pay six shillings and 
three pence halfpenvjr yearly and camiot marry their daughters 
without die lord's licence;. 

The relict of Fiz holds nine acnes of land and pays three 
shillings yearly. She shall gplve pannage if she has pigs^ and for 
church-scot one cock and one hen if she has a husband, or one 
hen if she has not» and shall wash and shear the lord's sheep 
and shall carry five hurdles when the fold is removed, and 
shall have one loaf, and shall gather rods for the Bovery and 
for the sheep fold and shall have food [while so employed].* 
She cannot marry her daughter without the lord's licence, and 
ought to mow for four days with one man one week in the 
autumn, and he shall have food. 

* "Et colliget virgas ad boreriaiaet ad OfU^.et hUiebitylctimL.'^ B&m^ tfafr 
Cow or Cattle shed» 
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Jbha Flm holds eleven acres of land, he pays five shillings 
a year» and shall perform the Uke service as the before-mentioa- 
ed widow, and moreover he pught to mow in any week in the 
antumn with seven men and shall have food, and shall give as 
dinrch-sopt one cock and three hens. 

Richard Franceys holds ten acres of land, }ie pays three 
shillings yearly^ and cannot marry his daughter without the 
lord's licence. 

Henry le King holds six acres of land, he pays three shill* 
Qgs yearly^ and he oiight to moyc in the autumn for three days 
with one man,, and he cannot nuirry his daughter without the 
lord's Ucence, moreover h^e pays two shillings for Allecumbe., 

Henry 4e Cove, holds fourteen acres^ he pays four shillings 
and. nine penipe» and cannot marry his daughter without the 
lord's .licence. 

Gilbert Champenies pays yearly two shillings for Alecumbe 
and cannot marry his daughter without the lord's licence. 

Gervase de Dene holds seven acres of land; he pays two 
shillings and ten pence half-penny yearly and cannot marry his 
daughter without the lord's licence, and moreover he pays two 
shillings for Alecumbe. 

Henry Carpenter holds twenty acres of land, he pays eight 
slullings yearly, and he cannot marry his daughter without the 
lord's licence. 

Nicholas Hurstan holds twenty acres of land and seven of 
wood, he pays six shillings and four pence yearly, and cannot 
marry his daughter without the lord's licence. 

Thomas Clerk holds seven acres of land, he pays for it two 
shillings and ten pence half-penny, and for Allecumbe two shill- 
ings, for Piperland four shillings, for the croft at Churesburgh 
two shillings and five pence, total — eleven shillings and three 
pence half-penny, and he ought to mow in the autumn in any 
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one week for that crofty diree days with one man and shall have 
food. He shall gpive for church-scot one cock and one hen, and 
cannot marry his daughter without the lord's licence. 

Richard de la Dih holds twenty acres of land and four of 
woody he pays six shillings yearly and cannot marry his daugh- 
ter without riie lord'is licence. Moreover, the same Richard 
with his fellows pays six shillmgs and eight pence for Bourne* • 
combe. 

Jocelin Smith holds eighteen acres of land and four of wood, 
he pays four shillings and four pence yearly and cannot marry 
his daughter without the lord's licence; moreover he holds six 
teres of land for which he riiall make three plough irons. 

Robert de la Laner for LaverJ holds one yard of land, he 
pays eight pence- yearly and ought tamow in die autumn with 
one man for four days and to give as church-scot one cock and 
one hen, and he cannot marry his daughter without the lord's 
licence. 

The relict of Richard de Dih pays yearly four shillings for 
Fiperland> and cannot marry her daughter without the lord's 
licence. 

Hawisia de Godeshull holds eighteen acres of land and four 
of wood, she pays four shillings and six pence yearly and can- 
not marry her daughter without the lord's licence ; she ought to 
mow in the autumn with one man for three days and shall have 
food, and shall gpive one hen as church-scot. 

Richard Young holds as many acres of land and wood as 
the aforesaid Hawisia, he performs the same service and gives 
the same rent. 

John Alfric holds ten acres of land, he pays five shillings 
yearly and does the same service as John Piris. 

William de la Lode holds twenty-four acres of land and 
seven of wood, he pays annually six shillings and a penny;, he 
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ihall ploQ£^ m the winter if he has a ploughs twaacres of land 
and shall hare his bidlocks in the lord's pasture, and in Lent he 
shall plovj^ one acre and shall harrow, and shall give as church 
scot diree hens and one cock; he cannot marry his daughter 
without die lord's licence, and he shall £pve pannage if he has 
pigs. 

Philip de GoUye holds dghteen acres of land and five of 
wood, he pays six shillings and eight pence yearly, and cannot 
marry his daughter without the lord's licence. 

Stephen Toung holds nineteen acres of land and five of 
wood, he pays six shillings yearly and cannot marry his daughter 
without the lord's licence* 

Walter de Doscumbe holds thirteen acres of land and two 
of wood, he pays three shillings and six pence yearly, and for 
Hamme twelve pence on the feast of Saint Michael, and for 
Dnlve one penny, he cannot marry his daughter without the 
lord's licence. 

Petrooilla de Doscumbe holds fourteen acres of land and 
two of wood, she pays three shilUngs yearly^ and for Hamme 
twelve pence on the feast of Saint Michael^ and for Dulve one 
penny » she cannot marry her daughter without the lord's licence. 

John de Ford holds three acres of land, he pays twenty 
pence yearly and ought to mow in the autumn for eighteen days 
wkh one man and shall have food, and he shall give as church- 
icot three hens and one. cock; he cannot marry hia daughter 
without die lord's licence, and shall give pannage if he has pigs. 

Hugh de Ford holds one acre of land, he pays twelve pence 
yearly, and ought to mow in the autumn with one man for 
twelve days and shall have food ; he cannot marry his daughter 
without the lord's licence, and shall g^ve pannage if he has pigs. 

Hugh Slade holds seven acres of land, he pays two shillings 
yearly and ought to mow with one man in any week of the 

R 
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aatuma for three days and shall have food, and shall carry three 
hnrdlea when die fold is F^noved and shall hare food, and he 
ong^t to gather rods fw one day for the fold and for another 
day for the bovery and he shall have food,, and shall give pan* 
nage if he has pigSr and for church-scot one hen and one cock^ 
and he ought to^ wash the lord's sheep and shear them, himself 
and the other shearers shall have a cheese for shearing* 

Suni.».xi£ xviij/. ijJ. 

The equivalent to this at the present time would be abouti 
£260; it was the rent c^ about 800 acres in addition to all the 
many services required oi the tenants. ^Church-scot" (alsa 
called chnrser^ church-seed or church-shot) was a certaini 
quantity of com,, poultry or seed ofFered at Martinmas*. It 
represented the original ^imf/i^ seminum paid at that season* 

The foregoing document is valuable inasmuch as it contains 
the names of the customary tenants or copyholders in the reign 
of Henry m, with the rents and services they had to render to 
the prior of SoutAwick as lord of the manors of Colemere and 
Dene; it also shows that they held 652 acies oi land and 14I 
of wood, besides several parcels of land such as — ^Puppellebere^ 
Heringesdown^ Allecombe> Fiperland, Bournecombe, Hamme> 
and a croft called Choresburgh — of which no intimation is 
given of their acreage or extent* The remainder of the manors 
belonged to certain freeholders and to* the prior's demesne — 
all that was not common land or waste: 

The manors of Colmer and Priors Dean beloi^ed, as we 
have seen, to the hundred of Barton Stacey and continued to 
do so until the year 1834, ^hen. they were transferred to the 
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upper half hundred of East Meon. The andent huqdceds of 
the county were then consolidated and arranged in fourteen di- 
visions, under the statute of the 9th of George IV. Barton 
Staoejt hundred was reduced to the two parishes of Barton and 
NewtoQ jStacey ; Headbojime Worthy and King's Worthy were 
transferred from, it to Fawley lower rhalf hundred ; Pamber — 
which was as far north of Barton Stacey as Colmer and Dean 
were south east of it — to Basingstoke hundred; and Sutton 
Scotney to Buddlesgate upper half hundred. 

On December 289 1231, the prior and convent of South- 
wick obtained a confirmation or re-grant of the royal donation 
of the manor of Dene with the addition of a very important 
privilege in respect of it — a perpetual exempdou from all taxes. 
We are again indebted to the S»outhwick arduves for the charter. 

Hbnrt, by the grace of God king of England, lord of Ire- 
land, duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and earl of Aajou, to 
the archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, justicia- 
ries, sheriffs, etc. greeting. Elnow ye that we have granted and 
by this our charter have confirmed to the prior and convent of 
Southwick the entire land of Dene with its appttrtenances which 
was formerly in the hand of John the lord king, our father^ 
and which Theodoric Teuton sometime held of the same lord 
John, our father. To be had and held by them in fee farm, for 
ever of us and our heirs, rendering annually for the same, at 
our Exchecquer of Saint Michael, seven pounds and eighteen 
shillings and five pence for all service. Wherefore, we will and 
firmly command that the aforesaid canons shall have and hold 
the whole of the aforesaid land, with its appurtenances, in fee 
farm for the aforesaid service for ever, well and in peace, freely 

Rz 
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and qoiedy and entirely in all places and things with all 
and free customs belonging to the said land^ as aforesaid. We 
also gntnt to the aforesaid prior and canons that they shall be 
for erer free from tallage for the assessment of that land» 
These being witnesses — the venerable father in Christ Walter. 
CMauderc} Bishop of Carlisle ^ Richard, Earl of ComwaU, our 
brother, and others. Given by the hand of the venerable father,. 
Ralph [de Neville] bishop of Chichester, our chancellor, at 
Ashley plants] on the twenty-eighth day of December, in the 
sixteenth year of our reign. 

FrecD the same source^ we have the following writ,, issued 

b 1238 ^— 

Hbnut, by the grace of God king of England,, etc. To the 
sheriff of Southampton,, greeting : Tou are to order the prior 
of Southwick, that justly and without delay he shall gire to 
Gilbert de la Dene* the two carucates of land with appurt^ 
nances in la Dene which he claims of right and of inheritance, 
and to hold of us ia chief; and whereof the said prior has tried 
to dispossess him, and unless he shall db so, and the aforesaid 
Gilbert g^ves you security that his claim shall be prosecuted. 
Then you are to summon by a lawful summons, the aforesaid 
prior to appear before our Justices at Westminster in the quin- 
zune of Trioity Sunday, to show wherefore he hath not done 
so. And you shall have there the summons and this writ. Wit- 
nessed by myself at Windsor on the 6th day of May,, in the 
twenty-second year of our reign. 

* On June 4* 1 114 at Winchester, the king appc^nted him a Teixlerer of the forest 
of Odiham in the room of Henry de Farleghe, deceased and die sheriSTof the countf 
was directed to receive his oath for the due administration of tlie office. Xti, Clam. 
In i8aS, Nicholas de Wancy and Gilbert de la Dene were fined £4 by the king's 
Jostioes Itinerant in the county of Southampton, for the flight or evasion of Alios 
widow of Richard de Anesy. Jb*. Fimum 11 &my III, wumk u 
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There is also extant, a similar writ issued at Westminster 
on April 12, 1239, ordering the prior of South wick to surren- 
der to Richard de la Dene, the two carucates of land in la Dene 
of which he had! deprived him unjnstly, and in default he was 
to be summoned to appear before the king's justices at West- 
minster on the morrow of Trinity Sunday. This probably re* 
lates to the same land^ and Richard may have been Gilbert de 
la Denes^s heir. 

Among the Crown Records is preserved a Pine, levied in 
January or February izs9l^f concerning lands in Colmer held 
by one of the free tenants. The following is a translation :-^ 

Coisftij of Soutban^ton, This is tb^ final agreement made in the 
Court of the Icdrd king at Westminster in the third week from 
the day of Saint Hillary in the foity^third year of the rdgn of 
king Henry» the son of king John ; before Roger de Thurkelby, 
GSlbert de Preston and John de Wyville« Justices^ and other 
faithful subjects of the lord king then and there present i between 
Ralph de Croindoner, plaintiff, and Andrew le Chaloner and 
Mabella his wife, defendants, concerning a messuage and four 
score acres of land and twenty acres of wood with appurtenances 
in Colemere. Whereof the plea of warranty of a chatter was 
in dispute between them in the same court. To wit« that the 
aforesaid Andrew and Mabella acknowledge the aforesaid tene- 
ment with appurtenances to be the right of this Ralphs and 
that which the same Ralph has of ^he gift of the aforesaid An- 
drew and Mabella. To have and to hold to the same Ralph and 
to his heirs, of the aforesaid Andrew and Mabella and the heirs 
of Mabella for ever, rendering therefore annually one penny on 
the feast of Saint Michael for all service, suit of court, custom 
and exaction. And the aforesaid Andrew and Mabella and the 
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heirs of this MabeUa will warrant, acquit and defend to the same 
Ralph and his heirs the aforesaid tenement with appurtenances, 
for the aforesaid service, against all men for ever, and for this 
acknowledgement, warranty, acquittance, defence, fine and con- 
cord, the same Ralph gave to the said Andrew and Mabella a 
sorrel Sparrowhawk. . 



Edward the first, on his return from the Holy Land, 
in the second year of his reign, discovered that during the reign 
of his father, king Henry III., the revenues of the crown had 
been considerably diminbhed by tenants in chief alienating with- 
out licence; and by ecclesiastics as well as laymen withholding 
from the crown, under various pretexts, its just rights. One 
of the first acts of his administration was the appointment of 
special commissioners for the whole kingdom, to whom were 
delivered certain articles of enquiry applicable to the several 
abuses above described. The inquisitions taken in pursuance 
of these comnussions, were returned into the Exchequer. 

Amcmg these, there b one taken on the morrow of Saint 
Valentine (February 15,) 1274/5, which certifies that the prior 
of South wick holds the manor of Dene in fee-^arm, that it was 
formerly in the hands of the lord king as part of the ancient 
demesne of the crown, by what rig^t the commissioners know 
not, and it was alienated by the gift of king Jolm.* Gerard de 
Colemere was one of the Commissioners for tUs hundred. 

The Statute of Gloucester (9 Edward L) is presumed to 
have been enaaed as the result of these enquiries ; and plead-^- 
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tags were commenced by writs ci ^Warranto. The pleas 
for the county of Southampton were held before Salomon de 
Rochester and his fellows» justices itinerant, at l^nchester, in 
the octaves of St» Martin (November II-18,) 1280. Among 
their proceedings it is recorded that "William de Giselham ap* 
peared for the lord king and on his behalf claimed, against the 
prior of South wick,, the manor of la Dene and of Cdlemere, as 
hit rights, etc. l and therenpoDihe urged that the lord John the 
king, the grandfather of the lord king that now is, was seized 
thereof in his demesne as of fee and of right of the said manor. 
And that from the said king John, it descended,, or ought to 
have descended,, as of right and inheritance,, to the lord king 
Henry, as his son and heir,, and that from the said king Henry it 
should have descended to the lord king who now is, as his son 
and heir» 

The prior of Southwick appeared and defended hi^ right 
to the same on behalf of himself and his convent, and pleaded 
that the lord king John gave the aforesdd manors with their 
appurtenances by charter to God and the church of the Blessed 
Mary of Southwick, and to the canons there serving God ; and 
he put himself upon his country, that is„ in the king's great as- 
saze» and desired that enquiry should be made whether he by 
die ^t of king John had most right to the aforesaid manors or 
the lord king. Then, Peter de Coudray„ Robert Daundelye, 
Simon de Wntoo, Philip Crok, John de Grimstede, John de 
Wotton, Richard de Porteseye, Robert Durdent, Adam de 
Rypling, Alan de Sutton, Nicholas Thebaud and John de 
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CheverdoQ, knights, were chosen as the jury» who upon their 
oath gave their verdict that the prior of South wick had greater 
rig^t to the manors of Dene and Colemere than the king had. 
Therefore it was adjudged that the aforesaid prior had the day, 
and he was dismissed. 

Previous to these proceedings on the part of the crown, in 
challenging the right of the prior and convent of South wick;. 
the tenants of Dene had waged a law-suit against the prior on 
account of cenain services which he claimed, in addition ta 
those acknowledged by the tenants. The trial took place in 
the great hall of Winchester Castle» before Roger Seyton and 
his fellows^, the king^s justices itinerant, on January the 14th, 
1255/6, and the jury, chosen by consent of both parties, gave 
their verdia — ^**diat Richard le Bel and the other tenants and 
thdr ancestors, in the dme when the manor was in the hands of 
lung John, had not performed any other services except those 
which they had acknowledged as due to the prior, and that he 
had unjustly exacted from the aforesaid Richard and the other 
tenants^ other services than what they had been accustomed to 
perform in die time of king John.** Therefore it was adjudged 
that the aforesaid Richard and the other tenants and their hdrs 
should hold for ever thdr lands in Dene of the prior and his suc- 
cessors, by the services which they had acknowledged, and that 
the prior cannot and must not exact other services from them» 
and the prior was at the mercy of the court. Smdhwkk Arduvu. 

On October 7, 1320, king Edward n. granted to the prior 
and convent of South wick, the privilege of free warren ia their 
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manors of Dene and Colemere for ever< The charter, issued 
to them under the king's great seal» was witnessed by Walter 
KeynoldSj. archbishop of Canterbury; John Sahnon, bishop of 
Norwich and Lord Qiancellor; Walter Stapeldon, bishop of 
Exeter and Lord*< Treasurer ; Adomar de Valence, earl of Pem- 
broke and Hugh U Despenser, senior.* 

On- October 30,. 1325,. William Qeydon, deputy of lord 
Hugh le Despenser, earl of Winchester and Justice of the 
forests this side the Trent, issued a mandate addressed to Ralph 
de GuQuoys, warden of the forest of Wolmere or his deputy, 
intimating that he had inspected the charters of the kings of 
England, by which it was granted to the prior of Southwick 
and to the canons there serving God, that they should be for 
ever free of the forest and of all things appertaining to the 
forest, in their manors of Colmere and Dene. Therefore, he 
commanded him not to distrain upon the prior and canons or 
their men fot the kwing or expeditating of their dogs.f 

There were several assignments^meidiertin part or entirety 
—-of the rent of £7 18 5> ^^^ ^o ^^ crown as the reserve 
rent of Colmer and Priors Dean, to individuals for life, or for 
a given term of years, which are entered on the Great Rolls 
of the Exchequer. For instance, in 1 35 1, lung Edward m. 
granted to William Danvers, one of the gentleqien of his house- 
hold, for life, seven pence halfpenny a day as wages, and 

* Charter RoU, 14 Edward II. Mo. 32. 

t This, Ifrom the Southwick Archives, is headed "Evideatia pro Dene et Cofe- 
ner, contra cnstodes forestac de WiiUnere.** 

8 
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forty shSIii^s^ y^ariy, for his robes. The sheriff of the county 
tt SovthanptoB was direaed to pay the same o\x% of the issues 
of his btiliwicky namely, from the money which die prior of 
SoQtfawick paid for the farm rent of Colmere, and the money 
which John le Botiller, as the rent of the manor of Lockerly in 
die same county, was bound to pay annually to the king.* On 
March 25, 144 1* it was granted in perpetuity to the Royal 
College of Eton by its founder,. Henry VI. and formed part of 
its eBdowment.t It was^ however, taken away from the college 
by Edward IV. who set aside many of the donations of his 
predecessor, ft then cootimied to be dealt with as in earlier 
times. In 1484, Richard HI* granted to Edward Hardg^, Esq. 
for life» the keepership of the park of Fieemantle near Kings* 
dere, Hants, with die usual wage» out of the farm of Colemere 
by the hands of the prior of Southwick.} Henry VQ. in 
1488, granted this rent diving pleasure^ as an anouity, to John 
Crokker;:and in June 1509, it was granted to Robert Fsur&x^ 
again^ in 1513, to the same Robert Fairfax and Robert Bythe- 
sea, joindy ;. and s^^sun in 1529,. to Richard Bucland. 

The prior and convent of Southwick, as lords of the manors 
of Colmer ami Prioss Dean, endeavoured to extend their rights* 
Giants di parcels of lands and certain rents came to them in 
process of time, eitkr as alms, by purchase, or by compact* 
These transactions are of considerable interest, historical and 
personal, and no apology is needed for their introduction here 

* Originalia Roll; 25 Edward IH. Ro. 2. 
t Patent RoU, i^^Henry VI. port 1, memb. 2a X R. 1 RIchaid HL p. 5, m. iC 
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in ccmtiliiiation of our history. la the early ptrt of the rdga 
of Henry HI. : — 

Adam de Rutherfield,* for the welfare of his soul and for 
the souls of Alice his wife, of his father and mother.and of aU 
his ancestors and successors, granted to God and to the church 
of the Blessed Mary of Southwick and to the canons there ser- 
ving Gody, in free, pure and perpetual alms, an annual rent ot 
two shillings to be paid annually at Colemere by Robert Foghe- 
lare and his heirs, from the tenement he held of him in Colemere, 
viz. twelve pence at Easter and twelve pence at Michaelmas, 
and the said Robert was sworn in the chapter house as to its 
due payment. The grantor warranted the same for himself and 
his heirs, and in default of such warranty they were to give to 
die canons of Southwick rent of the same value in exchange. 

John de Colemere, son of Walter de la Suthuse, for the 
welfare of his soul, and the souls of his father and mother and 
of his ancestors, granted [[as above^ the whole of the land 
which he possessed at Colemere, with its tenements, rents, es- 
cheats, goods and all other appurtenances ; and for this donation 
the canons of Southwick admitted him to the participation of 
all their spiritual benefits and alms ; and that when his death 
occurred they would record his name in their necrology among 
those of their deceased canons and brethren. 

William Maifblc de la Suthuse, of his own free will, for 
himself and all his successors, remitted and quit-claimed for 
ever to the prior and canons of Southwick, all his right, title 
and interest in the land called Hornfelde and la Rude with ap- 

* He WM lord of Rother6eld in the parish of East Tisted. Sir William Rother- 
field, knt. the last male heir of the fiunily, died October 14, 1488, leaving an only 
daughter, Elizabeth, who married Richard Norton, Esq. and thus it wv tlm tfa^ 
Nortons of £s^ Tisted becwne poss e ssed of Ro^herfield. 

$s 
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pnrtenaoces near Doscumbe, in one dose, and in the land called 
la Fordefelde with appurtenances, which lies under Fairhore, 
with two acres of meadow on the south side of the water, one 
of which, Petronilla de.Doscumbe held, and the other, Walter 
de Doscumbe. Tlie^prior and convent on their part released 
to him,^ of the annual rented right shillings and eight pence 
which hrwas accustomed to pay them for the land he then held, 
die sunii of three shillings and eight pence, so that he and his 
successors should henceforth pay only five shillings yearly, be- 
tides £pving him the sum of fifty shillings sterling, 

Peter de Haucklye, the son of Adam de Haucklye, surren- 
dered into the hands of Walkelin, prior of Southwick,* all the 
right which he had in the land called Heringesdune,. with all 
its appurtenances, namely — Highdune, Cnap, Alecumbe, Bum- 
cumbe, Intecumbe, with the woods and pastures and with all 
its possessions in the manor of la Dene; which he formeriy 
^aliquando] held of the prior and convent of'Southwick, and all 
the implements and stock which he had there, he fully restored 
to them. For this surrender and quit-claim, the prior and con- 
vent gave himtwen^r shillings sterling, and moreover they were 
to g^ve him' yearly, for life,, two quarters o£ grain from their 
grange at la Dene, namely on the feast of St. Michael one quarter 
of wheats and on. the feast of All Saints one quarter of barley, 

Matilda, widow of John de Gardiner of Colemere, deceased,, 
made a similar quit-claim and surrender of dtt.iher right and title 
in the land which John her late husband held in the village of 
Colemere, with the wood and pasture belonging to it, to brother 
Mathew the prior ,t and the canons of Southwick. For this 

* Sacristan of the priory and elected prior in the last week of May »tS7, the 
royal assent to his election was given on June 4« He held the priorship till his 
dnth \gfhich took place in September 1235. 

\ The royal assent to hia election as prior was given October.iy, 1235, and his 
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resignation: and quit-claim. they undertook to supply her with 
food as Iqpg as she should live in the almonry of South wick; 
and the said Matilda on her part was to attend upon and minis- 
ter to the poor and feeble inmates of the said almonry under 
the direction of the almoner; and she was duly sworn to the 
faithful performance of the agreement in the presence of Master 
Ralph de Southwick,. clerk,, the official of the lord archdeacon 
of Winchester; Sir Richard de Petersfeld«. chaplain; John de 
Cheriton, and tha whde court of Dene. 

In 12 $6 f Ralph le Hore, son of William. Grugayn, surren- 
dered and released to brother Mathew the prior of the convent 
of Southwicky all his right and claim to the land in Dene that 
formerly belonged to William le Hore his uncle. For this 
release and quit-claim, ten marks sterling {£6 13/ ^») were 
paid to him, in the full court of Dene, in the fortieth year of the 
rrign of king Henry, the son of king John, and witnessed by 
William, lord prior of Winchester;* William Briggewalter and 
many others. 

King John, in his grant of Dene,, (pages I07-8) states that 

die manor had been held of him previously by Theoderic the 

Teuton. The following charter is evidentiy connected with 

his tenureship. ''fTerricus** appears to have been used as an 

abbreviated form of Theodoricus, and the surname ultimately 

merged into Ties or Tyes. In October 1204, the king granted 

to him, as Theodoricus Teutonicus, tha manor of Ringwood 

in this county, probably as a consideration for the surrender of 

decUoQ having been confinned by the bishop of Wincliester, he had rettitxition o£ 
die tempocalities on the S5th of November. He died at the latter end of Febraary; 
1 165-6 ; the royal licence for the election of his successor was granted March 4. 

* Willam de Taunton, prior of Winchester cathedral, 1 147'5^> ^f"^ elected this 
year to the abbacy of Milton, Donetihift^ which he held tiJl his death in 117a. 
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Dene;^ then ixtlil^r he had the wardenship of the honor of 
Berkhamstead granted to him; and subsequently had the custody 
of the regalTa which he re-delivered' to the king in 1 216. His 
death occurred Mathe beginning of the year 1 223. Walerand 
Teuton was his heir, for on April 6, the sheriff of Cornwall 
was ordered not to take into the king's hands the lands of The- 
odoricus Teutonicus but to g^ve them peaceably to Walerand 
Teutonicus, and on June 4, the king granted' to Walerand the 
manor of Ringwood and six manors in Cornwall which had 
belonged to '^Terricus" Teutonicus, and the sherifFs were di- 
rected to giye him sdzin of the same. On February 9, in the 
same year, Henry ID. had granted the manor of Periton, Somer- 
set, to Philip de Albini, reserving to the executors of Terricus 
Teutonicus the corn and cattle. This is the charter, the rubric 
or heading is of later date, and of the time of Edward in. 

Carta Theodorici Teutonici de quadam terra juxta Doscombe. 

Be it known unto all men, present and future, to whom this 
writing shall come, that I, Terricus Teutonicus having diligently 
enquired into the truth and right of the canons of Southwick to 
the land which Walter Long and William de Colemere held at 
Doscumbe near Dene, for the love of God and of the Blessed 
Vir^, I have quitted all claim to the before named canons, of 
the whole of the said land, in plain and wood, and to the law- 
suit I commenced, together with the three shillings which Isa- 
bella the wife of Henry de Kernet is accustomed to pay annually 
for the pasture of Colemere. And that the aforesaid canons 
shall have and hold the before named land with the pasture and 
all thills belonging to their land of Colemere, freely and quietly 
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and fully, a* pnre and perpetual alins^ I have noade to them this 
charter and grant, and have confirmed it with the impression of 
my seal. These being witnesses, Thomas de Sandf ord, Hugh 
de Chaucumbe and others. 

This Hugh de Chaucumbe was : sheriff of Staffordshire from 
1195-9, and of Warwickshire and Lacestshire 1 205-7; there 
15 no mention of him after Jiily 9 in the latter year, if his death 
occurred about that time, this charter was executed before 
1207. The next deed was probably executed between June 
the loth^ 1255 and the following February, while Sir Henry de 
Farleghe— -one of the witnesses — was constable of Porchester 
Castle. Sir Mathew de Columbers, another witness, died in 
1281. 

James de Molines [^olendmis], son of Nicholas de Mblines* 
quitted claim, for himself and his heirs for ever, to Mathew the 
prior and to the convent of the Blessed IkSary of Southwick, of 
all his claim and right in the land called Heryngesdoune, in the 
manor of la Dene, which Alice the daughter of Alured de Mo* 
fines» aunt of the aforesaid Nicholas his father, sometime held 
of the aforesaid prior and convent. The prior and convent gave 
five marks of silver (£3 6s 8i). These bdng witnesses. Sir 
Mathew de Columbers, Sir Henry de Farleghe and others. 

The foUowing beloogs also to the reign of Henry III. : — 

Hamond de Northampton and Isabella de Bluntesmere late 
wife of William de Bluntesmere,* by common consent and will, 
granted and quitted chum for ever to God and the church of the 
Blessed Mary of Southwick and the canons there serving God, 

* See pages 115 and 117. WiUlam de Bhuitesmere was one of the raredet £br 
fbe sheriff of the comtj to the amomt of half a maik, aj>. 1107. 
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all rig^t and dde to all their land at Blnntesmere, with all its 
appurtenances in wood, plain and pastures And for so doing, 
Ae convent granted them, in return, the allowances of two ca- 
nons, to be received annually, as long as they fiVed, in bread 
and beer and a general dish from the kitchen, if they remained 
in the neighbourhood, and one mark (13/ ^ for dieir dress,, 
annually on the feast of St. Giles (September i). On the death, 
of either of them the allowances were to be reduced to one half 
and' die money also; moreover, the prior and canons were to 
dlow'them a decent house to live in Jn the village of Southwick 
and to give them, two cart loads of wood for fueL Witnessed 
by Mathew Oysel, Simon de la HuUe and many others. 

William de Bluntesmere at his decease left an only daughter 
named Alice, who likewise resigned all claim to her father^s 
land at Bluntesmere- and gave it to Brother Mathew the prior 
and to the convent, in return for their having secured for her 
an adequate marriage — mUn de maritapo sufficienti pramdertmt. 
This deed is attested' by the same witnesses as the one before 
and was in all probability drawn up at the same time. 

Some years later, we find her a widow; and by the title of 
Alice de Bluntesmere, daughtes of William de Bluntesmere, 
deceased — ^it was not unusual for a woman to retam her maiden 
name — surrendering, in her pure widowhood, to Andrew* the 
prior and to the canons of Southwick all claim to the land which 
her futher formerly held at Bluntesmere in Colemere. Wit- 
nessed by Adam de Gurdon,t William Kemet and others. 

* Andrew de Wynton, elected prior Nofember so» 1173. ^ ^"^^ prior eight 
yeirt and resigned in November, is8i. 
\ The fiunowtNitlaw who fiwght prinee Edwaid (afterwBidt Edward L) In 
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The followmg fnrnishes us vnth the names of her deceased 

husband and of her son : — 

Brother Andrew, prior, and the convent of the church of 
Southwicky grant to Mathew de la. Hale, son of William de la 
Hale and of Alice de Bluntesmere, the whole of the land which 
formerly belonged to Ralph le Coliere,. and which the prior and 
convent had delivered to the said William with the aforesaid 
Alice in marriage : to be held by him of the priory of South- 
wick after the death of the said Alice his mother, at the annual 
rent of two shillings. Witnessed by Sir Baldwin de Bello Al- 
neto and Sir Richard de Burhunt, knts.^ and many others. 

Adam de Gurdon, thewitness to*the previous charter, mar* 
ried Constantia the only daughter — and at the dme, hdress— - 
of John de Venuz or Venois, hereditary chief forester of Alice- 
holt and Wolmer forests. John de Venuz, after this, married a 
second time, and at his death in June 1 260, when an old man, 
left a son only six weeks old, for whose wardship John de 
Turberville of Berkshire paid the king forty marks. 

The following important charter, granted before 1 2 50, the 
date of the death of Sir Roger de Merley, one of the witnesses, 
was confirmed by Adam de Gurdon on or after his marriage. 

Know ye all men, present and future, that I John de Venoyz 
for the welfare of my soul and for the souls of all my prede- 
cessors and successors, remit and quit-claim for myself and for 

combat He was lofxi of the manor of East Tisted, and held foi life, by grant of 
John de Venuz, the office of chief Forester of Aliceholt and Wolmere; at his death 
in 1304. it reverted to John the son of John de Venuz; he left an only; daughter, 
Johanna, aged 40 years, his heiress. 

* Knights of the Shire ; the former, five times, between 1^96-1396; the latter. 
In 1307, and was living in I3i4« 

T 
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tUf heirs for ever, to the church of the Blessed Mary of South* 
wick» to the canons of the same and to their men of la Dene and 
Colemere^ the rent of serea shillings and two pence which I 
have been wont to receive yearly from the men of the sdd prior 
at Dene and Colemere^ to wit — ^from those of Dene» five shil- 
lings and two pence ; and from those of Colemere> two shillings v 
which rent my predecessors levied and had received for them- 
selves, and I myself in like manner. Moreover^ I grant to- them^ 
for myself and for all my heirs for ever^ that freely, unopposed, 
and without view of the foresters, they shall take and receive 
from all their woods and copses at Dene aEid Colemere, all that 
they require for hedgebote and housebote, provided it is done 
under the supervision of the prior or his servants : and that 
none of the foresters are to make any charge or demand upoa 
them at any time. I also grant for myself and all my heirs for 
ever,, that they shall be free from all attachments,, chiminage,* 
and entertaimnents p and their dogs onexpeditated without at- 
tachment* Be it known also, that the aforesaid men of the prior 
at Dene and Colemere shall not destroy their woods and copices 
without ^e assent «f myself or of my heirs^ but it shdl be 
lawful for the prior and canons ta thia oat their woods and 
copices and make sale thereof, provided they ate not too much 
opened or destroyed ; but in no manner shall it be lawful ta 
X3k& theking^s deer nor their greeafood nor their covering. If 
any such injury is done,, the QfTenders shall be amenable for the 
same in the court of the prior,, and if rtils is not sufficient they 
are tabe psoceeded against in the usual manner according to 
the approved usage oi i^e realniL For this grant and quit-claim 
for myself and dil my heirs and successors for ever, the prior 
has given me ten marks of silver. That all the above may 
remain ratified for ever, I have affixed my seal to the present 

^A^outomar; toll for haWog a road or way through the fooes^ 
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writing* These being witnesses — Sir Roger de Merley, & 
Herbert de Burhunt and many others. 

In the month of March, 12569 an agreement was made be- 
tween the prior and convent of Sonthwick on the one part, and 
Ridiard de la Lode and Henry his son^ on the other part. It 
has this rubricated title : — 

Cyrcgnfbum inter tioi, et RScardum di Lotk it Henricum fRum 
efuSf de terra de Buesectle apud la Dene. 

and proceeds to state that : — 

The sdd Richard and Henry had surrendered and granted in 
perpetuity to the prior and convent of Sonthwick, all their right 
and claim in the land of Bnkesetle with all its appurtnances. For 
this donation, the prior and convent were to ^ve to the afore- 
sadd Henry, food and clothing in the priory of Sonthwick, as to 
a servant of their household, until he was of lawful age ; and 
on attaining his majority he was to be admitted to free service 
such as might be suitable, and to have lodging, food and cloth- 
ing in the house appertaining to free service as long as he lived. 
They also undertook to ^ve to the said Richard, food and 
dodiing for life, as a mower of the priory,* and he should stay 
oi their service and they were to provide him a suitable house to 
live in. If, when the said Henry was of lawful age, he should 
wish to depart from them, the prior and convent were to give 
Um five marks of silver ; then he and his father should depart 
from the priory for good and should have no further claim 
upon them* The aforesaid Richard and Henry de la Lode 
were sworn to the faithful observance of this agreement in the 
presence of John Page, Philip de Colemere and many others. 

The two following charters are anterior to the year 1259 

* Qooad Tixerit, sicut pertinet ad mesMvem ejuadem Prioratos. 

Ta 
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and have reference to the property mentioned in the " Fine,** 
^▼en on page 125* 

Beatrix, the daughter of Adam de Pevershee, being in her 
widowhood, grants in perpetuity, for herself and heirs, to 
Gilbert de Stenbenheth, derk, the whole of her land and messu- 
age and fifty acres of wood with appurtenances in Colemere, 
which she had by the ^t of Gdfrid de Pevershee her grand- 
father ; rendering annually at Easter, to her and to her heirs, a 
pair of white kid gloves of the value of one penny ; and to the 
chief lords of the fee, fourteen shillings and two pence yearly; 
forty marks sterling were paid to her as consideration money. 

Andrew le Chaluner and Mabella his wife, and Agatha and 
Agnes, sisters of Mabella, release and quit-claim for themselves 
and their heirs, to Ralph de Coryndon, derk, and to his hdrs 
or assigns for ever, all the ri^t and daim they have or had in 
the messuage, lands, woods, homages, reliefs, rents and all other 
thii^ which Gilbert deStebenheth, derk, had in the village of 
Colemere of the ^ft of Beatrix who was the wife of Richard 
Bonaventure, and the said Ralph gave them a hundred shillings 
for this rdease and quit-claim. 

By diarter dated the feast of the Epiphany in the seventh 
year of Edward I. (1278/9,) :— 

Stephen le Ropere quitted claim for ever to the prior and 
dittrch of the Blessed Mary of Southwick and to the convent 
of the same place, of all his right to the whole of the land of 
Bndcsetle, in the parish of Colemere, which had belonged to his 
mother Helewise, daughter of Humfrey. Witnessed by Joha 
de Colemere, Richard Stack and others. 

Our next charter, that of Lawrence de la Slade, appears to 
have been executed about 1278. It recites that t — 



Ihe Priory cf Souibmck. I41 

With the assent and free will of Edith his wife and of his 
heirs, he surrendered for ever to God and to the diurch of the 
Blessed Mary of Southwick, and to his reverend and religious 
lords, the lord Andrew, prior of the same church, and to the 
canons there serving God, in pure and perpetual alms, the en- 
tire tenement and the whole of the land which he held of them 
of their manor of la Dene at la Slade, with all its appurtenances 
in woods, plains, feedings and pastures ; also all the land with 
appurtenances which he had acquired of Walter Wardeboys^ 
or of anyone else, and all the other lands and goods which 
should in any way come to him in the said manor* Witnessed 
by William de Kemet, lord of Colemere, William Wardeboys 
and many others* 

This charter and quit-claim was supplement^ by another 

similar instrument, whereby — 

Henry Peres of la Dene, son of John Peres, released for 
himself and his heirs to Brother Andrew the prior and to the 
convent of Southwick, all his right in the same land, in their 
manor of la Dene at la Slade, as it lies between the tenement 
which formerly belonged to Lawrence and Edith de la Slade : 
the prior and convent undertaking to give him a quarter of 
wheat on the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist (October 18), and 
thenceforth two quarters of wheat in each year on the same 
festival as long as they lived. Dated at Southwick on the feast 
of the Holy Innocents (December 28) in the week of our Lord's 
Nativity, in the seventh year of the reign of king Henry (1278). 

John de Gardiner, son of John de Gardiner of Colemere, 
granted to God and to the church of fhe Blessed Mary of South- 
wick and to the canons there serving God, a certain messuage 
in the village of Colemere, with all the land which John his 
father formerly held in the village of Colemere \ of which land^ 
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oae croft is near the land of Henry Kemet and the land of 
Lawrence de la Slade^ with the whole of the wood and pasture 
bebnging to the said land, the wood is, that at Wodenhurst^ 
and lies near the wood of William de la Suthuse and the wood 
of la Tome. Witnessed by Master Ralph de Sooth wick> clerk,, 
official of the aschdeacoa of Winchester, and by the whole 
court of Dene- 

At Southwicky. on the Monday nearest before the feast of 
St. Leonard, abbot, in the twenty-fourth year of Edward L 
(November 3, 12969) Henry de Eston granted to the prior and 
canons of the church of the Blessed Mary of Southwick, four 
shillings of annual rent with. all appurtenances,, in^ the village ol 
la Dene, which he had been accustomed to receive annually, 
viz. from William de la Dich twenty pence for a certain garden^ 
there called Caperonespryke, and twenty pence from Henry 
Jons for the tenement which William le Forde holds, adjoining 
the garden that belongs to the chapel of la Dene, and dght pence 
from John le Carpenter for an acre of land lying in la Wode^ 
crofte, which was* formerly held by Richard Young of la Dene*. 
The prior and canons granted him in return the four shillings 
of yearly rent which they were wont to receive from, the 
tenement which Stephen le Forlere of North Colemere holds. 
Witnessed by William Kemet, Richard le Bel and others. 

Gilbert de la Thome and' Matilda hir wife quitted claim, in 
perpetuity, to the prior and canons of Southwick, of all th«r 
right in the land of la Thome at Colemere, with the wood and 
all appurtenances belonging to the same, the prior and convent 
undertaking to give them in return, as long as they should live, 
six quarters of com yearly ; namely, three of wheat, two of 
barley and one of oats, to be received in equal portions at 
Christmas, Easter and Midsununer; and if Matilda his wife 
should die first, then the quantity was to be two qparters. of 
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wheat and two of barley only ; and if the ssud Gilbert died first, 
thenceforth, it was to be two quarters of wheat and one of 
barley, to be given for life. Witnessed by — Master Ralph, 
rector of Scaudedene (Shalden) ; Master Richard, clerk (curate) 
of Southwick and others. 

Before we proceed to the next century, we must go. back 
to a charter of the time of king John and of the priorship of 
Gay,, who was elected prior soon after 1 18 1, and held the office 
till his death in or before 1215. This charter should precede 
that of Peter de Hawklye, page 132. It testifies that — 

Adam de Haukleia quits claim and resigns into the hands of 
G[]uy] the prior and of the canons of Southwick, the whole of 
the land which he holds in the manor of Dene, which they have 
by the gift of the lord king, and had proved their right to it in 
the king's court. To be held by them for ever quit of all claim 
from himself or his heirs. The aforesaid canons having recdved 
hkn into the full fraternity of their church and undertaken that 
after his death the}' will each year keep his anniversary in the 
cmvent -, and he gives himself to the same church, and seleas it 
for his burial place. Witnessed by Roger de Scures, Walter 
itr Andeley and many others.. 

The manor of la Dene having been given by king John in 
1203, to Southwick priory^ the prior was fr<Mn that time lord 
of die manor, and held half-yearly courts and view of frank- 
pledge therein. This led to its being called Prior*! Dean, or the 
Dean of die Prior of Southwick, to distinguish it from other 
places of the same name ;* for there were three other parishes 

^ As an instance of conftision— Sir Robert Atkyns in his History of Gloucester- 
shire, when gfaring an acooont of the well-known parish of Dean in that county. 
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io the county called Dean and about a dozen hamlets. Some 
considerable time natundly elapsed before the use of the pre- 
fix was allowed to appear in legal documents ^ the following 
charter, however»> shows that in the reign of Edward III. it had 
fiilly acquired its present designation. 

Be it known unto all present and to come^ that I, Thomas 
de CamoySy knight»* give and grant, and by this my present 
charter have confirmed to Brother Richard,t prior of South- 
wick, and to the convent of the same place, and' ta their sue* 
cessorsr all die lands and tenements with their appurtenances^ 
called Dossecumbe, in the lordship of Prioresdene. The afore- 
said lands and tenements to be had and held with all their 
appurtenances wheresoever,, by the ssud prior and convent and 
their successors of the chief lords of the fee, by the services 
therefore due and of customary right, freely, quietly and in 
peace for ever. These being witnesses — Robert Markaunt^ 
Ralph Norton, knts. and many others. Given at Priours Dean» 
on St. Leonard's day (November 6), in the forty-first year of the 
reign of king Edward, the third after the conquest. (1 367). 

Sir Thomas de Camoys, by letter of attorney, dated at 
Trotton in Sussex,.on the feast of St. Mark (April 25), 1369, 
authorized Thomas de Colemere to give Brother Richard, prior 
of Southwick,t full seizin of the above-named premises called 
Doscumbe in the manor of Prioursdene* 

Informs his mdiers that tRe manofr was gfven by king John to the prioiy of South* 
wick, Hants, and qiMtes the king's charter. 

* Son and heir of Sir Ralph de Camoys. knight; he died April 1 1, 1372. Hir 
nephew and heir, Thomas, Lord Camoys, commanded the left wing of the EhgllsK 
army at the battle of Agincoiirt and died March aS, 142 1. 

t^ Richaid de Bsamdean elected prior December 13,49;. died, April 2S» 1581* 
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The next instrument is of additional interest, inasmuch as it 
explains the reason of Sir Thomas de Camoy» surrendering the 
property. 

To all the christian faithful to whom this present writing 
shall come, Thomas de Camoys, knight, sends greeting in.the 
Lord. Whereas I lately held of the prior of South wick, .as of 
his manor of Prioursdene, divers tenures according to the -cus- 
tom of the manor, containing two messuages and twenty-seven 
acres of land and ten acres of wood, with appurtenances called 
Doscumbe in Prioursdene ; for which lands and tenements, I, 
the afores^d Thomas, ought to perform divers customs and 
services, namely, the office of tithingman and other rustic duties 
for the same prior, as of the right of his church of the Blessed 
Mary of Southwick, as the other tenants of the manor are bound 
to do ; and forasmuch as I am unwilling to perform the customs 
and services attached to the said lands and tenements, I have 
in the court of the said prior, surrendered through my steward 
all the aforesaid lands and tenements ; , know ye, therefore, that 
I have ratified and accepted the surrender; and in every way, 
for myself and my heirs,. I quit claim for ever to the said prior 
and his successors, all right and claim which I have or in any 
way might have had in all the aforesaid lands or tenements 
with appurtenances. So that neither myself nor my heirs shall 
have any right or claim to the same, or power to sell, but that 
we are henceforth for ever excluded. In testimony of which, 
to these presents I have placed my seal, these being witnesses 
— Bernard Brocas and Robert Markaunt, knights ; and many 
others. Given at Southwick, on Tuesday nearest after the feast 
of St. Mathias the Apostle, [February 26,] in the forty-fourth 
year of England and the thirty-first of France, of the reign of 
king Edward, the third after the conquest. (a.d. 1369/70). 

u 
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Ost November 22, 1380^ William Barbour of Hauklegh, 
released and quit-claimed to Richard de Bramdean,. prior of the 
church of the Blessed Mary of Southwick, and to his successors 
for ever, all his right and claim in all the lands and tenements 
in Priores Dene, which formerly belonged to William atte Lode» 
and the said prior had recovered from the said William in the 
assizes held at Winchester before the king's justices. Wit- 
nessed by John Chamflour, Richard le Bel and many others. 

We are indebted to- the Southwick Archives for all the 
foregoing charters which are given in the order in which they 
are recorded. 

The prior and convent being desirous of letting portions of 
their demesne lands in the manor of Dean and Colmer,* the 
permission of the crown was solicited. On November 2, 1377,. 
king Richard IL caused the usual writ of enquiry to be issued 
and sent to the escheator, and the inquisition was taken at South- 
wick on November ^ before Nicholas de Somerton, the king's 
esdieator for the county ;, John atte Mede, Peter atte Yerd,. 
John Orplyngton, John le Herde,. John Fauconer, Walter Py- 
gas, Nicolas Waite, Walter atte Bempther, William atte Halle^ 
William Clement,. William atte Frithe and Thomas Cammus 
having been sworn as a jury and duly charged with the articles 
contained in the writ jid quod damnum, they declared that — 

It would not be injurious or to the prejudice of the lord king, 
or of others, if the king granted permission to the prior and 
convent of Southwick that they might let out the manor of Dene 
and Colemer with appurtenances, which they held of the king 

* Manerium de Dene et Coimere cum pertinendis ejusdem numerii.. 



Latir Documenff. 147 

in fee-farm, entirely or in certsun parcels at thrir pleasure, to 
certain tenants of the manor ; to be held by these tenants and 
their heirs, upon lease, for any sum of money or rent agreed 
upon between the prior and convent and their successors for 
ever; and the same with respect to any other parcels of land in 
the same manor as might hereafter fall into their hands* The 
jury moreover declared that the said manor was worth yearly, 
in all its issues, beyond reprisals, according to its true value, 
twenty shillings and not more, because the prior *aad convent 
rendered annually for the same to the lord king, ^at his Exche- 
quer, by the hands of the sheriff of the county, £7 18/ $dn 
In testimony thereof, the aforesaid jurors placed their seals to 
the inquisition. Inquisitio post mortem^ I Ric. IL JNh. 73. 

The inquisition having been received and duly considered by 
the court of Chancery, the king's letters patent under the great 
seal were forthwith issued, granting the requisite permission to 
the prior and convent, m accordance with their petition and the 
above return. Rotulus Patentium, I Ric. ILpars 3, memb. 37« 

As regards the priory of Southwick, there is an hiatus in 
the records relating to Colmer and Priors Dean from this period 
till the commencement of the sixteenth century, with the ex- 
ception of a confirmation of the grant of free-warren (page 
128) by Richard II. on October 7, 1391, and a similar confir- 
mation in 1 44 1, by Henry VI. Rctuli Cartarum, 1 5 Ric. IL 
n. 34, et 19 Hen* VI memb. 1 7. 

We will now proceed to the few remaming documents re- 
lating to our history of a date previous to the dissolution of the 
priory. These are — (l). Translations ot three Court Rolls, 
the only ones that have escaped destruction. (2).. A Rental 
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of Prion Dean* and' Colmer m 1522. (3). A copy of the Sab- 
ddy Roll of 1526. 

Two Conns were held eyery year, one in April or May, 
known as the of tnm Hock, and one in October or November, 
called the tnm of St. Martin* The two earliest rolls extant are 
diose of two Cbnrts held in 1505 ; they are as follows : — 

Puoms Dbnb. Vmu cf frank pkige^ with tie court then 
Udm twenty^ivctb day of Maj^ in the twentiitB^year of the reign 
of Hag Henry tba seventh. 

Essoin. None. 

The twelve Jurors z — John Bele, Richard Newlin, John 
CcMnpton, Christopher Pyscod, John Goldsmith, John Meye,, 
John ColUs, William Cole, John Newlin, Thomas Ho6tyton» 
William Spyryng and John Bakear. 

Cert'Piottey.* The tithingman came with his assistants and 
were sworn. They presented that there should be given to 
die lord this day as cert money, five shillings and eleven pence 
kalf penny. 

jFmA They present, that the Warden of Winchester Col- 
lege is a free tenant with snit of Court, and makes default,, 
dierefore he is at mercy. Fined four pence. 

For the next Court. They present, that John Smyth of 
Kawklely^ has an undertenant there without the lord's licence. 
The baililF is to sei^e before the next court is held. 

CoLBMBR. The tithingman there widi his assistants came 
and were sworn. They presented, that the cert-money to be 
pven to the lord this day was ten pence. 

Tliey present that John Wescot, gentleman, holds certain 
free lands and tenements there, by homage and fealty, and the 

^ Head monqr* or a fine paid by householden of manors to the lonls thereof for 
the certain keeping and expenses of manorial oonrts. 
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rent of three shillings yearly with suit of court \ and that he has 
not yet paid the lord for his relief; therefore, the bailiff is 
ordered to distrain the aforesaid lands and tenements for relief, 
homage and fealty. 

Shrajs^ They present,, that a ram and an ewe sheep which 
were found astray on the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, of 
the preceding year,, are now superannuated and sold to John 
Houghton foi twelve pence. 

They pieseni that Richard Compton, who held of the lord, 
one croft called Loi^croft, containing two acres of land; one 
small wood called Briggeswode, containing seven acres of land 
lying between Pypelberesthome, on the south side, and the 
wood of John Compton, called Meyeswood, on the east side, 
has closed his last day ; for which the lord takes twenty pence 
as an heriot. Upon which, came John Compton, son of the 
aforesaid Richard, and took out of the lord's hands all the 
aforesaid land and wood with all their appurtenances, to have 
and to hold to himself and his heirs according to the customs 
of the manor, by the rent and services there-for due and of 
customary right; and he gave to the lord as a fine to hold the 
same, six shillings and eight pence, did fealty to the lord and 
was admitted as tenant. 

^eerers* — John Cole and John Compton, who were duly 
sworn. 

Priorbsdbnb. View of frank fUJ^e with the court there held^ 
on the thirteenth day of October^ in the twentffirst year of the reign 
of ting Henry the seventh. [A.D. ISoSl* 

The twelve Jurors : — John Bele, John Compton, Richard 
Newlin, William Smyth, John Colies, William Cole, John New- 

* Penons appointed in Court-feett tnd Court Baioni who settle snd modftitp 
the fines and amerciamenct imposed on flifleqden« 
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1^, John Maye, •'WUliam^Bakear, William Spyryng, Thomas 
Hart>erd9 Richard Carbtll, John Houghton. 

Cert'^moruj. The tithingmen there, came and were sworn, 
and presented, that five shillings and eleven pence half-penny 
ought to be given to the lord that day as cert-money* 

Fines. They present, that the warden of Winchester Col- 
lege is a free tenant with suit of court, and makes default, 
therefore he is at mercy. Fined four pence. 

Forfeited strays. They present, that a ewe sheep of a white 
colour came there astray on the feast of St. Michael the Arch- 
angel; in the 2 1st year of the reign of king Henry VU. and 
proclamation was made in the market {m foro] and no one has 
claimed her, therefore forfeited to the lord and sold to "jxAm 
Newlyth for six pence. 

Proclamation of a stray. They present, that a ram of a black 
colour, came there astray on the feast of Pentecost last past, and 
is in the keeping of Thomas Harberd. The bailiff is ordered to 
make proclamation of the aforesaid stray, in the market-place. 

Forfeiture of. a stray. They present that John Compton, the ^ 
keeper of a ram of a white colour, worth six pence, which came 
there astray on the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, in the 
2oth year of the reign of king Henry the seventh, and is a ; 
forfeit into the hands of the lord. 

Penalty. They present that the highway at Lodehill is in a i 
bad state by default of the tenant, and the tithingmen are to 
have the same repaired against the feast of Easter then next 
ensuing, under the penalty of six shillings and eight pence. 

CoLMER. The tithingmen there, came and presented, that 
there is to be given to the lord this day ten pence as cert-money. 

Essdin. John Goldsmyth of the common, by John Comp-- 
ton» and Thomas Houghton by John Houghtouv 
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Diftraint for reiief. They present^ that John Compton, 
junior, who held of the lord certain free lands by homage and 
fealty, and by the rent of twenty shillings a year, has dosed his 
last day, for which, the lord takes a relief. Therefore it is 
ordered that the bailiff there, shall distrain for the relief* 

Heriot and fine. They present that Richard Compton, who 
held of the lord a messuage and twelve acres of land, called 
Haresses,. has closed his last day ; whereupon the lord takes as 
an beriot a caw worth ten shillings. And Robert Sander came 
and took out of the lord's hands the aforesaid messuage and 
twelve acres of land with all its appurtenances ; to have and to 
hold to him and Johanna his wife during their lives, who had 
been disseized of it, to hold according to the custom of the 
manor,, by the rent and services as heretofore due of customary 
right. He gave to the lord as a fine for the same estate ten shil- 
lings and did his fealty to the lord and was admitted as tenant* 

Ftm. Also to this court came the same Robert Sander, and 
petitioned to have of the lord a joint estate with Johanna his 
wife, late wife of Richard Compton, in a messuage and a vir- 
gate of land with all their appurtenances, called Slade, in the 
tithing of G>lmere ; to have and to hold the same during his life, 
according to the custom of the manor by the rent and service 
heretofore due and of customary right : and he gave to the lord 
as a i|ne six shillings and eight pence, also did his fealty to the 
lord and was admitted tenant thereof. 

Priouresdene. Pannage and costs. They present that John 
Meye pays three-pence for pannage of his pigs and charge for 
his lands there this year, and for pannage of pigs and charge 
for lands called Lode-place there, this year, six-pence. Total 
nine-pence. 

Relief and fiaitf^ They present, that to this court came Helen 
G>mpton, and late wife of John Compton, junior, deceased^ 
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and acknowledged that she held there of the lord^ certain free 
lands called Parkeland, and did homage and fealty to the lord, 
and having paid the yearly rents to the lord of twenty shillings, 
as a relief, was admitted as a tenant. 

They also present that all other things are right. 

^eererx — John Bele and John G>mpton9 sworn. 

Received at the two G>urts : — 

For Cert-money . . l^s Jd 

For fines and reliefs • . 46 4 

For heriots » • • LI 8 

For perquisites of 0>urt . 2 8 

For pannage of pigs . 9 

Sum total, ,View of Frank-pledge with the Courts 75/. 

The remaining Roll is interesting as being that of the last 
court held by the prior of South wick. 

Priorsdbne and Colemere. View of frank pledge^ with the 
court held there on the second day of Aprils in the twenty'-mnth year 
of the reign of king Henry the VIIL [a.d. 1 5383.. 

Essoin. John Holaway was essoined* by John Compton; 
John Pescod and Jc^ Westbroke by William Bele. 

The twelve furors. Richard Bele, Henry Meye, John Baker, 
jun"", Richard Newlyn, John Houghton, sen"^, John Baker, jun*"^ 
Thomas Houghton, jun"", Thomas Meye, William Baker, John 
Constable, John Saunder and William Colles. 

Jurors for the lord king in assize. On this day John Holo- 
way being of lawful age was sworn for the lord king in assize. 

Cert^money. The tithing man of Prioresdene with all his 
men being sworn, presented, that on this day is given to the 
lord for cert-money, five shillings and eleven-pence halfpenny.. 

* Uls absence accounted for by etc. . 
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Cert'-rmnej. The tithing man of Cohner with his ten men 
in like manner gave for cert-money twelve pence half-penny. 

Strays, And that an ewe sheep of a white colour was found 
astray within the lordship ; a year and a day having elapsedand 
proclamation duly made and no one claimed it, therefore it is 
adjudged to belong to the lord and appraised at six-pence, in 
the keeping of William Bele. And they present,, that all other 
things are right*. 

The jury declared all the aforesaid presentments to be trae». 
and, moreover, that they have neither the stocks nor tumbrill 
[le stokkes neque tumbrill^ within the lordship, to punish 
cransgressoirs* Therefore, it was ordered that the tithing 
should have and cause to be* made, a suitable pair of stocks^ 
before the feast of St. Michael the Archangel (September 
29,) then next ensuing, under a penalty of six shillings and 
eight-pence. And that other things are right. 

Freeholders, The homage present upon their oath, that the 
warden of New College, Winchester, a free tenant with salt of 
court, has made default ; therefore is at the lord's mercy. Fined 
four-pence. And that all other things are right. * 

^eerers. None here. 

Sum of this view with the court — Ts \od. charged in the 
account of the bailiff there in the 30th year of the reign of king 
Henry Vm. • 

An cistract of the Rental of Prior sdene^ as renewed bj the entire 
homage^ in the fourteenth year of the reign of king Henry the eighth 
[a.d. 15223, in the time qf William Norton, prior of the house and 
church of the Blessed Mary of Southwick, 

In the first place, the warden of New C)llege^ 
^Winchester, holds freely certain lands called Gollye by 
the yearly rent of .......... 23^ o 

X 
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William Bede» holds by copy* one messuage and* 
ooe crofty and certain lands called Heryngs, by the 
yearly rent of • . • • . lor o^ 

Robert Saumler hokts by copy certain lands called 
Peperlands^ by the yearly rent of • • .11/ ^d^ 

John Westbroke, sen^. holds by copy certain lands 
called Budecum^ by the rent of • » ^ 10/ ^^ 

"William Beele, holds freely certain lands called 
BdySy at the yearly rent of - » .. idr o« 

The same "Vimiiam Beele holds by copy certain landf 
called Bedylls and Cockespyrks^at the ycariy rent of 8^ o 

|(4in Peskod holdlB fredy certain lands called Hac* 
dierd at the yearly rent of ^ ». ». 7/ o 

Johw Compton^. holds freely certain lands called 
Dydiehouse, at the yearly rent of • . lU ^ 

John Colly s^ holds freely certain lands called Jochys 
at the yearly rent of • • .6/0 

Ro^rt Sawnder, holds by copy certain lands called 
Haryys at the yearly rent of two cocks and two hens, 
and •. .. . .^ .. - 9r'8dl 

Ambrose Swyfth, holds by copy one messuage called 
Loodplace and certain lands, by the yearly rent of 10/ 6d. 

The same Ambrose Swyfth, Holds by copy certaiQ> 
lands called Fenell» woode by the yearly rent of three ^ 
hens and one cock and • • - » 6d^ 

The same Ambrose pays as pannage for the etitire year 6d^ 

Richard H6ughton, holds by copy certun lands 
called Fordesy by the yearly rent of . . aijr^JL 

* That It by copy of CouirRoU; hence the welK4nowii tenn etfykaUL A copy- 
hold estate it as cttMe the only Titible tide to which it the <i^ ^ Me Coini XOU 
wftich ai« madr oat hy the steward of the manor on a tenant being admitted to 
any parcel of land or tenement bdooffaif to the manor* Holding iseely» meana 
atfiaebolcL 
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John Bakear holds by copy certain lands called Dos- 
cumbe^.jit the yearly rent of • • .7^0 

The same John holds by copy certun lands called 
Grepelane^ by the yearly rent of • • • 8i/. 

The same John Bakear, holds by copy certain lands 
called HornesfeldSy by the yearly rent of • • lor. 

John CapuUey holds freely certain lands called Snth- 
•tfete»,at the yearly rent of .. • .13/4^ 

The vrarden of New College, Winchester, holds free- 
ly certain lands called Frenchys,. at the yearly rent of g/« 

John Compton, holds freely certain lands called Isers 
by the yearly rent of . ^ . . 4/ ^ 

William Baker, holds by copy certain lands called 
SpyryngeSy by the yearly rent of six hens and ,. l6s ft^ 

The same William Baker pays, as pannage, for the 
whole year, for Spyrynges aforesaid • • ^ 

William Sprynyg, holds by copy certain lands called 
Bnrfeyles, by the yearly rent of • • . 20/. 

The same William, holds a wood by copy at the 
yearly rent of two capons. 

Richard Compton, holds by copy certain lands called 
Slade, by the yearly rent of • • • 16s 2dL 

John Colly 8, holds by copy certain lands called a 
Tardland, at the yearly rent of a capon and . 4^* 

Ambrose Smyth, holds by copy certain lands called 
Wulfumhey, by the yearly rent of . .12/ 

Henry Mey, holds by indenture the demesne lands, 
by the yearly rent of ... . 46/ 8dL 

John Westbroke, holds by copy certain lands called 
Bowkeleysmere, by the yearly rent of . • dp 8^. 

John Compton, holds by copy certsun lands called 
Cowlees, by the yearly rent of . ^ k 6s ^ 

Xft 
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Jblm Cdlys^ holds by copy certain lands called 
Reynolds, by the yearly rent of • . ^ l^ ^ 

Richard Hoaghton» holds freely certun lands called 
Tuppys, by the yearly rent of . . .3/0 

J(^ CollySy holds by copy certain lands called 
(Hdecourty by the yearly rent of «. • » l^ o 

Sum total of the rents of Dene £18 13/ idL 
Also as chttrch^cot,, 3 capons^ 3 cocks and X I hens«. 

Ii£ats / CoUmer. 

John CoUys holds freely certadn lands c^ed Crosse* 
£eids», by the yearly rent of » • . 4r. 

John Comptoo^ holds freely certain lands called 
Fdidhonse, by the yearly rent of . . , 3/» 

The same John Compton holds by copy certain lands 
called Snthouse, by the yearly rent of » • idr. 

Henry Goldsmyth,. holds freely certain lands called 
HariemoDche, by the yearly rent of . • 5/. 

John Compton^ holds by copy certain lands called 
Pydcrofte and Wyldewoodes,, by the yearly rent of 3/. 

The same John holds by copy certain lands called 
Longcroft and Bryggewoods by die yearly rent of 2/. 

The same John Compton, holds by copy certain 
Imda called Beteryges, by the yearly rent of » 61 Bd^ 

William Beele, holdis by copy certain lands called 
Pypnlberey by the yearly rent of • • 26s 8J» 

Richard Norton, Esquire, holds freely certain lands 
formerly John Westcott's, by the yearly rent rf . 3/. 

The Rector there, liolds by copy certain lands called 
Fostcrfelds, by the yearly rent of . . 3/. 

John Houghton, holds by copy certain lands and a 
aiessuage called Thomehouse,. by the yearly rent of 8/ 8i» 
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John Comptoo^ holds freely certain lands called 
Parkesgroundy. by the yearly rent of • .. 20s. 

Richard Norton, holds by indenture certain lands 
called Malspyrke^ by the yearly rent of • ^tL 

The same Richard,, holds freely certain lands called 
Rowlefers, by the yearly rent of «. • • lid. 

John Houghton,^ holds by copy certain lands called 
Scerryers, by the yearly rent of • • . ^t j^ 

John .Constable, holds by copy certain lands called 
Ryggbeys,, by Ae yearly rent oi • • . lis 6tL 

John Houghton, holds by copy certain lands called 
Blontysmere, by the yearly rent of • .13/4^ 

The same John holds by copy certain lands called 
Lytyll Bycksetyll„ by the yearly rent of . . id/. 

Richard Norton, holds by indenture certain lands 
called Ottewells, by the yearly rent of . . V ^ 

John Houghton, holds by copy certdn lands called 
Gxete Bycksetyll,. by the yearly rent of . • 32/. 

John Compton^ holds by copy a wood called Har- 
meryswoode„ by the yearly rent of • . 2/ dJl 

John Houghton, holds by copy a wood called Wor- 
nest, by the yearly rent of .. . • 3/. 

John Westbroke„ holds by copy a wood at Wor- 
denhurst, by the yearly rent of . . « &/. 

Sum total £ 10 1/ I id. 

Cert-money of Priorsdene, yearly 1 1/ I id. 
Cert-money of Collemer, yearly 2/ id. 

Sum total 14/. 

The assize rents of Prioresdene and Collemer with the cert 
money there, yearly, amounts in all to £29 9c o. 
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bi all oar translationSy the actual spelling of the names of 
places and persons in the original documents has been adhered 
tO;. uniformity of spelling was not attempted until the eight- 
eenth century.. 

. We aK indebted to the Southwick Archiines JFor the three' 
Court Rblls' and the foregoing Rental; and' here closing our 
extracts from this rich mine, we cannot but express our thank- 
fulness for having been permitted to peruse and extract' there- 
from all the records relating to Colmer and Priors Dean. 

Among the ancient records of the Exchequer are preserved 
the returns for the county of Southampton, made by William 
Paulet» Richard Waller and Robert Puttenham^ Esquires, the 
Commissroners assigned to assess the Lay-subsidy granted by 
Parliament to king Henry VIII.. in 1525. John Belchamber of 
Basingstoke was appointed collector for the hundred of Barton 
Stacey, under which hundred occur the following particulars 
relating to Priors Dean and Colmer. The return not only fur- 
nishes us with the names of the parishioners or householders^ 
but It enables us to judge of their relative condition with re> 
gard to woridly prosperity. The first column of figures gives 
the value of their goods^ the second column is the rating or 
assessment.. 

r 

Parisb of Priarisdene and Colmer* 

MaixgdTj Newlyth^ in gndes £ 10 5/. 

Richard Newlyth ,, 8 4/. 

John Baker ,, 6 J/. 

Robert Milles ,^ 3, u 6d^ 
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Richard Howton, 


ingades 




4(w 




12JL 


John CoUes 


>» 


£4 






2/. 


William CoUes 
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2/. 


William Speryng 


99 




40/ 
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Richard Baker 


If 


4 
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Harry Mey 


»» 


13. 
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John Baker 
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William Bele 


»» 
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Richard Spering 
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John O>mpton 


9> 


4 






2/. 


Richard Hought<»i 


9» 
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4^ 


8dL 


William Speryng 


»> 




3Sf¥ 


8dL 


Mcholas Baker 


»f 




33' 


4i 


8dL 


John Bocher 


»> 




20/ 




♦^ 


Richard Herbord 


»» 




20/ 




4dL 


Thomas Pynk 


»» 


36 
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Thomas Pynk, jmi% 


M 
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William Pynk, jun^^ 


M 


J 






1/ dJL 


Nicholas Pynk 


90 


4 






2/. 

• 


William P^ 
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40/ 
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John Compton 


9> 


36 






3d/. 


RandollHaU 


»» 
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1/ 6d. 


John Honghton 


>f 


10 
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John Constable 


M 




20/ 




4/£ 


William Pynk 


»» 




33' 


4i 


8JL 


John Credell 


M 


d 






3'- 



Amount of the Subsidy £7 19/ 6^ 

The above subsidy was at the rate of one shilling in the 
pound for all amounts above £20; sixpence in the pound for 
diose from £2 to £20, and four-pence in the pound for every^ 
thing under £2. 
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' The dissolodoQ of the priory of Soothwick mast have been 
contemplated by Cardinal Wolsey in 1525, if it is true that the 
manor of Colmer was included in a grant, which he obtained 
that year, of various manors wherewith to endow his college 
of Christchurchy Oxford. The grant was not however carried 
out in* the case of Colmer, it continued to belong to the priory, 
and the dissolution did not take place till 1539, ^^^^ Wolsey's 
falL William Norton, the last prior, surrendered on April 7, 
and received a pension of £66 13/ ^'r- pensions were given 
CO the other officers of the priory p. and the site was granted to 
Johir White for £251 13/ 4^. 

The relations between the priory and our two parishes, as 
may have been observed, were decidedly secular*. The prior 
was lord of the manor. The manor of Dean formed a part of 
the andent demesne of the crown until king John granted it to 
the priory -, Colmer, which was an adjuna or member of Dean, 
had been granted by him to the priory when earl of Mortaigne. 
The grant of Colmer,.. did not, however, include the hid^ of 
land held ia I086 by Humfrey, the king's chamberlain, (pa^ 
102), which always remained unconnected with the priory, a 
circumstance which sometmes led to its being considered as a 
manor of itself, and its owner was not unusually spoken of as 
the lord or lady of Colmer. 

In the reign of Henry II. abopt the year 1 1 84, Henry de 
Kemet and his wife Sabella paid a fine of forty shillings for a 
grand assize, in respect of this hide of land, against Michael 
de Versona.. About 12 19, lady Cecilia de Kernet is mentioned 
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as paying three shillings for herbage. VHUiam de Eemet, lord 
of Colmer, was a witness to charters in 1 278 and 1 296. We 
lose sight of the Kernets after this, in consequence perhaps of 
the hiatus in the foregoing documents^ 

In the sixteenth century the name of JohnWestcot^ gentle-t 
man, seems to occupy the place of Eemet, and he has to pay a 
like sum of three shillings^ Richard Norton may hasre sucr 
ceeded as either owner or occupier. la 1625, Henry Adys of 
Westminster, for a competent sum of money and other consid- 
erations, conveyed Colmer Farm, then io the occupation of Sir 
Peter Bettisworth and Thcuqas his son, to Philip and Simon 
Digby, both of London. 

It would be sometime duriQg the break in our history that 
Winchester College became possessed of Goleigh Farm, 249 
acres of which are in Priors Dean, and which it still holds at the 
present time. The transfer to the College took place^ so far as 
can be ascertained, during the life«tin)e of its founder, William 
of Wykeham, who was bishop of Winchester from 1 363 to 
1404. He was a great benefactor to Southwick Priory, where 
his father and mother, John and Sibil, were buried. 

The later documents bring us down nearly to the time 
when the Registers commence, and we find in them names with 
which the Registers have already made us familiar. The most 
important of these is that of Compton. John, at the big house 
Priors Dean ; Richard, at Slade ; another John, at Field Farm. 
We thus get some idea how — through the marriage of Benja- 
min Tichborne and Elizabeth Compton, which we shall have 

y 
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•omething more to say about — the Tichbornes first obtained a 
footing in Priors Dean, and then in the course of time absorbed 
two-thirds of the whole land in the two parishes. 

In 1840, Church Farm, Harmage-land and Winter's — 332 
acres and a half — belonged to the widow of Moses Hawker, 
and then to Mrs. English who sold "Winter's to Mr. Martineau, 
and, in 1854, Harmage-land ta Sir Edward Doughty, to whom 
Mr* Bourne, in 1852, sold the cottage and garden named on 
page 67. In 1879, ^^^^ 3^ ^4^» being the whole of the land 
in Colmer, south of the Petersfield road, belonging to the 
Hchbome estate, was, by means of an exchange for lands 
elsewhere, annexed to the Basing estate. 

The following shows the extent of the various properties 

in the two parishes after the recent changes^ according to the 

quantities given in the Tithe Map : — 

The Hchbome Estate, 
G. Arthur J. Scott, 
William Nicholson, 
Winchester 0>llege, 
The English Family, 
Glebe and Church Yards, 
George Stacey, 
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ECCLESIASTICAL. 

The Grtat Masttr undt "I tti 

Ne best in kind, but in degrtt; 

I gave a variaiu gift to each 

To charm, to itrenpben and te teacb^ 

LaNarauaw. 

m^iP N the r«gn of Henrjr n., sometime betweea the yeara 
HS Bi I '<^l ^^^ * I7'3t ^^ chapel of Dene, gitoated in the 
BBfl^B king's demesne, was transferred to the church of 
CoLBHBll b; Richard Fitz Tursda the sheriff^ who was parson 
of Alton and Colmer, (page III), priors Deaq then became 
a chapelry annexed to the reaory of Colmer; this gave Colmer 
an ecclesiastical preeminence over Dean; bnt in its manorial 
position, its designation continued to be the manor of Dean and 
Colmer. The patronage of the united beaeiice seems to have 
been vested in the owner of the independent bide of land in 
Colmer s it is certain that Southmck Priory had nothing to do 
with it, and there can be no doubt that Hnmphry, the king's 
chamberlain, the only landowner in Colmer Domesday Book 
mmtioos, had ori|pnally the patronage of Colmer chnrch, aad 

Ta 



1^4 Eecksiastical Taxation. 

hb successors after him. When Priors Dean was annexed, the 
patron would present to both* 

Both the churches were situated in the Rural Deanery of 
Alton. In the Taxatio EccUsiaitica of pope Nicholas IV., about 
129I, under <*Decanatus de Aweltone/' we find — 

Tazada Dedma. 

Ecdia de Colemer, £13 6 8 £168 

and under **Suthwyk/' — 

Dene ad . • £ g o o 

In the reign of Edward HI^ a tax of a ninth was imposed, 
and the parishioners, on their oath, were to find the true value 
of the ninth of com, wool, and lambs. The amount of the an- 
dent tax of the church was to be stated, and afterwards, if the 
ninth did not exceed the tax, the causes why it did not amount 
to the tax and value of the church were to be assigned — ^as that 
other articles were included in the valuation of the church, such 
as the dos or glebe, tithe of hay and other tithes — and if any 
religious house had property therein, such property was to be 
found and returned. The following is a translation of the re- 
turn for the parish of Colmer, made in the fourteenth year of 
Edward III., aj3. 1340, from the Nonarum Inquisitumes. 

Parish <f CoUmere* 

Names in the said parish. Thomas de Wescote, Richard 
de Bel, William de Gollegh, Radulph de Bonebrouk; being 
sworn, declare upon their oath that the ninth of com, wool, 
and lambs, of the aforesaid parish of G>lemere, was worth in 
the aforesaid fourteenth year, 44r. And they declare that the 
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aforesaid ninth, in the year aforesaid^ cannot amount to the 
tax of the aforesaid chnrch, because the tithe of the church is 
endowed with a messuage of fourteen acres of land and tea 
acres of woody pasture for six cows and one hundred sheep« 
which are worth 30^ 6d per annum. And they say that the 
tithe of apples and other small tithes with the offerings and 
mortttary fees of the said church are worth £6 idr id per 
annum. And they declare that the ninth of the temporalities of 
the prior of Suthewlk were worth in the aforesaid fourteenth 
year, 60/, of which a tenth is psdd to the king. 

This is an important document as it ^ves us some idea of 
the value of the benefice at that time, which would be about 
£28 2/ 8J, including the glebe, ofFeriQgs and fees. The value 
is somewhat higher than in the reti|r^ fifty years before, the 
great tithes alone being £ 19 I 6a The fourteen acres of ^ebe 
corresponds with the acreage of Fosters ([page 156,) and the 
home meadow, omitting the house and garden. But what of 
the other ten acres ? The Common allotn^ent was not added to 
the glebe until the present century. Does this refer to Great 
and Little Parson's Paddock, ten and a half acres^ adjoining 
Fosters, and now part of the Tichbgrae estate? It will be 
observed that the value of the temporalities of the prior is the 
same nearly as that of the benefice. 

The next account we meet with pf the taxation of the 
revenues of the rectory is in the Valor EccUsiasticus^ commonly 
called the "King's Book/' The returns were made by com- 
mand of Henry VUI. about the year 1535. The following is 
a translation of that relating to our parishes. 



l66 First Frmts and Tenths. 

Rbctort op Colmbr. Peter Bentb, now Rector. 

Prjors Dean ir touted in perpetuity to this church. 

It 18 worth in &rm land called gide lande^ tithes £ s d 

offeringis and other fees^ according to the tithe roll 22 17 lo 

Paid out in Procorations and Synodals • 8 6 

And it b worthy over and above • 22 9 4 

Thence the Tenth • » • • 2 4 11 

The First-fruits and Yearly Tenths now pud by the clergy 
are very nearly the same as those named in these returns^ for 
instance, the reaor of Colmer pays to Queen Anne's Bounty 
on his appointment £22 0/ lldf or the above net value, less 
die tenths with the addition of £l 16/ 6d^ for office expenses, 
besides £2 4/ lid yearly, and six-pence more for the receipt. 
ThesQ payments, originally exacted by the pope, were added 
to the crown revenue in the reign of Henry VIII. and restored 
to the church by Queen Anne m 1704. 

A complete list of the rectors would be desirable and per- 
haps might be obtained ; but it is a question, if it came to be a 
mere catalogue of names, whether it would pay for the time 
and labour necessary for the search* The names of a few of 
the early rectors have been met with in the course of our in- 
vestigations, we will begin widi these, and afterwards give a 
more detailed account of the reaors of later times. 

Richard Fitz Turstin, (Filius Turstini,) is to be remem- 
bered as having united the two churches. He was a pluralist, 
sheriff of the county, and parson of Alton, Colmer, and Dene. 
His father, Richard Turstin, was sheriff before him» and held 
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the office from 1 155 to 1 160 ; during these years he seems to 
have been gnilty of some acts of tyranny to oblige a cert^o 
Gilbert of Priors Dean, It was remembered fifty years after 
that he had violently ejected Seward Seele, his wife and sons, 
and Gilbert held the land thus vacated ; Goddard, one of the 
sons, was then living and he was not likely to forget. In like 
manner, he ejected the father of William Thie, and a widow 
named Soberga, and Gilbert again, took possession of the lands. 
We do not read that Fitz Turstin did the same, he seems to 
have done nothing worse than to wink at an encroachment on 
the common pasture when this same grasping Gilbert enclosed 
the field called Snaudon. These things were done before the 
priory of Southwick became possessed of the manor. Fitz 
Turstux ceased to be sheriiFia 1 170. 

Richard Rupue, described as ckrlms in a meaorandnm^ 
made about 1 245, concerning some money for providing the 
liveries of knights, Serjeants and marines, which he and Wil- 
liam Hardell and John de Colemere had to account for. 

Gilbert db Stbbbnhbth, clerk; to lyhom Beatrix Bout- 
venture, daughter of Adam de Pevershee, when a widow, gave 
the whole of her laad and fifty acres of wood at Colmer. 

Ralph db CoryndoNj^ clerk ; to whom Andrew le Chaluner 
and his wife Mabella, and her two sisters, Agatha and Agnes, 
confirmed the grant made, as above, to Gilbert Stebenheth. 

William Bekkb, who is described as parson of the church 
of Colmere, and brother and heir of Valentine Bekke, knt. in a 
precept (circa 1 340,) to John Estbnry, the escheator for the 
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county of Hants, concerning the manor of Woodcote, which 
Bekke held of the king for keeping the gaol at "Winchester. 

Pbtbr Bbntlb was rector when the Valor EccUsiasticus was 
compiled, that is, about 1535 ; we have therefore passed over 
two hundred years, but from this time the list is complete. A 
Peter Bentley was instituted toBentworth in 1551, probably 
the same. Thomas Hardware was curate of Priors Dean when 
the Registers commence in 1538, and he remained until 1585* 

John Stmpson was instituted before May 18, 1541. 

WiLUAM KiNGSMiLL was instituted before July 5, 1543* 

John Tredgold was instituted before April 27, 1545. In 
15^3* 'Hiomas Howell*^ was his curate at Colmer« 

La WKBNCE Washington, instituted November 23, 1 565, 
also to Falley (Fawley), Hants, in I574» seems to have resided 
at Colmer. In 1585, David Powellf succeeded Thomas Hard- 
ware as curate of Priors Dean for three years,^ if the entries in 
the Register from 1585 to 1 588 are in the same handwriting 
as a note on the fly-leaf — 

Per me Dauukm Powell eiufdem parochia Curatum. 
There are two other hands at least before we come to 1607, 
when Gabriel MorreU was curate for a short time only, as he 
was succeeded the same year by John Greaves. The fact of 
there being a cux^te specially for Priors Dean, shows that it 
was considered then,, in the time of the Comptons, of more 

* There was a Thomas Howell, minister of Abernant, Wales, who had a son, 
John, bom in 1594, who became celebrated in his day as a voluminous writer. 

f Was he a son of David Powell,, a. teamed Welsh, divine, who was rector o£ 
Ruabon, 1576 to 15982* 
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importance than in later times. The entry from the Re^ster. 
^ven on page 95, recording the burial of Sara Washington, 
probably refers to a niece of Lawrence Washington. His wife 
died in 1 592 ; this is the entry of her burial : — 

Anno 1592 May Iff decmfedf Joane Wa/Kngtm the mfe rf 
Lawrence WqPungton par Jon cf Colmer* 

Lawrence Washington may have resigned in 1609, as his 
death is not recorded; but the mere absence of an entry is no 
evidence. 

John Grbavbs, instituted November 16, 1609. We read 
of him that he was the most celebrated schoolmaster in the 
county. He had four sons» all of them distinguished for ^eir 
enunent learning and ability, and who must therefore have in* 
herited peculiar talents from their £stther. John« the eldest, in 
all notices of him, is said to have been bom at Colmer in l6o2« 
This is not improbable, as his father may have been curate be- 
fore he became rector, as we know he was of Priors Dean, but 
there is no entry in the Register to corroborate the statement* 
Of the birth of Nicholas, the second son, we know nothing; 
while as to Thomas and Edward, the two youngest, we are 
assured by a certificate in the Register {page 89), that they 
were born and baptized at G>lmer between 1609 and 1^17. 

John, the eldest, in 1617, the year after his father's death, 

when fifteen years of age was entered at Baliol College, Oxford 

and proceeded to the degree of b.a. July 6, 1623. He was 

afterwards elected fellow of Merton College, where he pursued 

his mathematical and philosophical studies, and took his M.iL 

z 
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degree June 25, 1628. Two years after this, he was eleaed 
professor of Geometry in Gresham College* Archbishop Laud 
was now his great patron and assisted him to make a journey 
to Egypt where he went in 16379 with Dr. Edward Pocock. 
At Constantinople, he was warmly received by the patriarch, 
Cyril Lucar/ who greatly assisted him in a search for ancient 
Greek and Arabic manuscripts, to purchase which at any price 
he had a commission from Laud. He returned in 1639 with a 
valuable collection and with some gems and statues. He was 
appointed Savilian Professor of Astronomy and allowed to hold 
his fellowship, because the estates charged with the support 
of the professorship had become impoverished through the dvU 
war. When he heard of the death of Charles L he wrote thus 
to Dr Pocock, — ''O my good friend, never was sorrow like 
our sorrow ! Excuse me now if I am not able to write to you 
and answer your questions. O Lord God, avert this great sin 
from this nation ! ^ John Greaves suffered with the rest of the 
Royalists and was expelled from the University ; he quitted it 
with deep regret and went to London where he superintended 
the publication of his writings* He translated some AraUc 
and Persian treatises and wrote a valuable dissertation on the 
pyramids entitled *^Pyramidographia." He proposed a scheme 
for amending the Calendar, which was eleven days wrong, by 
leaving out the intercalary day for forty years. Some accounts 
say that he married late in life. He died October 8, 1652, 
soon after he had completed his fiftieth year, his death having 

* He it was who presented the jtlexamlnam MS of the Septuagint to Charles L 
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Been hastened by incessant study» and by the troubles which 
harassed his later years. He was buried in the church of S. 
Benet Sherehog, London^ afterwards destroyed in the great 
fire. A complete list of his works is given in the first volume 
of the Hanf shire Repository, 

Nicholas, the second son, was a commoner of S. Mary 
Hall, Oxford and became fellow of All Souls in 1627, and d.d. 
in 1643. He was afterwards dean of Dromore, Ireland. 

Thomas, the third son, went to Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford, and was elected fellow of his college in 1636; the 
year following he became deputy Reader in Arabic during the 
absence of Dr. Pocock in Egypt. At his death in 1676, he was 
prebend of Peterborough. His epitaph is given in Popham's 
Ebpa Sepukhralia* 

THOMAS GRAVIUS, S.T.P. 

Ecdefiae Petriburgenfis Prebend. 

Vir summse pietatis et eruditionis ; 

In Philofbphicis pauds fecundus } 

In Philologids peritii&mis par; 

h linguis Orientalihus plerifque major^ 

Quarum Perjioam notis in appendice 

Ad Biblia Polyglotta doftifiime illufbravit. 

ArMcam publice in Academil Oxon. profelfiis eft, 

Digniflimus etiam qui Theologiam in eodem loco profiteretur;. 

Poeta infuper et Orator infignis ; 

Atque in Mathematicis profunde doftus. 

Reipublicse literarias et Ecdefias Chriftiana^ 

Flebilis obiit Maij 22. Anno 1 676. 

iEtat. fuas 65. 
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Edward, the yonngestt became probationer fellow of AH 
Soiils^ Oxford in 1634, ^^ doctor of Medicine in 1641. He 
was ph jsidan to Charles JL and created a baronet. His death 
took place in l68o» when his renuuns were Isud in the parish 
chnrch of Covent Garden^ the interior of which was burnt out 

io 1795- 

It it a fStj we Know so litde of the father of these illnstri-- 

OQS sons ^ his neat and precise hand-writing in the Registers 
•hows that he would carry out accurately and carefully what- 
ever he had to dow With mortal eyes he saw not his childrens" 
•nccess as he was takeD'from them in 1616, when they were 
young- There is no entry in the Register of his burial. 

His widow surviTed him twenty-four years ; it is supposed 
•he resided at Alton after his death as she left some land there- 
to the Alton Free Grammar School. She was buried at Col— 
mer^ and here is the entry in the Register : — 

Jifr/. Siura Greaves^ mdJow^. wot buried the xxvijtb <f 
Jum^ 1640- 

Her remains were laid by her husband's in the chancel and a& 

large slab orer the grave bears this simple inscription v. — 

lOANNES GREAVES 

OBIIT b6i^ 

aARA GREAVES 

OBIIT 1640. 

But the letters are fast becoming obliterated by time and the- 
footsteps of the living. A more durable memorial exists m a 
brass which, with marble and alabaster surroundings was placed 
low down on the north wall of the chancel blocking up the 
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* 

squint^ as already stated in page 26» this was removed to the 
north transept in 1875, when the north wall was re-built, a 
new window made where it had been» and the squint opened 
oiit» This is the inscription i— - 

PATRl*8VO*CHARl8fl^MO 
BT * MATRI * DVLCISBIliAB 
I0ANNI*BT*SaRA* GUBAVEB 
PaRBNTIBUS * OPTIMIS * 

PI|88IMia* MBRmssniiB* 

Iqamnbs * NicHouya * Thokas * 
Eqwardo *^*^ Grba^vbo*^ 

FIUJ • POSVBRUNT* 
AnNO'DoM: CIOIOCXLL 

Pia • MAGMXB • MtUTU • KT - DVLQ - aCVNXKE • Vnm 

VOPS - CVM * LACniTlflS • SOIA • nrVLCBRA * DAMVl. 

which may be translated : — 

To their dearest father- and most loving mother, John and 
Sara Greaves, the best, most* affectionate and most excellent 
parents, thdr sons — John, (Kcholas^ Thomas and Edward 
Greaves — ^have erected this^ a.d..i64I* 

For your great worth and the sweet boon of life 
To you, with tears, we give in earth a tomb. 

With such pious feelings did these four sons attend their 
mother to her last resting-place ; John had returned the year 
before, so that they would be all there together to lament over 
their instant loss and talk over the troubles which were already 
casting a dark and ominous shadow over the church and nation.^ 

* An eiTor of the engitfer (br SdumdM^ 
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Gborgb Harrison, the next rector, was instituted March 
13, 1616 n 9 when he was thirty-nine years of age, and James 
Montague, bishop of Winchester* He was rector for forty-three 
years i and when we recollect bow eventful those years were 
we regret that we know nothing about his Itfe at Colmer. It 
was a great privilege to have the g^erous-minded and illustri- 
ous Lancelot Andrews for his bishop during eight years (1618 
to 1626), then Richard Neile for five years, and after him the- 
zealous but unfortunate Walter Curie who was driven from his 
post in the time of the great rebellion* On the other hand, he 
must have suffered deeply in mind if not in body during all the 
terrors of the civil war, of which Hampshire had its full shve^. 
Portsmouth was taken by the Roundheads in 1642 y Famham 
Cksde iir 16^^, followed* by the march on Alton where 1300 
foot and two troops of the Royalist cavalry were stationed ; 
then,, the excitement during the siege of Basing House, from 
August 1643 to October 1645 ; the battle on Cheriton Down 
in March,. 1644; the siege of Winchester in 1645, — all culmi- 
nating in the martyrdom .of Charles I. in 1649. 

Harrison was nor deprived, therefore he must have taken 
the covenant, and like his neighbour^ Jethro Beale of Faring- 
don, he- retained his benefice all through the^ Commonwealth, 
and diedF January, 1660, 2tt the age of 82, a few months only 
before Charles 11. was proclaimed. The last entry he made in 
the Register is dated September 29, 1659. ^^ ^^^ buried iir 
the chancel and this is the simple record — 

Mr^ George Harrifon deceased buried the 24** of Januarf 1 659.- 
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He left a widow» but as far as we know no children, he was 
no doubt a married man when he first came to Colmer and he 
might have had children bom before that time ; but, if so, we 
know nothing of them. The inscription on the stone over hit 
grave, so far as we can make it out, is : — 

HERE LIETH THE BODY OP GEORGE HARRISON, HEB 
WAS 43 YEARES RECTOR OP THIS PARISH. HEB 
DIED IN THE S30 YEARE OP HIS AGE AND WAS 
BURIED ON JANVARJE H™ 1659. 
ING HEE DID A 
H TO BEE MADE 
AND VNTO THSM 
D THOV D \LY BI 
1 HY EICH GVE8 SB 

T THVS DOT 
BOai 8 TO TRAVB 
OV GEY WITH ALL I 
O PRAIS rE PO THEE B 

STRANGERS PPY T 

If this is a mere laudatory epitaph it is not of much value, 
but if it refers to any of the peculiar events in Mr. Harrison's 
life, it posses the greatest interest. The stone is Purbeck mar- 
ble, very brittle, and where there are no letters the surface has 
entirely gone* 

Mrs. Harrison resided at Privett after her husband's death, 

she died there in 1674, ^^^ ^^^ buried at Colmer. Here is 

the entry in the Register : — 

Mrs. Elivuibetb Harrifin widdffw of Mr. George Harrs/on Ule 
Rect^ of Colmer Having lived 43 years with her bu/band at Colmer 
isf 14 years since at Privet. Died there FA. IT Isf was buried at 
Colmer Fth: 20 Anno I>* 1673. 
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Richard Pocockb was appointed to the Rectory of Colmer 
when he was only twenty-fonr years of age* He was induc- 
ted July I9» 16609 but if our information is correct he was not 
instituted until November 25, 1662. Bryan Duppa^ the first 
bishop of Winchester after the Restoration, was not translated 
to that see till September 24, l66o» therefore Pococke was at 
any rate inducted when there was no bishop of Winchester^ 
and, it would seem, instituted after the death of bishop Duppa 
by Morley^ who was translated to Winchester in May, 1662. 

Pococke was (^ New College, Oxford, and took the degree 

of BX.L. April 26, 1664, long after his appointment to Colmer* 

A notice of his iodiaction is entered on a fly leaf of the parish 

Register 9— 

Rkardus Pococke de Hawkky in cormtatu Souttfton Novi Coll: in 
Oxon. ce^Kanus LL.B, induBus eft in ReBoriam Ecdefi^t parockiaEi 
de Colmer l^^ die Julij Anno Domini l66o. 

It is said that he was related to the celebrated Dr* Edward 
Pocock who was bom at Oxford in 1604, and married in 1646, 
Mary the daughter of Thomas Burdett, Esq. of West World- 
cam. His parents no doubt resided at Hawkley ; a John Po- 
cocke married Joan Pullenger at Colmer on January 16, 1637. 
We might have supposed that he was Richard's father ; only 
if Richard's age is correctly given in the entry of his burial, 
he was bom in 1636, but such entries are often inaccurate. In 
1640, Jane Pococke was married at Priors Dean to Anthony 
Broman ; Mr. Johnson and Mrs» Frances Pococke were married 
at Colmer in 1 668 ; and Mary Pococke died in 1706, at the ag? 
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of 75 and was buried at Colmer; she may have been Richard 
Pococke's mother. Any how, it is highly probable that all the 
above were related. 

Our Pococke in 1663, married Constance, the daughter of 
Captain John Newlin of Goleigh ; he would be twenty^even 
and the lady twenty-two years of age at the time. The marri- 
age is entered thus in the Priors Dean Register : — 

1663 I^^^^d Pococke of Colmer Clearkt and Con/lance Newlin 
were married tbefirft day of July Anno Domini 1663* 

They had six children whose births are entered in the 

Colmer Register : — 

Constance tie daughter of Richard Pococke^ was borne the ^tb 
day and bi^tized the I^h day <f August 1664. 

Richard the fonne <f Richard and Constance Pococke 9^ was borne 
the nineteenth and baptized the 2^h day of May being Ascension day 
1666. 

John the fon tf Richard fs^ Constance Pococke was borne and 
baptized the Igth day of August 1668. 

PhiUip the fon of Richard &* Constance Pococke was borne the 
lyh about 2 cf the clocke in the morning itT bi^tized the l^h of 
September 1 670. 

Dorothea the daughter of Richard and Constance PocoAe was 
borne on Shrove^uesday the 20th day tf Feb: and baptized the $tb 
day of March 1671- 

Elizabeth the daughter of Richard isf Constance Pococke was 
borne the ^oth day of Nofvember about one rf the clocke morning (f 
bcptized the fame day : 1673* 

Elizabeth, the youngest, died when nearly two months old, 
on January 27, 1673/4, ^^ Leigh Court in the parish of Greats 

AA 
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ham, and was buried at Colmer on the 20th. Whether it was 
diat six children in mne years was too much for Mrs. Pococke, 
or that grief for the loss of her infant orercame her, she died 
ift November At saiae jear» learing fire children of from ten 
to three years of age^ and a husband whooi we may imagine to 
have been almost inconsolable* The burial was not entered in 
the Register for months^ not till after the following Aprils and 
even theft it seeoK to haiM been a great effort and was not ac- 
complished without obliterations and corrections ^ thus : — 

Mrs. Constance Pococie the m/e ff Mr* Richard Pocoche Rector 
^ Colmer dud imm^ liged^ 33 y item married 1 1 jears £ed tit 
1 1 Car war buried the 14^ day of November Anao Domim 1674^ 

Omhalf of a Purbeck marble slab south of the Altar,, there 
is a nearly obliterated inscription «d her memory ;, she is men- 
tioned in^the most loving terms », the number of years she was 
married is stated^ the mwaber of children she had» her age and 
the (Esute of her death or burial or both s — 

GHARISSIMjE CONJVOiE COiNSTANTUE POCOCKE 
VLB;. h VI ISSIHIS MVLIERL 

IfVPTA XI AMNO& 

"S LIBEROS^ 

xxxin K 

VT PT 

IT O I I 

In l6^r Pococfte lost h& second son, John, at the age of 
twenty-three; he died on February the iSlh and was buried on 
the 23rd. Philip, the third son, became vicar of Sooth Stone- 
ham or Bishop's Stoneham, near Southampton;- he died at thsL* 

*- Written first Ihaf, corrected to iipML 
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age of twenty-nine on the l8th of June 1 700 and was buried 
at Colmer on*the 2otlu In memory of his sons, Pococfce placed 
a mural tablet in the chancel, which was removed to the west 
end of the church in 1875, ^^^ inscription on it is ;?*— 

Filiis Dilectissimi» 

loanni Pococka 

Et 

Philippo Pococke, Vicario 

Stoneham EpL luxta 

Villam de SouthamptDQ 

Qhi 

€K)dormiverunr in D6miho- 






Posuit Mcerens Pater 

Richardus Pococke, hujus 

Ecdesiac Rector. 

Itt Seqnor Nad Piatrem Vestntmq Menmq 
Qamdo Vocat JyfeUor Vot Fiter Ite Seqnor. 

The translation of the last two lines is — ^*^CIuldren» your 
Father and mine calls you, go, I follow $ when a better father 
calls you, go, I follow." 

Richard, the eldest son, became master of the Grammar 
School, Southampton; he married, first, Anne Quterbuck on 
December I9, 1695, who died December 24 the next year^ 
and second, Elizabeth, daughter of Isaac Mills of Highdere, 
on April 26, 1698, by whom he had three children. The eldest 
died in infancy i th^ second,, Richard, born at Southampton, 
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November 19, 1704, became bishop of Ossory in 1756, and 

bishop of Akath in 1765 ; he died the following year unmarried. 

Pococke's eldest daughter, Constance, was married in 16989 

the entry in die Register g^ves the particulars : — 

Mr* Samuel BiUf^slj rf Cbrut-'Churcb part/h in London^ 
Clerie, fs^ Conflance Pococke if tbisp tvere married tie 2^b of De» 
etmber^ 1698. 

Samuel Billingsley^ educated at Christ's Hospital, London, 

was sent in 1692 to Trinity College, Oxford, with an eidiibi- 

tioQ of £24 6/ 8 J a year^. He took his b.a. degree in 1696 

and was elected Under Grammar Master at Christ's Hospital, 

October 21, .1698, and Catechist, April 8, 1701 ; these offices 

he resigned, .March II, 1701/2, having been elected vicar of 

Horley, July 17, 170I, in which year he took his Bi^A. degree. 

On Jbne7,..l7i6,.he preached la sermon on <*The Suppression 

of the Great Rebellion," which was printed, and dedicated to 

William Jordan and Lemyng Rabon, Esqs. \ he was then rector 

also of Newdigate. He became archdeacon of Surrey and died 

in 1725; his tomb in Horley churchyard thus describes him:«r- 

Underneath lies interred 

The Body of 

Samuel Billingslet^ 

A.M. Who was 24 years 

Vicar of this Parish, 

Rector of Newdigate, 

Prebendary of Chichester, 

Archdeacon of Surrey 
And one of His Majesty's 
Justices of the Peace», 
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He was a Person 

Of singular Humanity, . 

Of real, tho' unaffiKted Pkty, , 

Of unexampled Charity 

And Hospitality. 

He died universally lamented. 

May. the 28th 1725, 

Aged 50 Tears.. 

Mrs.-Billingsley survived her husband tvrenty years, she 
died in 1 745 and was buried at Colmer. The entry has been 
made by the parish clerk : — 

Mrs. Bilmglj was brought from Sukfrton atui buryed at Colmer 
Jumf l^h 1745* ^i^ 81 years* . 

Dorothea, in 1702, when thirty years of age, married the 

distinguished scholar and divine, Joseph Bingham, rector of 

Headboume Worthy, by whom she had ten children. This ia 

a copy of the entry in the Register : — 

Mr. Joseph Bingham^ Rector ofHeadhourn Worthy ^ & Dorothea 
the daughter (f Richard Pococle. Rector of Colmer^ were married 
the 26th of Novemiir 1 702. 

Bingham was bom at Wakefield in 1668 and educated at 
the Grammar School there. In 1684, ^ ^^^ entered at Uni- 
versity College, Oxford, and took the degree of b.a. in l668t 
The following year he was elected fellow of his college and 
was M.A. in 1 69 1. He was appointed to Headboume Worthy 
about 1695* The year after his marriage, he published the 
first volume of *'The Origines Ecclesiastical or the Antiquities 
of the Christian Church,'' a woiJc for all dme; — the tenth and 
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last volume waa not published till 1722, the year before his 

death. In 1 7 12, bishop Trelawny presented him to the rectory 

oF Hayant ; here, he lost nearly the whole of his hard-earned 

savings by the bursting of the Sonth Sea bubble* Bingham 

died in 1723 and was taken to Headbourne Worthy and Idd in 

the chnrch-yard of his old parish- This is his epitaph :*- 

Obfftipefce Viator! 

Venerandi hie conduntur dnerea 

JOSEPHI BINGHAM, A.M*. 

Nati WdkefeUU apud Ehoracenfts^ 

CoUegii Uuiverfitatis apudOxon*. 

Quondam Sbdis. 

Cujns multiplicem (i fpeAes doftrinam 

Quam fcriptis prodidit. 

Si exaftam veteris Difdplinae 

Et 

Coniuetudinum Ecdefiafticarum 

Notitiam 

Cjpriantc/I state vel etiam Jgnatiand 

Moribus quoque primaevb 

VTxifle agnofcas, 

Nil! quod non eflet Epifcopus. 

At YX Saeculo meritorum immemori 

Et ingrato! 
Cum qui Patriarchatum in Ecdefil 

Meruit, 
Non nifi Headbourn'Worthy et Havanti in Agro Hanton^ 

Parochus Obiit 
Dedmo Septimo die Aug. Anno 1723. j£tat. 55. 

It is not without some gratification that we contemplate the 
idea that the illustrious Bingham, in consequence of his mar- 
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riage with Dorothea Pococke, must often have visited Colmeri 
and perhaps have frequently officiated there. 

Owing to the misfortunes of his latter years, his family was 
but ill provided for, and Mrs. Bingham, who had then lost her 
&ther, obtained admission into bishop Warner's College for 
Clergymen's Widows at Bromley in Kent, where she died in 
1755. Bingham's eldest son succeeded his father at Havant. 
Of four daughters who survived thrir father, one married Mant 
the grandfather of the bishop of Killaloe; the other three died 
unmarried. 

Pococke survived his wife forty-four years and died in 
1719. In the following entry the word ''about** is entered in 
themar^n.. 

Mr. Ritbord Pococke Rector of Colemer aged aiotd 83 yearly fsf 
Bved incumbent 59 years was buried March 23 1718/19. 

He was laid in the chancel with his wife; one stone covers 
both, and on this, below the epitaph to Mrs Pococke, but in 
the centre^ is a brass with diTs inscription t — 



HERE LYES THE BODY OP 
RICHARD POCOCK. LLB. WHO 
WAS 59 YEARS RECTOR OP THIS 
PARI5H. A MAN OP SINGVLAR 
PROBITY. EMINENT PIETY 
AND GREAT CHARITY. 
OB. MAR. xo. 1 71 8. AN. JET AT, S3 

HERE LYES ALSO THE BODY OP 
CONSTANCE HIS WIPE WHO 
DIED NOV: 11 1674. AN- -ffiTAT.;34, 
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The Chalice now in use at Cohner, was provided in Mr. 
Pococke's dme, iu date being 1688 ; the date of the Chalice 
and Paten at Priors Dean, is 1609, the year Mr. Greaves was 
appointed to the rectory of ColmerJ^ 

WiLUAM PuRBECKy the next reaor, was of University 
College. Oxford ; he took the degree of B.i^. October 30, 1705^ 
and that of b.c.l. June 2» 1719* It is rather singular that he 
is the only Purbeck among all the graduates of Oxford and 
Cambridge.- He was presented to the rectory of Colmer in 
tbe year 17199 by Sir Henry Tichbome, Bart., instituted July 
the 20th and inducted the following day. His induction is 
thus recorded on a fly-leaf of the Register : — 

Guttiilmus PurUch de South. Com. L.B. inductus Juit in Rect^ 
riam Ecc. parocbialii de Co/mer, viceffitno primo £e JuHjAfmo D: 

1719- 

Nothing is known about him beyond the faa that he wrote 
a book entitled *' Present state of the Tuxkish Empire, collected 
from the best authors. By the Rev. Mr. Purbeck.** London : 
T. Totteridge, Fleet-lane. No date. The copy in the British 
Museum was presented to Sir W. Musgrave in 1790. 

When he had been rector twenty years he lost his wife, of 
whom we should have known nothing, bnt for this entry : — 

Mrs. Arm Purhecl nuife of W. Purbeck Rectr of this Parish 
deid f 8 of Septem^^ and was buried j^ II. 1739* 

Mr. Purbeck survived his wife only three months ; the very 



* These weie repaired in 1S79 '^ * ooet of 3p#. The Colmee Pateo. w» kought 
tiu 1852 to replace a pewter ooe^ 
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next entry records his death. His age is not g^ven, and we can 
only guess from the date of his degree that he was then about 
fifty-four. 

Mr^ William Puriech Red^ ef tins Parish 20 years^ • • ^739 
Nawmierf^ 1739* 

His burial-place is unknown as there is no inscription or 
stone to mark it. 

Thomas Pollen, the next rector^ was instituted May 5, 
1740.. He was probably related to John Pollen who was m.p. 
for Andover at that time, and made a Welsh judge in 1742. 
Thomas was of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, and took the 
degree of b.a. February 17 1720, and m.a. March 24, 1723^ 

It appears that Sir Henry Joseph Tichbourne,, the patron 
of the rectory of Colmer and Priors Dean,, being, as a Roman 
Catholic,, disabled from presenting to it„ sold the Advowson in 
1732 to John Tarrant of Fordingbridge. He, it seems» intended 
to present his soa Charles y but at Mr. Purbeck^s death in I739» 
Charles would be only seventeen or eighteen. Under these 
circumstances Pollen was presented, with the understanding, 
no doubt, ta resign when required, and may not have felt 
any great interest in the parish. Jud^ng by the slovenly way 
the Registers were kept about this time, one would conclude 
that there was no resident clergyman to take charge of them. 

Pollen lived long after he resigned the rectory of Colmer» 
as in 1772, he published a little book of which this is the title, 
** The Fatal Consequences of Adultery to Monarchies as well 
as to private families, with a defence of the Bill passed in the 

BB 
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Rouse of Liirds in die year 177i» intimled — An Act to restrain 
persons who shall be divorced for the crime of Adultery, from 
marrying or contracting Matrimony with the Party. And an 
historical account of Marri^. By Thomas Pollen, a.m." Lon-^ 
don» 1772^ I2mo. pp^ 287* 

Charlbs^Tarramt^ the soo^ of a Hampshire attorney,, war 
instituted to the rectory of Cobner, July l4».l747,..on the pjre«- 
sentation of John Tarrant. He was of Baliol College, Oxford,' , 
and took the degree of bji. October 12,. 1 744,. and M.a. July 7, 
1747.. it is most probable that he never resided at Colmer;. 
he was. far to€>-and)idoo8 a man to resign himself 10 the humble 
dudes of a secluded country parish. . Thomas Metcalfe of 
Christchurch,. Oxford,. (b.a. 1742,) was curate from 1749 to» 
1756,. and after him,, Thomas Brickenden. 

In i75l,.Chatl^ Tarrant was appointed ta a prebemiary io 
Bristol cathedral,, and is 1755 he was made sub-dean of Sails* 
bury. In I757».he was rector of South Tidworth^.Wilts, and 
in September married Miss Keene, the daughter of an attorney 
in the Qose,, Salisbury,, by whom he had several children. 
The Mlowing yeas he resigned G>lmer,. having first parted 
with the ad'vowsoD,. which his father kad left him on his de» 
cease in I753. ^^ ^^ ^^^ living at Breamer or Breamove. 

His career from this time was a very extraordinary one. In 
^1S9p ^ ^*^^ made sid)-chaQter of Salisbury and presented to 
the rectory of S. Mary le Skrand, London. The next year 
he took the degrees of b.d. and dj). and was appointed to the 
vicarage of Staines with two chapelries \. it is probable that he. 
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then resigned South Tidworth. The following year, he was 
appointed to the reaory of S. George, Bloomsbury, of which 
church he was the second incumbent ; he then resigned S. Mary 
le Strand. In 1763, he was dean of Carlisle and probably re- 
signed Staines ; he did not make a long stay there, for the next 
year we find him dean of Peterborough. Here, he found the 
cathedral dilapidated and the revenues but ill looked after. His 
legal antecedents seem to have been of use, for after much op- 
position on the part of the leaseholder and some litigation, he 
succeeded in disposing of the timber on one of the cathedral 
estates and executed the necessary repsurs with the proceeds. 

In 17669 he resigned his prebendary at Bristol in favour of 
a friend of lord Bathurst, then Lord Chancellor, who gave him 
a prebendary at Rochester; the patronage of Lamberhurst was 
attached to this prebendary and the benefice becoming vacant 
he presented himself. When lord Northbrook was made Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland in 1783, Dr. Tarrant was to have gone 
with him as his chaplain, but Dr. Comwallis, archbishop of 
Canterbury died, and before Dr. Moore, his successor, had the 
temporalities of the see restored to him, the vicarage of Wrot- 
ham with Woodlands and two chapelries became vacant. The 
Crown claimed the patronage and presented Dr. Tarrant. The 
new archbishop resisted for a dme, but at length gave in and 
granted Dr Tarrant a dispensation to hold Wrotham with his 
other preferments. 

Dr. Tarrant having lost his first wife, married Grace Blake 
of Peterborough, by whom he had no child. He lived partl^r 
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in Bloomsbury, partly at Wrotham, and it is ssdd that he never 
had any dispute with his parishioners all the time he was rector. 
He died in Hart-street, Bloomsbury, February 22, 1791. At 
his death he was dean of Peterborough, prebend of Salisbnry, 
prebend of Rochester, rector of S. George> Bloomsbury, vicar 
of Wrotham and chaplain in ordinary to his Majesty. There 
is no monument or epitaph to his memory at S. George's, and 
it is not known whether he was buried there; his second wife 
lies in the burial ground at Bloomsbury. 

These particulars are chiefly from the Gentlenuuis Magasane 
of the period. 

Thomas Hareison was instituted December 21, 1758, by 
Benjamin Hoadly bishop of Winchester, on the presentation <^ 
Samuel Toulmin, and inducted on December the 23rd. In a 
notice of hb induction, entered in the Register, he describes 
himself as chaplain to the earl of EgUntown. He would be 
barely twenty-four years of age at his institution and he does 
not seem to have been a graduate of any university. It may 
be assumed that he did not come into residence till 1 762, as 
Thomas Brickenden continued to be curate till 1760, and after 
him, there was another curate for a year — L- Docker, who 
was the father of Edmund Docker, the late vicar of Froxfield. 

Harrison married in 1762, and he inserted this notice of his 
marriage in the Colmer Register after that of his induction : — 

On the twelfth Day of October one thousand seven hundred and 
sixty twOf the said Thomas Harrison was married to Constantia 
Newlin youngest daughter of the Reverend Mr. New/in, Vicar (f 



Thomas Harrison. 189 

Empsboit and Uss in the Parish Church of Greatbam bj the Reve^ 
rend Mr. Richard Talden Rector ^ bj Licence. 

Constantia, the daughter of Richard and Beata Newlm» was 
bom at Empshott August 31 and baptized September 22, 1742^ 
she waSy therefore, just twenty when she was married. Her 
father was vicar of Empshott from 1729 to 1772; but at the 
time of the marriage was living at Greatham, where he died. 
Both he and Harrison appear in the registers there as curates. 

In rather less than four years after his marriage, Harrison 

died, and the last two years out of the four he suffered from 

some bodily ailment, though able to officiate; the lust marriage 

he solenmized was on April the 8th; his death took place 

August 20, 1766. His burial is thus entered;-^ 

The Reverend Thomas Harrison Rector was buried (in Woollen 
attested by affidavit) August the 23d 1766. 

He was buried in the chancel, and the stone which covers 

bis grave bears this inscription 1 — 

BENEATH This Stonb 

Arb Intbrred The Remainb op 

The Rev. Tho> Harrison, Clerk 

Rector of Colmer And P-D. 

Who Departed This Life 

August The 20™ 1766. 

In The 32D Tear of His Age. 

He Through Life Supported His Station 

With Becoming Dignity 

And After Two Tears Illness 

Patiently Submitted 
To The Just Decree cfHiovm^ 
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tia, his widow, married William Webb, an apoth- 
ecary of Alton, at Newton Valence on July 19, 1773. 

Thomas Cookson, was instituted on January 20, 1767, 
by John Thomas, bishop of Winchester, on the presentation 
of James Cookson of Martindale, Westmoreland, an infant^ 
and inducted on the twenty-fifth of the same month. He does 
not seem to have resided at Colmer as his name does not appear 
in the registers, and Bryan Robinson (Trin. Dub. b.a. 1737,) 
was curate during his incumbency. 

Jambs Cookson was instituted September 29, 1775, on his 
own petition, upon the resignation of Thomas Cookson, and 
inducted on the 4th of October^ He probably was brought 
up by J. Cookson of East bfeon, a relative^ Soon after his 
institution he went to Queen's College, Oxford, and took the 
degrees of b.a. June, 13, 178 r, and m.a. July 13, 1786. It 
was probably between these years that he married. He was 
for many years curate of Steep, and about the year 1796^ he 
was presented to the vicarage of Harting and took frequent 
duty there till about 1 808; he resided at Petersfield until he 
removed to Colmer; none of his children were baptized either 
there or at Harting, and at the latter place he had a curate, 
first, Mr. Bird, then Mr. Blackman. Mr. Bowstead who died 
at Up-park in his ninetieth year in 18779 used to say that Mr. 
Cookson, a north countryman, was appointed vicar ad interim^ 
and that on gaining full possession, he liked his benefice so well 
that when asked afterwards to vacate, he ssdd ''his conscience 
would not allow him to entertain the proposition!" 
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Leaving his curate, on a stipend of £30 a year, to take the 
services at Halting, he usually began Sunday with a service at 
Steep at nine in the morning, and then went on to Priors Dean 
and Cohner, sometimes reversing the order. 

Notwithstanding the cares of diree parishes widely distant, 
Cookson found time for writing \ he published first, ^* Thoughts 
OB Polygamy,, suggested by the dictates of Scripture, Nature, 
Reason and Common-sense ;, with a description of Marriage and 

» 

its obligations ; a contemplation of our National System.of Laws 
relative thereto^. and particularly, an examination of 26 Geo* II. 
ch».^, commonly called the Marriage Act. Including remarks 
on Tbeljpbthora* and its scheme^ with some hints for the pre- 
vendoa of Prostitution. By James Cookson, Clerk, ▲•b. of 
Queen^s College* Oxford, Rector of Colinere and Priors Dean, 
Hants. In two parts." Winchester : printed by J. Wilks for 
the author ;. sold by T. Cadell in the Strand» and J. Debrett, 
opposite Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, 1782. This 
is dedicated to Mrs. JollifFe,. and was sold at 6/ in boards. 

His next work was '* A New Fanuly-Prayer Book, contain- 
ing the Book of Common Frayer etc. together with the Psalter 
or Psalms erf" David v the Companion to the Altar, and New 
Version of Psalms* Elucidated with explanatory notes and 
observations, on an entire new plan* By James Cookson, a.m. 
of Queen's College, Oxford ; Rector of Colemere and Prior's 
Dean, Hants." Winchester : printed by J. Wilkes and sold by 
Scatcherd and Whitaker, in Ave Mary Lane, London, 1786^ 

* By the Rev. Mmtin Mufauu 
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This book is a thick octavo, illustrated with several engravings 
and went through three editions, and yet it is wholly unknowDt 
in the parish at Ae present time; the third edition was publi- 
shed in 17899 and dedicated to the bishop of Winchester. The 
Preface concludes thus : — 

*^If a sense of religioft and the happiness of mankind are 
hereby increased,^ pve God the glory; but let the writer humbly 
beg of those, who, aided by this book, prostrate themselves 
before the Throne of Grace, to be so charitable then as to offer 
up a petition for their unworthy friend, that while he is solici- 
tous to promote the Mthation of ethers^ he may be enabled to 
secure his own" 

Whett> the third edition was published he was master of 
Ghurcher's College, Petersfield. 

About the year 1800, he re-built or made additions to the 
rectory house at Colmer (see page 61), and then resided there. 
While at G>lmer he lost three sons and one daughter and also 
his wife; a marble tablet to their memory gives the particulars l 

Sacred to the memory of Lieut. George Bvyaa Cookson 

8th Regiment of Native Infantry, died at Dinapore in the 

East Indies much respected and regretted, 4th March 18 14^ 

Aged 2:2 years. 

Interred in this church Captn. John Cookson* whose brave 

And meritorious conduct gained him the love and respect of all 

His brother officers, as likewise great honour in the corps,. 

Died 30th August 1819, aged 31 years. 

Interred in this church Ann Constantia Cookson whose 

Mild and amiable disposition endeared her affectionately to alL 

Her relatives and friends, after a very protracted illness 

* Rofal Bengal ArtiUerj: 
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Which she bore with great Christian fortitude, she resigned 

Her soul with heavenly submission to her Maker. 

3rd February 182 1 , aged 21 years. 

Underneath are interred the much respected and beloved 

Remains of Mrs. Sarah Gx>kson the affectionate partner of the 

Revd. James Cookson Rector, whose kind and benevolent 

Conduct obtained for her the sincere esteem of all, more 

Particularly her family who felt and depbred much 

The loss of their worthy parent. 

Died 2nd of April 1828, aged 60 years. 

Next to the above is deposited the body 

Of Thomas Cookson whose great integrity united 

To a noble disposition secured to him the Love and 

Admiration of all. After 2 years of severe illness quitted 

This transitory life 2nd September 1834, ^S^ 3^ years^ 

If the schoolmaster was not abroad^ he was too aged to 
correct the above, which was written between 1828 and iS^^ 
all but the last announcement which is of a later date. In 1 830 
Mr. Cookson sold the advowson of Colmer to Jaipes Fowler^ 
and in 1834, went to reside at Petersfield, leaving a curate at 
Colmer — Edward Jones of Corpus College, Cambridge, b.a. 
(Senior Optime) 1 828, and m.a. 1 83 1; who was ordained to 
the curacy by the bishop of Winchester, but having to vacate 
it within a year, he was ordained priest by the archbishop of 
Canterbury, and is now vicar of West Peckham, KenL 

Mr. Cookson died at Petersfield on January 6, 1835, and 
was buried on the 12th in the chancel of Colmer church; there 
is no monument to his memory, as there is to his children^ 
but on the grave-stone there is this inscription : — 

CC 
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UNDERNEATH 

AMZ DEPOSITED THE REMAINS OP THE 

Revo JAMES COOKSON, m.a. 

OBIT 6™ OP JANUARY 1835, BTAT. 83 

WHOSE LOSS WAS DEEPLY PELT AND 

DEPLORED BY HIS PAMILY AND A 

NUMEROUS CIRCLE OP PRIEND8. 

HE WAS 59 YEARS RECTOR OP COLMAR 

AND PRIORS DEAN AND THE OLDEST 

MAGISTRATE IN THE COUNTY. 

Mr. Cookson is described as a man oi a genial disposition, 
wdome at magistrates' meetings and social gatherings ; he was 
in the habit of wearing the three-cornered clerical cocked hat 
which was the fashion of his younger days. Five children 
survived him. Sarah, the eldest daughter,, died on February 
25, 1855, at Portsmouth, and was buried in a vault in Colmer 
church-yard. The youngest,. Charlotte, who married after this -^ 
James, in Holy Orders; William, a soldier; and Elizabeth, are 
all lost sight of. 

Henry Robert Fowler was instituted January 22, 1835,, 
at the age of thirty-eight. He was of Exeter College, Oxford,, 
and the youngest of four sons of James Fowler of Bristol, 
who married Sarah Hunter in 1787; he took the degree of b.a. 
April 27, 1820, and that of m.a. December 17, 1827. How 
he employed himself from this time till his institution or when 
he married we know not,, and we do not hear that he had any 
children. As soon as he came to* Colmer he began to improve 
the rectory house,, as stated at page 62 ; and he would have 
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made various improvements in the parish, but meeting only 
with opposition where he expected support, he seems to have 
left the parish in disgust, having first disposed of the advow- 
son. On May 31, 1 838, the year before he left, his father — 
^ James Fowler, Esq. late of Bristol, and of Filton, Somerset," 
— died at Colmer RectcMry at the age of 72 and was buried 
at Bristol cathedral. 

Mr. Fowler's three brothers all died before their father, but 
he lived to the ripe age of 81 and died at Brightotii, September 
5, 1878. He held no preferment after he left Colmer, and his 
name does not appear in any volume of the Clergy List from its 
first publication in 1841, downwards. 

John Burt Bourne was instituted in May 1839, '^^'^^ 
thirty years of age, on the presentation of John Bourne and 
another. He was (^ Caius G>llege,. Cambridge, and took his 
B.A. degree in 1832, and was ordsdned deacon the same year 
by the bishop of S. Asaph, and priest in 1833; he took his 
M.A..degree in 1836. According to Crockforis Clerical Directory 
he was curate of S. Martin's Shropshire 1832-34. In January 
1842, he married Margaret Sophia,, the eldest daughter of H. 
Wood, Esq. of Bramdean, Five children the fruit of this mar- 
riage were bom at Colmer : — 

John Henry, born, February 26, 1844. 
Thomas Wood, „ April 19, 1845. 
Mary Elizabeth, „ July 16, 1846. 
Robert William, „ December 16, 1847. 
Margaret, „ March 21, 1 850, 

CCa 
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Mr. Bourne repaired and re-eeated Colmer church and built 
a School-room in 1843,, for detuls of which see pages 27 and 
67 ; he also made some trifliag additions to the out-buildings 
of the rectory house. In 1850,. as he was sulfering fram ill- 
health, he went abroad, and left the parish in the chaise oi the 
Rev. Philip Antoine de Teissier of Corpus Ccdlege,. Oacford^ 
who graduated in 1 841,. and was die author of ''Sunshine in ' 
Sorrow," and ** Short Forms of Prayer and litanies." He was. 
succeeded in April 1^5^ by die Rev. T* Hervey,. of whont. 
more anon. In September- of the following year, Mr. Bourne 
resigned, his trustees having previously disposed of the livings 
He took no other regular dtity, and died in> October,, 1868. 

Thomas Hbrvbx was instituted September 20, 1853, ^^ 
inducted' by the Rev. H. S« Mathews, rector of Bentworth, on 
the 5th of October.. He is the elder son of the Rev. Romaine 
Hervey,.and grandson of the Rev..Thomas Hervey* of Under-- 

« On the 2ist of Jlily^ i8o6v died at Vbderbairow In tHe parish of Kendil^ 
Westmoreland, In his 66th year, the Rev. Thomas HEEVir« who was the fiilthfiil 
minister of that place about 40 years. This exoeellent person was one who, through 
divine grace, feued God in early youth, and by the perusal of the works of IHs 
namesake, the late Rev. and admired James Hervey of Weston Favell, (^which have 
proved a blessing to multitudes,) . he obtained clear and consistent views of Evan- 
gelical truth. His motives in undertaking the office of the Christian ministry were 
of the purest kind, viz. a desire to glorify God, and to promote the salvation of men 
by making known to others those invaluable truths of the Gospel which were the 
rejoicing of his own soul, and wliich he adorned through all his course by an up- 
right life.. He has often been lieard to relate, that at the time of his ordination, he 
had some conversation on the principles which he had embraced, with the late Dr. 
Keene then bishop of Chester, who expressed his entire approbation and encouraged 
his adherence to them ; and that a few years after, when at a visiution, he was 
charged with hetrodoxy by some of his brethren who were less sound in the faith 
ax^.less inclined in diligence in their o6ke, the accusers were checked by th&biar- 
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barrow In the county of Westmoreland, author of '^Elementa 
Christiana," "The English Climax," and "The Writer's Tmie 
Redeemed ;" who was also preparing a Hebrew Bible for pub- 
lication at the time of his death, and whose portrait is given in 
the Christian*! Magaaune for March,. I792,t with an extract from 

hop, and he himself was dismissed with hjroar and commendation. During a long 
series of years, Mr. Henrey was called to stand almost alone amidst much obloquy 
and contempt, having no other clergyman of congenial sentiment within a distance 
•f many miles with whom he could conyerse, except the writer of this article^ 
who was formerly situated in a remote part of the same neighbourhood for about 
two years, and was united with him both by friendship, and by passing with him 
through evil report and good report. But he hath liked to witness, to his great 
9atisfkction and thankfulness, the cordial maintenance of the genuine principles of 
the Established Church by a considerable number of the clergy in those northern 
parts, and particularly in the large and populous town of Kendal. For some time 
after his ordination he served the chapel of Rampside in the parish of Dalton, at 
which place, through the blessing of the Holy Spirit, his endeavours were not ia> 
vain. He was afterwards nominated to the perpetual curacy of Underbatrow by a 
majority of the freeholders of the chapelry, who possess the right of electing their 
own minister; and though for a long time, strong prejudices against him were im* 
bibed, and his labours there were not successful in proportion to the extent of hit 
desire, they were far from being without effect. By the more religious and devout 
in all the surrounding country he was regarded with esteem and veneration; and 
the people of his own district in general have long laid aside their ungrounded 
prejudices, have long been convinced that he was their true friend and the watch* 
man of their best interests, and now most sincerely lament their affecting loss. 
Neariy all of them attended his funeral at Kendal church, and so greatly was his 
character respected, that thmuandt besides assembled on the mournful occasion, so as 
almost to intenipt the procession in its passage along the streets. The respectable 
freeholders of Underbarrow have manifested the sincerity of their attachment to 
him, and their gratitude for his labours, by voluntarily and unanimously electing his 
youngest son for his successor, and by resolutely refusing to admit the applications 
of any other candidate. In stedfast reliance on the gracious providence of God, 
Mr. Hervey supported with decency and reputation a £smily of nine or ten child- 
ren, by the scanty income of a country chapel, and the laborious employment of a 
school, together with the occasional aid of some kind friends, amongst whom was 
the late Rev. Mr Romaine of London : and on his dying bed he expressed his gnir 
tltude to God, and dependence on His fatherly care for those of his family who aire 
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die first named book and a critique, Thomas Hervey of Un- 
derbarrow had three sons who grew up to man's estate, who 
were all in Holy Orders — Humphrey Archer, who was forty- 
Aine years Ticar of Bridekirk and died September 20, 1 843,. at 
the age of 77 ; Romaine^ who died May lo, 1837, at the age: 
of 64,. and was buried in the chancel of Quarrington church*. 
Lincolnshire, on the 20th ; and Thomas, fifteen years incum- 
bent of Underbanrow who died suddenly, July lo, 182 1 at the 

■nprorided for, by a aolemn dedandon, that thitxigh the whok oonne of his life 
lie never had been in any stiaits^ but his wants were supplied^ often in ways of 
which lie had before no coneeption, and ofien by persons whose naoiea he never 
knew; and that this oocurred so fineqpently, that it was to him a sufficient demon- 
•Iration of the care which the Almighty has over his children; repeating the words 
of the Psalmist — "/ iwwr taw the righieout finakai, imr kit ited beggng tkar hntd^ 
The same important truths of the everlasting Gospel which had been the source of 
his happiness in life, and which it had been the aim of his ministry to recommend, 
afoded him support and consolation in death. His last illness was short, and he 
was enabled to endure it with cheerful composure.. As his hopes had long been 
founded solely on. the perfect atonement and everlasting righteousness of tlie great 
Redeemer, they did not feil him in the most awful time of need^ His confidence 
In the pnxnises of God vras firm and unshaken, and he appeared to have no dood 
on his mind. He seldom spoke without a smile, and his amvenatiaa previous to 
his departure was such as indicated a mind ardently breathing af^ an increase 
•€ that holiness which is always the fruit of a lively £dth. in Christ, and the true 
believer's preparadoa for heaven \. and he died with assured but humble expectation 
flf cxduuiging a scene of sufiering for immortal felicity. He was deprived of his 
pious and feithful wife about a year ago; and they have left three sons and four 
daughters to lament the loss of the best of parents. The sons are all clergymen and 
inclined, it is fervently hoped, to tread in the path of their late veoetahle fether. 
A funeral discourse was delivered at Kendal by his pious and affectionate friend, 
one of the officiating ministers of that chuKh, and on the following Sunday to a 
numerous and deeply adected congregation at Underbarrow, on Numbers xxiii, to. 
Mr. Hervey formerly published E Umada CArlttiana — a work on the Thirty-nine 
Articles : a method of Short-hand, and two or three other small pieces. [Written by 
m clergyman, a friend of the deceased, who had knc(vm him intimately for ^6 years. 
From the Chwutkm Qbtnver, August, 18064 
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age of forty. The burial-ground at Underbarrow had been 
consecrated the year before and his was the first interment ia 
it. A monument to his memory was placed in Underbarrow 
church by his brother Romaine. 

Romaine was the only one of the three who received a 
University education. After reading for a time with the Rev. 
Thomas Dunham Whitaker of Holme« Lancashire, he w«nt up 
as a sizar to Magdalene College^ Cambridge in October, ^795* 
where he was elected to a scholarship^ Travelling was costly 
in those days, and there were stage-coaches only on the most 
important roads ; he had therefore to find his way from West- 
moreland to Gunbridge as he best could. The first part of the 
journey he was forwarded by friends, the ren^aining and by far 
the larger portion was done on foot, except when a return po8t»- 
chsdse took him a few miles on his way. Though the route is 
always varied, the first of these joumies as noted in his short- 
hand diary may serve as an example $ — 

29, September. Start off for Cambridge. Dined at Luptoi 
with Mr. Gregg, stayed all night at Settle. 

30. Arrived at &&• Whitaker's of Holme. 

3. October. Start off from Mr. Whitaker's and arrive a£ 
Elland at Mr. Watson's. 

4. Attend Sacrament at Elland. Evening, a poor meeting. 

5. Went from Elland to Doncaster, where stayed all night 
at the Reindeer. 

6. Walked from Doncaster to a place about three miles 
from Newark, where stayed all night in a shabby house. 

7. After a pleasant day's trip arrived at Stamford, wheiie 
slept at the George^ 
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8. A wet day, stayed all night at the Crown, Fen Stanton, 
where played at draughts with the turnpike keeper. 

9. Arrived at Cambridge at 9 o'clock. After an interview 

with Mr. Buck, got a cap and gown which were in college and 

cook a walk with Mr. Thompson, the only graduate then in 
college.* 

Mr* Parish, afterwards Professor of Natural and Experi- 
mental Philosophy, was at this time tutor of Magdalene, and 
amongst the undergraduates were — Robert Grant, (Governor 
of Bombay) ; Charles Grant, (Lord Glenelg) ; John Scott, (the 
writer of Church History), who are frequently mentioned in the 
diary, as well as William Dealtry of Trinity, (Chancellor of 
'Winchester,) and the Rev. Charles Simeon of King's who was 
one of the leaders in the great religious revival of the eighteenth 
century, and who was in consequence subjected to many an 
outrage, as zealous and good men have been in the present and 
every age. We read in the diary, December 6, 1 795, "The 
service interrupted at Simeoii^s church by a great row.** It was 
Mr. Simeon's habit to invite undergraduates of any college to 
tea at his rooms, in order that he might give them instruction 
in divinity and sermon^writing : Romaine was a frequent guest 
on these occasions. 

Notwithstanding a serious illness and some slighter attacks, 
Romaine took the degree of B.A.. (Junior Optime) at the usual 
time, January 18, I799> and was ordained deacon by the bishop 
of Lincoln the following month, and priest the following year. 
He took his m.a. degree July 3, 1 802. He was never bene- 

* His boxes did not airlve until tlie 19111. 
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ficed» and declined to be nominated to Underbarrow upon the 
death of his brother; he had a dangerous iUness in 18099 and 
was an invalid some years before his death. 

His son ThomaSy the rector of C>lmer9 went up to Clare 
College, Cambridge, in October 1836, just in time to attend 
Mr. Simeon's funeral, and to hear the last course of lectures 
deliTered by Professor Parish. The following year he lost 
his father, but continued under the guidance of an affectionate 
mother. He was a Greene's prizeman, and took the degree 
of B.A. (Senior Optime), January 18, 18409 and that of m.a. 
on July 3, 1843 1 he was ordained deacon by bishop Longley, 
(afterwards archbishop of Canterbury,) at Ripon^ January ic^ 
1841, and priest on January 9, 1842; his first curacy was 
Woodhouse, Leeds, where he found in the wife of his incum- 
bent, Mr. Fawcett, a daughter of Professor Parish. Here he 
remained dll 1845* when« on April 17 in that year, he married 
Anne, the daughter of George Hirst apd sister of the present 
rector of Bishopsboume, Kent. The marriage was solenmized 
by the Rev. George Hills, the present bishop of Columbia. 

Mr. Hervey held the two curacies of Hawkhurst and New- 
enden, Kent, till April 1852, and at the former place both his 
children — Edith, and Alfred Cyril — were born, and baptized 
at the old Norman Font of Newenden. He was afterwards 
curate of Colmer and Priors Dean until his institution. For 
various works executed there in his time at the churches and 
parsonage, see the details under their respective heads. While 
the works at the chancel of Colmer church were in progress^ 

DO 
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he lost his only brother, George Hervey, the first vicar of S. 
Augustine, Haggerston, who died of scarlet fever, March 15, 

l875f ^^ ^'^ ^P ^f 5^** ^ ^^ following year, he lost his 
mother, Elizabeth Marshall Hervey, the patron of Colmer and 
Priors Dean, who died on the 5th of April at the age of 85, 
and was laid with her younger son in Norwood Cemetery by 
her surviving son, her daughters-in-law, and her nephew, the 
Rev. George Morris, first vicar of S. Stephen, Haggerston* 
Both died in Passion-week, and both rest in one grave covered 
with a cross of polished red granite. 

* A In^ memorial bran, the gift of the ptriahionen, in die cbanoel of S. Ad- 
gnitiiie^s, lepretents him vetted in chasuble, etc. holding tlie chalice. The fbUofw* 
fog memorial lines from the Chofth Tma, March 19, 18751 >re by Edith Hervey^ 
now Mn. MacmichaeL 

Hx sleeps on Jisds' Breast— 

There may he rest ! 
He sleeps until the day 
Chase night away. 
Sleep on, O loved of Goo ! and may we fellow soon 
And find what thou hast found ; we ask of Him this boon. 

Yearning, we lift our hearts 

Beyond tlie smarts 
Of selfish grief, to where 
Thou know'st no care. 
Oh rest! We would not wake thee back to earthly life; 
Oh rest! For God hath called thee ever from its strife. 
Rest on! Thy flock shall bless 

Thy feithftdness. 
Rest on ! who neVr before 
Knew toil was o*er. 
Trusting, we yield thee unto Him, our All in All, 
To Whom, thou ever bring hastedst at His calL 
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Now to their hve and worth ^ every UnJ, 
A 1^ compunction turns il> evicted mind; 
Firtuet tuglecttd then, adored become, 
And graces slighted, blossom m the tomb, 



ILD legends s«di as nsoally lend a charm -to cbroaicles 
of the past, we have aot, and a history of the prin: 
dpal inhabitants of our two parishes resolves itself, 
for the first four-hundred years, into a mere Ust of names. We 
know nothing of Bnndas or of his tenant Aluric, who were 
perhaps dispossessed in favour of Humfrith, the chamberlain 
of WiUiam the Conqueror^ nor of Gilbert and Richard de la 
Dene, who held two canicates of land about 1238; nor of the 
many worthy grantors of messuages and lands to the priory 
of Southwick — the Sathuses, the Gardiners, the Grugayns, 
the Roperes, and others. We must pass over the Kemets^- 
Henry and his wife Sabella in 1 183, lady Cedlia of a later date, 
and William de Kemet, lord of Colmer, in 1278. We must 
^o pass over the Westcotts, the Nortons and many others, 

XtD) 
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The most andent family that we are able to trace down-^ 
wards to something like modem times, is that of Bel or Beal» 
We have Richard le Bel is 1256, Richard le Bel in 1380, John 
Bele in 1505; WtUiam Bele in 1522^ whose death no doubt it is 
chat is recorded in 1540 as Gulielmus Beall, (page 79). The 
two entries below, inserted in the Priors Dean Register after 
1567,. refer to his wife and daughter :: — 

Atto Drni 1547. 
January I7^ SepiJtaJmt Tomafjn Beatt fiia WyOim BeaD. 
Jafmarif2$\ Se/ns/ta Jisit Margeria Beall uxor Wyltim BeaU^ 

William^ and Peter were the next heads of the family ^ the 
latter had four children in 1579-85, of whom Jethro, mentioned 
on page 81,, was the youngest; then fdlowed another William 
who had five children in s6o9-i9*» his burial and that of his 
widow are dins reooidbd a— ^ 

WilRam Beale gent, was buried thejecond daye ofjfebrmtrii' T639* 
Mrs.. Alice Bee/ widdow aged 93 years was buried tbr litb 
day of November Anno Dni 167 3 •- 

In 1669, "Mr. Richard Beele the elder,, gentleman" died,, 
and in 1684,. his widow, Mrs. Joane Beel. He seems to have 
had only ene child,. Major Richard Beal,. wha went to reside at 
Southampton and left a sod„ Captain Richard,, at Priors Dean.. 
Captsdn Richard had four children — Mary, Richard, WilliauK 
and John, the two youngest of whom died in infancy. He* 
also went to Southampton and there his wife, Mary, died in 
1700.. Major Beal brought his wife, Audry, to be buried at 
Priors Dean in 1691 ; a son the next year,, and a daughter the 
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year following; his son the Captain died in May» ijoj, and he 
died the November following. 

In the be^nning of the sixteenth century there were two 
or three distinct families of Comptons at Priors Dean and one 
at Colmer. The head of the Colmer family in 1 52 2 was John 
Compton of Feldhouse; in 1570-86 there were Peter, Roger 
and George, all fathers of families at Colmer. The entry below 
refers probably to the first of the three rather than to a son of 
one of them : — 

Buried f 22 (f AfrUl Peter Qm^ton 1590. 

Hiere is after this only one other burial of a Compton and 
then the fanuly disappears from the Colmer Register : — 

John Compton was buryed the I Ith daye (f Aprill 1644. 

The Priors Dean Comptons became so numerous that it is 
difficult to tell one family from another. There were four 
Thomas Comptons baptized from 1539-65, children of John, 
William, Robert and another Compton whose Christian name 
is not given. Some of these Comptons lived at Slade, and are 
found in the Register till 1745; the most notable entries are: — 

John Compton of Slade aged 87 was buried the 2^h day of Oct. 
1665. 

Richard Compton aged above 90 yeares died the first isf was 
buried the ^d of June 1 705. 

The Comptons of the Manor House are distinguished in the 
Register from the others by the appellation of "gentleman" or 
"lady."' John Compton who was living in 1505, and was one 
of the jurors at the courts held that year and in 1 538, was 
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most piobably of the Manor house, and the Richard we start 
with in the following genealogy would probably be the grand- 
son of this John» 
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John Compton, the elder, and Joan his wife are buried in 
the chancel Priors Dean, where is this brass to their memory & 
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Tlie translatioD of this epitaph mth its tetrasiiehoa is : — 
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To John ComptODy gentlemaiiy who died April the sixth, 
iux \6o$^ and also to Joan Michelborne, his dearest wife, who 
died October the second, aj>. 1586/ this four-line epigram is 
affectionately dedicated* 

Blest death hath gathered in one tomb and heaven 
Those whom in life both love and marriage joined. 
Pilgrim v4io read'st these lines, lay to thy heart — 
Life is fulfilled for him who hath lived well. 

Mrs. Compton's burial is thus entered in the Register :— 

Anno Dwu 1586* 
miy^ hanna Comptan vmot Johanms Condon generosi fepuka 
Octot^ Jwi \S^ £c Octohris armofuprada. 1586. 

Rstertus Oddams ffdnuter. 

There is no entry of the burial of Mr. Compton, as there is oa 

entry at all between 1593 and 1607.. 

The baptisms of five of their children have been abready 
given on page 76 ; the baptism of Richard is thus entered :— ^ 

Ano Doml 1584^ 

Richard Campion the fan of John Compion vms Befiized the xxth 
cf July in the year above written* 

We do not know what became of their four daughters — 
Katharine, Elizabeth, Margaret and Alice; the registers record 
neither thdr marriages nor deaths.. 

John, the eldest son, married about the year 1603, before 
his father's death, a lady oi whom we know only that her name 
was Bridget. They had, as far as we know only two children, 
but the register was so badly kept that nothing is certain ; the 
baptism of Elizabeth, the eldest, bom in 1604, is not entered,. 
and we find only that of the younger, as follows : — 
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Bfigjtt Qmipton the daughter of Mr. John Qmipton nvai borne 
the feaventh (f Septemi^ 1610, iSf h^ized the fifteenth day of the 
fame month isf yeare. 

John G>mpton was a military man, he is represented on his 
monument chd in [armour and he was knighted by James I. 
between the birth of his daughter Bridget and the death of his 
daughter Elizabeth^ that is between 16I0 and 1623. 

Elizabeth was married on December l, l622» to Benjamin^ 
eldest son of Sir Walter Hchbome^knt. and grandson of Sir 
Benjamin Tichbome, who was created a baronet in 1620. The 
marriage is not entered' in the Priors Dean Reg^ter and may 
not have been solenmized there. She died nine months after» 
and her burial is thus simply entered : — 

Mrs^ EUzahetb Tichhcrne was buryed the xxixth of September ^ 
1623. 

The epitaph on her monument however fully supplements it : 

Hie jacet corpus Elisabeths l^chbome filiae Johannis Comp* 
ton Militis, quae nupta primo Decem. 1622, vicessimo quinto 
Septem sequente in puerperio obiit» unicum post se filium 
nomine Comptonum relinquens, in cujus memoriam moerens vir 
ejus Bei^aminus Tichborne armiger, hoc monumentum posuit. 
Noa schola, nos anni teneri,. nos patria junxit, 

Nos loca», nos lusus^ nos puerilis amor. 
Prsecipue junxere animos prsesaga jugalis 
Nomina conjugii fxmina, virque tori. 
Nunc incepta fides, maturos mansit in annos. 

Resque omen sequitur, cordaque junxit hymen. 
Postque novem menses ea factu puerpera vitam 
Ut dedit infanti reddidit ipsa suam. 

BE 
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CnUf fiddis, ainaii8, hmnilis, patiens, pia, oonstans, 

Et qoicqutd capias in maUere futt. 
Sic patri, macriqne et moesto visa marito 

Nonqaain flenda satis, quae nee amaoda nimis. 
Optassent plures natos» et ssecula vitae 

Loaga per innumeros coatinuasse dies^ 
Dla preces superata, cito dignissima coelo, 

Pto terra fmitur, pro pnerisqoe Deo.* 

The monument, a sketch of which is ^yen as it appears at 
present, is of marble and alabaster and traces of colour renuun 
upon it; some of the ornaments have disappeared and all the 
work above the arch. The infant was baptized on the day of 
its mother's funeral; this is the entry of the baptism l — 

* Here Ikt the body of Eliabeth Tichbonie, daughter of John Comptai^ 
ladght, nirriid the first of December i6is, who died in child-bed the twcntf- 
fifth of September ibUowing, kaving behind her an only son named Compton; In 
memory of whom, her sorrowing husband, Benjamin TichbonM^ Biq. cicctsd tfala 
noonment to her memory* 

School, tender years, our games and childish love^ 
Phoes and country, all united ns; 
And, special forecast of the marriage tle^ 
The terms, wife, husband closer drew our soolb. 
Vows taken, then endnred till years mature, 
Fiut followed type and marriage joined our hearts. 
Wne months paned by, and she, childbearing, gave 
An infant life and rendered up her own. 
Chaste, fidthlul, loving, pious, patient, meek— 
Whate'er becomes a woman most, was she.. 
By fother, pother, and her sorrowing lord 
She can't be mourned too much or loved too welL 
They wished for children and long years of life 
Continued through innumerable days ; 
These prayers o'er-rulM, she was euiy deemed 
For heaven most worthy, and instead of earth. 
And children, entered into joy with Gob^ 
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Cotf^m TtcUcme the sonne ofBagamn Ticlbome Esquire tvas 
itifiixedtbe 2^b rf September 1623. 

We do oot know whether Mr. Benjamin Tichbome married 
agam ^ he (fied betweeo 1657 ami 1670.. 

Bridget Comptoa married two* years after her sister's death ^ 
here is the entry of the marriage r — 

Nicholas Stougbtm Esquire ist His Bridged Coupon fvere 
maried the first <f December Anno Dm 1625* 

They had four children^all no doid>tbomat Stonghton^.in^ 
the county of Surrey^and baptized in the neighbonring church 
of Stoke;, two of them died at nearly the same age, one being 
142 days old^ tbe other 146.. They were probably buried in 
the Stoughton Chapel at Stoke,, for there b no entry of their 
burials io the Priors Dean* Register. Mr» Seooghton had beesi 
married little more thai» &re years when he lost his wife, who 
died» whether at Stoughton or Priors Dean we do not know, 
if at the former, it must have been at the earnest soUdtation 
of her parents that her remains were brought to Briors Dean» 
The burial is thus entered in the Bi^ster s — 

Mrs^ Btidgeft Stougitan tie wifir ef Ntdolas Houghton Esquire 
was buried tbe fi^st afjfyrill 1631* 

There is a monument to her memory by the side of her 
sister's in Priors Dean church ;. it is marble and alabaster in the 
same style as the other and has also been decorated with colour*. 
It has lost aU the ornamentation above the cornice ; fragments 
of it and of the other monuments are hidden away behind the 
wall-plate. A sketch of it in its present state is given.. 
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The two infants to the right of the principal figure should 

be lying dowa-^ a stone-mason^ when repairing the monument^ 

set them up that they mtght be the better seen. The inscription 

is partly in Latin and partly in Ei^lish : — 

Nicholas Stoughton de Stoughton in Com : Surr : armiger,. 
hoc posuit in memoriam charissimiae conjugis Brigidae, filias juni- 
oris Johann> Compton hujus:paroehiae milit : quae nata Sep. 7» 
1610, nupta Dec. I, 1625^. . Beperit Johanne Georgia Aug. 15, 
1626 (quimortu* Jan. 4, sequ:); Rosa Apr. 29, 1628; Brigida- 
Jun. lo, 1629 (quae mortua Nov. 3 sequ:) Comptonu Jul. I» 
163a Ipsa mortua 25 Mart: 163 1 & hie Sepulta Ap. I, sequ^ 
Aspids ut yeniunt ad Candida tecta calumbae» 
Candida par celit hie Candida tecta Dei.^ 
Pone columbinos binos manet ecce superstes» 

PiiUulus et binos mortuos ante jacet, 
Primitiae cessere Deo; mas primus et illi 

Tertia juncta comes, mensib. ambo pares. 
Lusit par impar muneve Deus impare gaudens,.. 
Alterni sexus sustulit alterutmuht 

* If the two infimtt were buried at Stoke this may refer to the two sitters. 

f Nicholas Stoughton of Stoughton in the county of Surrey, Esquire, erected 
this monument to the memory of his dearest wife, Bridget, younger daughter of 
John Compton of tliis parish, knight, who was bom September 7, 1610, married 
December i, 1625. She gave birth to — John Geoige, August 15, 1616, (wlio 
died January 4 following); Rose, April 19, i6a8; Bridget, June 10, 1619, (who 
died November 3 following); Compton, July i-, 1630. She herself died the S5th 
of March 1631, and was buried here April 1, following^ 

You fee how doves return to their fair home. 
Here, a fair pair GodIi own fair House protects. 
See, where behind, a dove-like pair survives, 
A little pair departsd lies before. 
The first-fruits given to God ; the first a boy. 
To him the third, as consort, like in age. 
God by an odd and even gift beguiled. 
Pleased with the odd, of either sex took one. . 
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Her fate and right place weakest by y* wall, 
For youngest may wee justly weakest call* 
Ton see her sister's praise^ for her*8 you look 
That fills y« volume of a vellum booke. 
Look yet below and you may chance to find 
The pourtract of her ssdnt-like soule and mind 
Better deciphired than shee's heer exprest 
By caj:ver*s» graver's*, puQfer*s hand thus drest. 

Theie does not seem to have been room enoug|i upon the 
mooiiment for all the eulogies that the friends of the departed 
Bridget wrote about her, therefore a marble tablet was let into 
the wall below the monument with this inscription, referred to 
in the lines above : — 

Efpigutio Brigiqa Uxo&is 

Nl: StoUGHTOV; Ae : 

Effi^em spectas frontis, nunc aspice mentis 

Candida fronsque fuit, Candida mensque fiiit 
Fronte quib. visa est, quels nota est, mente placebat. 

Fronte licet juvenis, mente senilis erat. 
Tam pia, tam prudens, humilis^ mansueta« pudica. 

Tarn cons tauter amans filia, sponsa* pareas« 
Qinstanti obsequo venerata nupta parentes, 

Constanti obsequio, nupta virumque colens* 
Cujus ut ad votum composta, ita prole beavit, 

Et pulchra et chara, charior ipsa parens^ 
Hoc solo proli solo hoc infensa marito^ 

Tam cito quod prolem destituitque virum,* 
Sic scripsit in marmore Ixsus N. S^ 

* You see the form of face, the mind now mark, 
Fhir was the fooe^ so lair too was the mind. 
Her miod pleiied those wiio saw^ and knew bcr wrtiv 
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It i8 highly probable that the two surviving children were 
left with their grandparents ^ we do not indeed know anything 
of Rose, but Compton, who died when only two years and 
nine months old,, was buried at Priors Dean. 

Mr^ Coaftm SUugHtm Buried the xxxjtb rf March 16^4^ 

Nicholas Stoughtoor married again' and was created a bar- 
onet in 1660/1,. but, notwithstanding he was one of seventeen 
children,, the title became extinct on the death of his son, Sir 
Lawrence Stoughton, without issue in 1691/2. The mansion- 
called Stottghtoo Phce' was puUed down,, and nothing left 
remaining but parts of the andeot moat; t&e site, which was 
ploughed up^is still known as Stoughton Gardens. 

We can: well imagine the intense grief of Sir John and lady 

Compton upon losing dieir two daughters and three giand- 

children^ Lady Compton did not svrvive the last How many 

months,, as she died the September following the death of little 

Stoughton- Sir John survived his wife nearly nineteen years, 

and died in 1653. 'Their burials are thus recorded : — 

The Ladie Bridged Confton was buried tbe viijtb cf Septemter^ 
1634. 

Sir JoBn Con^ton inigSt was Buried tbe l8/£ daye of Augujl 1653^ 

ThoogH young in face, the wis mature in mind. 
So pious, prudent, humble, modest, meek, 
A oomtant kiring daughter, mother, wife. 
Honouring Her parent» with submissive will,. 
Witlt will' submissive,, she her husbaisl lovedl 
To Kis will fiishioned, film with offspring blest,. 
And fair and dear, as mother still more dear. 
Worn out with husband's and with childrens' 
She, all too quickly;, left both him and them^ 
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In a monument, on the south wall of the chancel of Priors 

Dean chnrch, there are one-third length white marble effigies 

of Sir John and lady Compton. Sir John is represented clad 

in armour, but bare-headed. His helmet, now rusty with age, 

IS placed on the canopy, where too, until lately, the fragments 

of his banner hung before they had entirely perished. There 

is this inscription on the monument : — 

Be this consecrate to the memmory of S^ lohn Compton 
knight, and Dame Bridget his Lady. Hee Dyed y* 13^ of 
August 1653 'AS^^ 79 ye^cs- She Dyed y« 3^^ of September 
1634, Aged 56 yeares ; Both adorned w^ y« most exquisite 
and Heroicke virtues of both their sexes, Hee diligently active 
abroade rather for the releafe of poore & exercise of virtue, 
than for y^ accumulation of riches. She providently careful! 
within, rather for ye support of Magnificence & hospitality 
than out of a desire to gaine, both endewed with a reverent 
pietie towards God &. freindly amide towarda their neighbors, 
A generous respectfulnesse towards posteritie, a curteious 
indulgence towards all, of an exacte justice, discreet sobrietie, 
invincible fortitude in afflictions, most gentle meekenesse in 
prosperities of a gf eate modestie, bountyfuU liberallitie & per- 
severii^ sedulitie. Who having filled theire Country w^ the 
fragrancie of a gpod repo^; departed this life to be condoled 
by strangers, to be deplored by kindred & neighbours, to be 
bewayled by the poore, to be desired of all ; May their vertues 
live after them^ the prayer of theire most sad and only grand- 
sonne, Compton Tichbome, Esq. 

Compton Tichborne was thirty years of age when he lost 

his grandfather whom he survived only four y^rs. He di^d 

at Priors Dean« 
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Cmffon Ticbbome Bsqr. vms buried the l^b dasfe of March - 
1657. 

In a moamiient near Sir John Compton's there is a life size 

bust of him under a canopy supported by two black marble 
pillars, andt worked into the base on either side, are shields 
bearing the Compton and Tlchbome arms ; there is the foUow- 
iiig brief inscription on the monument : — 

Here lyeth y« moft Noble & generous 

COMPTON TICHBORME, ESQ. 

Whose everlasting memorye perpetualy liveth 
Ift the gratefuU hearts of his (by him reftored) 

Family. 
He dyed March y« 17th [nth?] 

1657. 
In die absence of information we may assume that he was 

not married, and if the restoration referred to was not the pro- 
viding an heir for his house, we -may presume that what is* 
meant is that by his marriage, he, the only surviving grand- 
child of Sir John Compton, inherited the Compton estate, and 
so, by his death, aggrandized his family. Rose Stoughton is 
the only one of the grandchildren of whose death we know 
nothing, and she might not be living. 

The Newlins of Goleigh are mentioned in the earliest six- 
teenth century documents that we possess. Richard and John 
Newlin were jurors, along with John Compton, at the Courts 
held in 1 505. In the subsidy return 1525, we find Margery 
and Richard Newlyth; and in 1539, there were two Richards 
living, as that year there is the burial of .Alida the daughter of > 
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Richard Nulyn the elder; in 1569 Margery Nolyo died aod ia 

1577, one of the Richards. Margery, John and Elizabeth 

Newlin, the children probably of the elder Richard Newlin, 

were married in 1 549 and I555» and Margery , a daughter of 

the younger Richard, in the latter year ; see pages 82 and 83. 

A third Margery was married in 1577 : — 

Tbomas Q^oron nu^t m uxorem Mftrgeriij Nm/jb^ 3°^ mei^ 
Januarij. 

There are many Newlins in the Register, we must confine 

our attention to the descendants of John; he had a son namf^l 

Richard^who.was baptized May 20, 1563. Richard married 

some one named Elizabeth and had in 1587-90 five children, 

— ^John, G>nstance, Robert, Richard and Margery, the last 

two being twins. John, the eldest, married, as we shall see, 

in 1608, a lady whose name was Alice; the feUoii^g entry 

must refer to another John i-«- 

July 30, 16 10, John Newlitb isf Margery Baker were tnarried. 

This year Richard's father died : — 

Jdm Newlitb the elder rf Gowly was buried D^eidf.* 29^ 1 6 ID* 

The next entry is we believe that of a child of John and 

Alice Newlin : — 

J dm Newlitb tbe firme afJobn Newlitb of Gowly was borne tbe 
24/^ of January isf baptized the seven isf twentieth of tbe fame montb 
1610 [1611]. 

This John married a Margery, by whom he had five child- 
ren born in 1647-45 — ^John, William, Constance, Elizabeth and 
Philip. The father died in 1646 when only thirty-six years 
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of age. Constance married Richard Pococke in 1663 ; in 1668 
she lost her mother^ and ^xteen months after her grandmother 

died; their burials are thus entered s — 

Margerj NnuBn^ ^ GoKgh nvidow nvas burUd the 6tb day af^ 
October Atmo Dcnum/i668. 



jt£ct Nevdyn the %u^t ef John Newfyn the eU^ of Goly aged: 
84f bawig beetle married 62 yeares^ Sed FArui f 27 wat buried 
March the first Anm J>. 1669. 

John and Alice were therefore married in 1608 ; he was 
bom in 15879. and was about two years younger than his wtfe 
whom he survived six years ; he died at the age of 88, having, 
outlived most of his family :=— ^• 

John Newlyn tfGdj aged 88 yearetp,£td Nov: 26, was buried 
Dec: !•• 1675. 

His grandson, the third John in succession, married but 
had no children, he died in 1706, and hij widow in 17 1 1 : — 

Captain John Newlyn tfGdy £ed onihh l^bfsf^ was buried om: 
the VJth'of January^ Anno D" ljo6. .JEtatis/iui 70. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Newlyn widdow died thlA^^. was buried the 
l$th: day efi December, 17 IK. 

Three children. 1 of Philip,., the youngest son c^ John and 
Margery Newlin were buried at Priors Dean — ^Mary, in 1673 * * 
Philip, in 1677, (the father is described as of Empshott); and 
Anne who died at Cokner on July 8, 1700, evidently when on 
a visit to her uncle Pococke and only eighteen days after the 
funeral of her cousin Philip Pococke. Philip Newlin is then, 
described as of Lymington.. 
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The only memorial of the Newlins at Priors Dean is a slab 
with the the following inscription ;-— 

HERB LYETH THE BODYES OP 
JOHN NEWLIN AND MARGERY 
HIS WIPE. HEE WAS BVRIED 
THE H DAY OP OCTOBER 1646 
8HEE WAS BVRIED THE 6 DAT 
OP OCTOBER %Ut, 

In the year 1674, when Mr* Sboocke's infant died at Leigh 
Court, Mrs. Pococke was visiting Richard Newlin who resided 
there and was churchwarden of Greatham. He was probably 
Mrs. Pococke*s uncle ; but he nught have been a son of Richard 
the twin, bom in 1590. Richard Hewlin^ the father of Mrs. 
Harrison, who was vicar of Empshott from 1 729 to 1772, 
and curate of Greatham, where he died, was mo doubt one of 
the Leigh Court (or Lay Court) Newlins ; and John Newlin, 
who was reaor of Halting from 1 7 16 to 1 7 3p and then vicar 
until 1739, may have been his brother. Richard Newlin, b.c.l. 
vicar of Empshott and liss died May 25,. 1772, and his wife, 
Beata died in July 1778. Their elder daughter, Beata, married 
the curate of Greatham, Richard Greene, m.a. Fellow of New 
College, Oxford, and had two children — Beata Maria and 
Richard Joseph or Richardus Jo3ephus,,as the Register has it. 

The Bakbrs, who are mentioned in the same early docu- 
ments as the Newlins, conferred their name upon a farm at 
Priors Dean, which is known as *' Bakers" to this day« They 
were so very numerous, that we cannot follow their pedigree. 
When the register commences there were John, William and 
Thomas Baker, who were married and had children; in. the 
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next generatioa there were Robert and William; after that we 
have Richard, Jesse and Peter, with fottr, eight and five child- 
ren respectively, A fourth generation ^ves us William, who 
died July 15, l64o» and then the whole family of the Bakers 
disappear. 

The name of Field or Fibldb& was a very ancient one in 
Colmer. Early in the thirteenth century there were Jordan de 
la Felde, and Gilbert and Ralph de Campo. The first entry 
in the Register of marriages is that of John and Alice Fielder 
in 1563 (see page 91). Six children of John Fielde or Fielder 
were baptized from 1575^5 (see page 88),. and two children, 
not entered in the baptisms died in 1585. Alice his wife died 
in 1586. 

Afim Dm 1585. Joane Jjieldi the daughter of John ffidde noas 
hiried the xtb ^October in the yeere aiove written, 

Anne FieUe the daughter of John ffielder was buried the. uyth 
ef October in the yeere above written* 

These two entries are together, and in the following year 

there are two more, also together, and then we lose sight of 

the Fielders. 

The xth day of October was buried Alice Bidder the wife of John 
Fielder. 

The xiijth day of November was buried Christopher Fielder the 
fonne of John Fielder, Anno fupra fcrifto. 

Just two hundred years afterwards, there was a farmer at 

Colmer named Philip Fidler, and, later, John Fidler at Priors 

Dean. This name is probably a corruption of ''Fielder," and. 

in the present day it is further perverted into "Vidler.V 
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principal inhabitants of the two parishes were very 
likely all churchwardens in turn, but, in only a few instances^ 
from incidental notices now and then in the registers^ can we 
be certain who held the office, undl we come to recent times. 

Nicholas Pink is the first mentioned churchwarden of the 
parish of Colmer ; he held the office, in conjunction with PhSfi^ 
Sparrow, in 16x4. There were five Pynks in the parish ia 
1525, but they seem to have dwindled away, and all we know 
of them is that Joan the wife of Nichobs Pink was buried the 
second of August 1626, ^d that he was buried the March 23^ 
1627. After nearly two hund^ years^ we agam find Pinks 
in the parish. 

Phiup Sparrow, churchwarden in 16 14, had two children 
bom at Colmer, Annis in 160$, and Robert in 1606; he does 
not appear to have been a native of Colmer and left the parish 
before he died« 

John Winter was chtirchwarde« ia 1623^ in coi^unctioA 
with John Oakshott; he had three daughters* bom in 1628-33* 
and this is all we know of hinu . 

John Oakbhott, churchwarden in 1623* married about 
1630 some one called Elizabeth, and had two sons and two 
daughters in 1632^. Roger and Joan Oakshott whose burials 
are both entered together, were most probably his parents : — 

Joane Oakjbatt the lutfe tf Roger Oai/hot was buried the xxixti 
day of Auguji 1628. 

Roger Oayhott fuas buried the xij day offfebruarie 1628. 

John and his wife are not buried at Colmer* . 
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Jambs Lbs was rector's churchwarden in 1632 with Hmry 
Reywood i his wife's name was Eatherine, by whom he had 
•ix sons bom in 161 7-359, two^of whom. died in infancy.. His 
eldest son, Richard^ had three children born in. 1644-9. In^ 
16539 Richard's wife9 Elizabeth9,died9,and then, we do not meet 
again with the name of Lee*. 

Hbnrt Rbtwood was churchwardaoi.in 16^ and 1637 ;.he 
may have been • the DOBof William/and Joaa^Reywood whose 
burials are thus recorded :>^ 

WVBam Rejwoode was buryed the 28 daj tf December 1641. 

Joane Remvoode^ widdow aged neare 90 jeares^ was h^tized the 
%yb ef SepU in the year 1577 isf was buried the iJ^h (jf August. 
in tbeyeare (f tr lard. 1667.-. 

On refenring^tathe Eriovs Dean Rbgister.we. find, under tHe 
year 1577 this «ntr j; :-?- - 

S^ebris 25 bttptizatajiiit Joana BdkirJUia J^e* Baker. 

Nathaniel IJpsDALL.was the lectoc's churchwanden. in the 
year 1637 with Reywood, and in 1638 with William Reade.. 
By Elnor, his wife, he had four sons and four daughters in 
1631-449 of. whom four died young.. . 

William JLbaob,., who jH^as the parishioners' chucchwiUkdeOk 
in l6389.was.the rectoB's.chuixJiwardeain. 1669^. By Alice,.. hi& 
wife9 he had one son and- two>xiaughters9. born 163 1-5. Sha 
was buried December 19, 1636. He had another son in 1644 
by Elizabeth, his second wife. His death took place in 1687... 

William Reade died in the Sjth year of bis age (5* was buried 
tie 23^ day of July. .Anno Z)« 1687. . 
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ERzabeth Reade, widdow died about the Sjth year of her age isf 
was buried the Jth day (f March 1689. 

He and his second wife are buried a little west of Colmer 

church and two head-stones bear the following inscriptions : — 

Herb Lteth the Herb Lteth the Body 

Body op Eliza^ op William Read 

Read Aged 87 Aged 87 Buriep 

Buried March 17 ' July 23 1687. 

1689 

Two other headstones in a line with these mark the burial 
places of Amy, William Read's grandchild, who died in 1692 
at the age of twelve, and of Richard, who died of small-pox in 
1690. The last entry relating to the family is dated 165^. 

Anthony Langridgb was churchwarden in 1669 ^n<l held 

the office in 1686, the year before Read died* From this time 

there has been only one churchwarden appointed^ He had five 

sons and one daughter, born in 1671-84; he died in 1696, \&A 

widow Margery in 1 706 and his eldest son the same year; they 

are buried near the south-west angle of the church. Two of 

the head<^tones bear the following inscriptions { — > 

In Memory Of In Memory Op 

Margery Langridgb Richard Langridgb 
Widow Who Dibd Who Died 

March The 28 Oct T»5 14 

iETAT64 . (jEtatis 36 

.... 1706, '^^^ tSALUTip 1706 

Langridges have been in the parish almost to the present time. 
Jerome Hearsay, churchwarden in 1697, married on the 
8th of October, 1676, Katherine Knight by whom he h«4 QA? 

GQ 
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son and four daughters. He was probably the grandson of 
Hierome Hersaie who died in 167 1, and the s(mi <^ John Hersy 
in the following entry : — 

Jeroime Herfy tbefifim tfJJm C^ ESxabetb Her/y bt^zedthe 
olti ^fiAruarit 1656. 

In 1676, John Kmgbt married Elizabedi Hearsay » either 
Jerome's sister, two years younger than himself, or a cousin a 
year older. Jerome died in 1 734 and his widow in 1742 ; he 
was succeeded in- his farm^ called after the family, Herceys, by 
John Thorp, who had married his daughter Mary. For more 
about the Thorps, see page 98. Report says that the farm 
house, a very pretty one,, was pulled down because the Thorps 
allowed it to go to ruin. 

Hbnrt Whitbar was church warden^ in 1 75 1. We know 
nothing more of him. Martha,, Betty and Hannah Whitear, his 
daughters probably, were married in I75I-5* 

John Budd, churchwarden in 1754^ ^^ the grandson of 
Henry Budd who settled at Colmer about 1677. It b probable 
that Richard Budd wHo settled at Priors Dean about the same 
time was his brother. The Priors Dean Budds we shall come 
to presently. Henry's death and his wife's are thus entered : — 

Henry Budd in the Gith year ef his age £ed on the l6th (iei^g 
Easter day) & was buried on the iSth of April 1704, 

Mary Bud widow, died at Merryfield Sept: ^d (5* was buried 
Sept : Sth at Co/mer Anno Dm. 1713* 

He had one daughter, and one son, Henry, who succeeded his 
father at Colmer Farm. Henry the younger had six sons and^ 
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two daughters, who were bom in 1708-22 ; he died in 174T. 
A amrai tablet gives the date of the deaths of himself, of his 
wife and of two sons :-— 

To the Memory of Hbnrt Budd 

who died 21st of April 1 741 : Aged 6 1 Years. 

Also of Elizabeth his Wife 

who died 6th of May 1765 : Aged 79 Years. 

And Also of their sons William & Thos. 

William died 3rd of February 1738 : Aged 22 Years, 

Thomas died 20th March 1 733 : Aged ll Years. 

And two slabs in the church bear the following inscriptions :— 

Here Ljeth the Bodf of Here Lyeth the Body ef 

Henry Budd William the Son of 

UHfo Departed this Life Henry Budd 

April y' 21 174I, Wh Departed this lAfe 

Aged 61 Tears.. Feb. the 3 1 738, 

Aged 22 Tears. 

The Register informs us that Thomas died at Winchester and 

Willbm at Alton. 

» 

John, the churchwarden, was the younger Henry's eldest 
SOU; he had six sons and four daughters bom in 1740-55. His 
brother Henry, of Field Farm, married in 1728, when about 
eighteen years of age, Elizabeth PuUinger, by whom he had 
one son and three daughters bom 1729-37. He left the parish 
perhaps soon after 1737, and was succeeded at Field Farm by 
his brother John, who died in 1783, having been a widower 
about live years. John's fifth son, Thomas, died at Field Farm 
the year after his father. There is a brick tomb between thct 
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porch and the western buttress of the church which is the 
bnrial-pUioe of the Budds, but the inscription on the slab which 
covers it is obliterated. 

After this time the registers do not afford any due to the 
names of the churchwardens, and the Vestry Book does not 
be^ until 1823. In the mean time we may take for granted 
that — 

Samubl Smith of Colmer Farm was churchwarden from 
about 1793 ^^ ^^'3 1 ^ which period he had by Anne his wife 
five sons and ten daughters. Two <^ the girls died in infancy, 
one married a German and died at Vienna in 1865, and another 
one, Mrs, Hedley, resided there at the same time. Smith was 
succeeded at Colmer Farm by John Carpenter, 

Thomas Mat of Field Farm was churchwarden from 1823 
to 1835. He had a son baptized in 1 824 and a daughter in 

1827. 

Francis Allam was churchwarden from 1835 to 18501 
he succeeded Mrs. Carpenter at Colmer Farm. He had two or 
three sons when he came into the parish, and three daughters 
were bom afterwards. He went to live at Alton and carried 
on the business <^ a butcher in Market-street. 

Gborgb Smith of Colmer Farm was churchwarden from 
1850 to 1863. He was a widower, and had a daughter, sister, 
and two nieces living with him ; he went to live at Winchester 
and died there at an advanced age. His son, George Smith, 
was for a few years at Slade Farm, Priors Dean ; he went to 
Sparsholt, to a farm left him by a relative. 
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WiLUAic F00KB8 MoRBT, of Colmer Farm» was church- 
wardaQ from 1863 to 1869 » ^^ ^^^°^® ^^^ Dorset ixdth one 
little boy ; when he left Colmer in 1869 he had in addition four 
Bttle (prls. Mrs* Morey died about four years afterwards from 
the effects of a carriage accident* 

John Ellwood of Colmer Farm, church wardes from 1 869 
to the present time, came from Lincolnshire. During his te* 
nantcy the house and farm buildings have been thoroughly 
renovated and the approaches to the former improved by the 
filling up of mud holes and the removal of uiany years' accu- 
muladon of rubbish* 

It may be as well to state here that Field Farm, afjter Mn 
May left, was in the occupatba of William Legg until 1861 1 
when Mr. CoUis of Bishops Sutton carried it on until l879» 
with the help of a padns-taking bailiff, W. King Asprey, who 
died after a few days' illness, on March 19, 1879, J^'^ when 
his work at Colmer was ended. Mr. Collis was equally fortu* 
nate in the housekeeper. Miss Scrogg, who made butter every 
year to the value of £300. Mr* Johnson is the present tenant;. 

We know the names of only the last five parish clerks- 
Richard Blemp, who held the office from 1777 to 1822 and 
died in 1827 at the age of 76$ Henry Morgan, who was clerk 
till his death at the age of 73 ia 1853$ William Pink>, Henry 
Morgan ; and Elijah Eemp« 

We now go back to the churchwardens of Priors Dean. 

John Oliver, who was churchwarden in 1639 ^^ conjunc- 
tion with Gabriel Coles, is the first one we meet with in th^ 
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Reg^ter. We know nothing of him. Anne Oliver died in 
16789 bnt whether she was his vrife, daughter or some other 
lelatire, we do not know. 

Gabrxbl C0LB8, churchwarden in 1639. His was an old 
fiuniiy; we have John CoUis in 1 505, John CoUys in 1522 and 
Willam Colles in 1539. Gabriel Coles, fiither of the church- 
warden, died in 1652. Gabriel the second, had five or six 
children, bom in 1637-52. Mary his wife died in 1664, and 
he in 1679* ^ ^^^ Gabriel had one son, Gabriel, and one 
daughter, bom in liS^-^. John, a son of the churchwarden, 
had eight ehildren, and among them a Gabriel who died in 
1734 at the age of fifty-seven.. 

Richard Tamworth, was churchwarden in 1669, and 
this is all the information we have about him. 

Hbnrt Reads, churchwarden in 1 68 1. He was probably 
the son of William Reade of Colmev and bora in 1644. ^^ 
had two daughters, bom in i678«i8o. The younger of them 
died at Colmer in 1692. Henry Reade may have removed 
there on the death of his father in 1687. 

Gborgb Gracb, churchwarden in 1682, married on April 
8r 1675, J^A^ Broman, by whom he had two sons and two 
daughters borA in 1680-91. He died in 1717 at the age of 84. 
His eldest son,. George,, had two sons and four daughters ; by 
his wife. Honour, who died in 1 755 ; he died five years after. 

William Cats, churchwarden in 1686, had by Anne, his 
wife, a son, who died in infancy, and three daughters, bora ia 
^673,-80.. He probably left the parbh before 1 69 1.. 
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Richard Budd, churchwarden in 169 1, had, by Frances 

bis wife, three children, bom in 1677-82, after he came to 

Priors Dean. John, who succeeded him, his nephew probably, 

was married at Colmer, possibly to a lady visiting there : — 

John Budd oftbisparyh (5* Elizabeth Pcok of Iff^inge in Sussex 
were married tie yb day of April Anno D^ 1692* 

He had three sons and one daughter, bom in 1693-171I; he 

and his widow both died at West Tisted, the ome in 1727, the 

other in 1 736, but were buried at Priors Dean. John's eldest 

son, Henry, may have succeeded his father, but we know only 

that he died three years after him. His brother John, had by 

Mary his wife, seven children, and it is somewhat remarkable 

that although five of them grew up and left the parish^ all of 

them, father and mother too, rest in the burial ground of their 

native place; none of them seem to have married* Below, are 

the dates of the burials of father,, mother aiid children ir^ 

Born. Buried. 

John Budd, 1 708, Febmary 23, 1767. 

Mary his wife, l7o7f Feb: 2, 1780, from Southampton^ 

Mary, ^Tih April 28, 1800, from Southampton* 

John, I734t April 8« 1795,^ from Southampton. 

Henry, I735t March 24^ 1803^ from Southampton. 

William, 1737, October l8, 1737. 

Richard, 1739, March 22„ 1739. 

Elizabeth, 1 742 , Decem : I ,^ 1 794^ from Southampton. 

William, 1743, Nov: 27,^ 1778, from Southampton. 

Henry and William are described in the Register as gentlemen* 
There are three tombs by the south-west angle of Priors Dean 
church which are the burial places of the Budds. Henry, thi^ 
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last deceased, is interred in the one to the south, which bears 
the following inscription : — 

nr MSKOBT OF 

Hbnrt Budd, Gent. 

Died March 2oth 1803. 

He was the last of that Branch of the Family, 

and may be truly said to have been 

A Benevolent Man. 

He left some money to the parish to be disposed of as set 
forth on a tablet^ phced under the belfry : — 
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This money was secured, it is said, on two houses at Sout& 
ampton and was paid once or perhaps twice by Mr. Whitaker, 
a clergyman who had married a relative of the donor, and kept 
a school at Southampton. When Mr. Cookson, the rector, ap- 
plied agsun for the money, he received an insolent reply and a 
direct refusal. The matter was more recently taken up by the 
Charity Commissioners, but not being able to discover a copy 
of Henry Budd's Will they could do nothing. Since then it is 
reported that a house in Southampton was sold by auction sub- 
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ject to the payment of the above sums, which, the auctioneer 
remarked, had not been demanded for many years. 

Amthont Broman was churchwarden in 1697. A notice 
of the Bromans will be found on pages 79 and Si- 
Richard Silvester, churchwarden in I754» ^^^ ^^ S'^^ 
grandson of Richard and Elizabeth Sylvester, who came from 
Froxfield to the Manor House, Priors Dean, after the death of 
Compton Tichbome. His great great grandmother died there. 

Margaret Sjlvater mdow was buried the l^b daj rf December 
1669. 

Richard, the elder, had four sons and one daughter, bom io 

1670-79. Elizabeth his wife was buried on August lo, 16801 

in November he married again ; — 

Richard Silvester and Joane Bed both of Prior sdeane were fMr> 
ried the 28/A day rf November Anno Dni l68o. 

There were four daughters by this second marriage, bom in 
1682-7 ; Richard Silvester died in 1688 and was buried on the 
5th of April. 

Edward, his eldest son, succeeded, who had three children, 
Olive, Richard and William, bom in 1 693-7. In the latter 
year he lost Olive his wife; he survived until 1728. Richard, 
the churchwarden, was Edward*is grandson, bora at Froxfield 
in 1724; he married in 1755 Olive Randal, by whom he had 
four sons and five daughters^ Mary, the eldest daughter, was 
married in 1783 to John Steele; Maria, the youngest, married 
John Peryer in 1 793; ^^ Anne, the third, married Thon^ 
Blackmore in 1 795, the family then removed to Froxfield* 

HH 
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RiCHAftD Chabb was probably the next churchwarden ; he 
was married by Ikcoce in 1769 to Elizabeth lilly white, by 
whom he had six children^ bom in 1771-84. His wife died 
in l8ol-» he died in 1815 at the age of seventy-dght and is 
then described in the Renter as a labourer. 

WiLUAic Shapt» churchwarden in 181 1-16, had three sons 
and four daughters^ bom in i8oo-li. 

Thomas Whitbar, who was churchwarden in i8l8-23» 
had two daughters, bom in 1815^21* 

William Rivers of Goleigh, was churchwarden 1824-31. 
He died in 1 83 1 at the age of sixty-five^ and Mary his widow 
died in 1832 at the age of 67. He was succeeded at Goleigh 
by his son, John, who had by Harriet his wife, three children, 
bora in 1846-53. John Rivers died in 1864; there is a cross 
at the head of his grave with the inscription i — 

In 

MEMORY OP 

JOHN RIVERS 

WHO DIED OCT l8, 1 864 

IN THE 69*^^ TEAR 

OP HIS AGE. 

IN THE MIDST OF LIFE WE AJRE IN DEATH. 

John Allam, churchwarden in 1853-75, was brother to 
Francis Allam of Colmer ; he lived at Windmill Farm where he 
had by Elizabeth, his first wife, two sons and two daughters,, 
born in 1819-26. The burial of his first wife is not entered 
in the Register. On December 2, 1830 he married Harriet 
Munday, by whom he had two sons and three daughters*. He 
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removed to OiA Place, in the parish of East Tisted, before his 
youngest child was bom, but retained Windmill Farm, and 
when George Smith, Junior left Slade, he took that farm also} 
he was churchwarden of Priors Dean until his death which • 
took place in 1 875. 

William Allam, the dder of the two last bom aons of the > 
abore, was churchwarden in l876*7:he married first, Sophia 
Matilda Aburrow on April 2 1,. 1 862 ; by this marriage he had 
three sons bom in 1863-6. He went to live at Slade in 1863, 
and his wife died there in l868» He then^married Mary Anne 
Smith of Cranleigh, by whom he had a son who died in infancy, 
and a daughter, bora at the end of 1876. He died in 1877. 

Stephen Mundat, of the Manor Farm, churchwarden in 
1878 and to the present time, came from Dorsetshire with hb 
£ather who died in 1 847 at the age of eighty-nine. His mother 
died the year before at the age of seventy-three. By Sarah, 
his wife, Stephen Munday has three sons and one daughter, 
born in 1836-45. His second son, Maurice, married Phoebe 
Emma Durman on April 17, 1862 and has four sons and five 
daughters. 

The father of Mrs. Maurice Munday, William Durman, 

lived at Church Farm*^ he came to the parish a widower with 

several children. In l4[23, when fifty-four years of age, he 

married Amelia Clark aged twenty-three, by whom he had five 

sons and four daughters; two of the boys died in June 1830, 

He died in 1854,. at the age of eighty-five. A headstone with 

cross upon it» near the grave of John Rivers, marks the place 

HHs 



236 Parish Cbrh tf Prkrs Dean. 

of his bnriaL His widow carried on the farm until 1871, when 
she was obliged to leave in consequence of the rent being raised. 
%e died at Hawkley in 1 879 and was buried at Priors Dean. 
Philip Foot James was tenant the next seven years. 

Slade Farm was occupied from about 1816-51 by James 
Gal« who married Charlotte Bennett in 1814. She died the 
following year at the age of twenty-three; he married again and 
had six children^ bom in 1816-25^ by his second wife, Eliza- 
beth Anne» who died in 1826 at the age of twenty-five^ and 
was therefore about fifteen when she was married. The next 
year he married Sarah Munday^ by whom he had five children*. 
He died at Headley in^ 1858 at the agr of seventy ;. his widow 
<Ued at Rogate in 1879 ^^ ^^ ^ ^ eig^ty-fiFe-^.they axe both 
buried at Priors Dean. 

The last four or five parish clerks were — John Porter io 
1755-68 [probably, in the latter, year he lost his wife; Robert 
Yokes in 1765^1811; John Buckle, perhaps, in 1812-20; Ric- 
hard Hall of Hawkley in 1820*58, when he met his death by 
falling from a ladder;, and Elijah Kemp, from April 1858 ta 
the present time*. 




THE LAST QUARTER OF A CENTURY. 

At the vnid ccean tvears aviaj the short. 
Yet leaves iehiiiJ tie laitd to ttneotb it oer; 
So Time hot ever miept the face (/" earth. 
To newer tbtngt and features gwh^ birth. 

VIALL as oar two parishes are — only forty hoosei 
scattered in twos and threes over the whole area, 
and the popnlatioa but 280, and now much less — 
some things have happened here during the last twenty-seven 
years which are note-worthy and may not be uninterestiiig 
even to outsiders. "Hie unobservant might say, sorely nothing 
worthy to be called an event conld occor here once in a whole 
Kntnry I And it is but natural to ima^ne that in ttus sec!nded 
spot life rauit ever flaw on peacefully, like the still outlying 
waters of some large river. Yet, from the tumultuous mid- 
Itream of the busy world which rushes headlong over every 
obstacle, some ripples, some straws, reach the lagging, almost 
motionless pools under the trees ; so shall we find it here. 

There have been some remarkable medical cases. Early in 
the period of whidi we are writingi^ Mra. James Langrisb of 
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the Knap was in a atate of catalepsy for three days, during the 
whole of which time she took ndther food nor drink. At the 
end of the third day the parsoa was sent for, as ** the woman 
was dying/* so it was said.. He found her slowly recovering 
consdonsness,. but her fingers were picking at the bed-clothes ; 
die neighbouring gossips, who love to gather round a death- 
bed, were making their remarks aloud, **poor thing she is not 
long for this world," and such like. It was in vain to tell them 
that the poor woman might hear — as indeed she did, for she 
remembered and repeated afterwards what they had said. It 
was a relief therefore when the parish doctor came and turned 
them out of the house. In a day ov two the woman had quite 
lecovered and she ia still living. 

Another affair,, rather peculiar, when all die circumstances 
are taken into account, occurred in 1858. An- elderly lady, a 
widow, who resided at Colmer, went on a long visit to a friend 
in London,, and on the morning of Monday, March the 8th, 
only two days before the time she had fixed for her return to 
Cohner,. was discovered dead in bed in his house. Her own 
medical attendant was able to certify the cause of death, and 
there is nothing very extraordinary in the fact that people die 
suddenly.. B«t the accessories might have been regarded with 
suspicion — and less equivocal surroundings have frequently 
been a wind-fall to the daily newspapers.. Our widow was 
unquestionably a strong-minded woman, a very martinet in her 
own house, ruling with a will that brooked no opposition ; and 
carrying her three-score and ten years lighdy and without a 
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grey hdr. Nothing pleased her better than to ask her by vrhat 
mystery she had preserved her raven locks, and her invariable 
answer was, **by the application of pump oil every morning." 
Qever manager as she was in her own house, she did not like 
business, therefore she permitted her friend, who was a lawyer, 
to realise all her husband's property and instructed him to re- 
invest it; and to relieve her of all trouble he received her half- 
yearly dividends, and also made her will. The whole of her 
property she left to a brother and sister for life, and on their 
decease the bulk of it was devised to her friend's near relatives; 
all in fact but a few small legacies to her doctor and others. 
This will wa3 never proved, a pretty sure indication that the 
money had not been invested. No accounts were rendered, 
and the small legacies were only paid when legal proceedings 
were threatened and there was a prospect of an investigation. 

A very horrible affair took place at Colmer in 1 868, A 
young woman named Sarah Vidler, only seventeen years of age, 
married Robert Harris. One day, within three months after 
the marriage she was taken ill-^she had fits, her mother said, 
one after another. The parish doctor came and used the lancet 
very freely and went his way ; still the fits continued. A sug* 
gestion made to the mother as to her daughter's condition was 
indignantly repudiated and neither by mother nor doctor was 
any rational attempt made to save the girl's life. In the evening 
when she was being laid out the body of a full grown infant 
was found in the bed. Not long after this shocking event, the 
mother left her husband and nm away with her son-in-law. 
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Cobner it very badly used in the matter of medical atten- 
diuice. The medical officer resides at East Meon, nine miles 
offV and it is not always possible in a case of sickness to spare 
a member of a small family, for half a day, to fetch a box of 
pills or a few powders ; and yet this is frequently all that can 
be obtained for the relief of poor suffering humanity. When a 
oiedical officer is paid only what amounts to an average rate of 
twopence or threepence a visit, he is very chary of his dme as 
well as of his horse. 

On Sunday, the l6th of December 1856, George Trimmer 
of Priors Dean was suddenly taken ill ; the symptoms were 
from the first alarming and the man's brother went at once for 
the parish doctor. The doctor was out, the assistant would 
tell him when he came in. The next morning, Monday, the 
wife, accompanied by the relieving officer, went for the doctor 
and was dismissed by the assistant with four pills. Early on 
Tuesday morning the woman went again and on her return 
found her husband dead ; the doaor's first visit at four the same 
afternoon was some hours too late. On enquiry afterwards 
the assistant could not remember what pills he had sent, but 
thought they were sedative or something tolerably safe. The 
cause of death was certified as something very different to what 
had been conjectured. 

In 1869, Henry Clark, a very steady working man and an 
habitual communicant, was one day at work loading a cart with 
old bricks at Winter's where there had been a fire; the carting 
was finished for that day, the horse was taken out and Clark 
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was left alone to. fill the cart to be ready for the next morning. 
When he did not return home at the nsual time search was 
made and he was discovered quite dead under the cart, which 
must hare tilted up and fallen upon him. 

There have been shocking events enongh, and the most 
horrible of all was the finding the body of a man in an unused 
well. The summers of 1870 and 187 1 were very dry and 
there was a great deasth of water. In the latter year, a sub- 
scription was made in^ Colmer to dean out a well at Hedge 
Corner, on the lldibDme estate but just over the parish boun- 
dary,, ia order that it might be made available for the people 
of Colmer. On the second or third day of this undertaking, 
the workmen brought up the body of a man who had suddenly 
disappeared four months before; it was a ghastly objea and 
was only identified by the clothing* , The man drove the cart 
of a baker at ^Bishop's Sutton, had some misunderstanding with 
his master and was discharged; he went home, left his watch* 
and purse with his wife, to whom he had4>e6n married but 
five or six weeks» then 1 went away and was seen again no 
more alive. It was sud afterwards that several persons had 
dreamed that the body was in the well, and a girl at Field Farm 
dreamed the night before the body was recovered that she saw 
the baker's man taken out of the well; she knew however that 
the well was being. cleaned out and may have heard reports 
about the missing man. 

From dreams, it is but one remove to visions. Mrs. Poore 
of Priors Dean had by.her first husband a son. Lance Corporally 
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George Eade, 74th Highlanders, stationed in India. He was a 
good correspondent and his letters were generally shown to the 
parson, who one day, when she was ill, said to her to comfort 
her, ** you will soon have your son home now,'^ for he had got 
his discharge, long looked forward to, and his return was at 
all times a pleasant topic But now, at the mention of it, she 
looked grieved and after a pause, said, **he will never come 
back." On being asked why she took such a desponding view». 
she said that she had seen him the night before standing by 
her bed-side, wearing a round fix>ck, as in the time before he 
was a soldier. After a few weeks, news arrived that he had 
died on the passage home, about eight days after sailing; but it 
could not be determined whether his death was coinddent vdtb) 
the appearance to the mother, as no memorandum was made 
of the date of the occurrence. 

We have had the honour of supplying Her Majesty with 
other soldiers, and one, Edmund Stacey, 28th Foot, was in the 
Crimean war and invalided to Scutari where he died in 1856*^ 

There have been, in the time of which we are writing, five 
or six fires — a large number when we take into consideration 
the fact that the buildings are few. In one instance it was only 
a poultry shed at Field Farm that was destroyed, but it was 
built against the farm house which had a very narrow escape ; 
one of the windows was burnt out and the house was saved 
only by the judicious use of wet blankets at the burning win- 
dow. It was a pitiable sight the next morning, to see the dead 
poultry — ^birds roasted in their feathers are not appetising I 
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A fire occQiTed one night in a stable at Colmer Fann; the 
straw was consumed and a horse suflbcated ; for lack of air 
the fire only smouldered and burnt itself out before morning 
without injuring the building. 

Another fire caused the total destruction of White's public 
house at Priors Dean in the evening of Easter Monday, April 
13, 1868. There had been a great review of Volunteers and 
Regulars at Portsmouth that day„ in which, as one of the Cam- 
bridge University Rifles, the soaof the rector of Colmer took 
part. The rector himself and his daughter were returning from 
the review, when nearing the public, on the first view of it, 
the windows seemed to be brilliantly illuminated by the setting 
sun; a moment's coasideratipn however showed that the sun 
was already below the horizon and that the house was on fire, 
burning brightly and with but little smoke. To hasten a little 
further on the road and across a field seemed but the work of 
a moment, and yet, before the scene of the conflagration could 
be reached the roof had fallen in and the destruction was all 
but complete. There is a dangerous fatality about thatched 
publics ; the Horse and Groom, on the road to Alton, was 
burnt down in less than two hours at mid-day in 1 856. The 
Anchor, at East Tisted, met the same fate on the morning of 
August 19, 1864. Tliese fires were all alike, except that one 
was in the morning, one at noon, and the other in the evening, 
a description of one will do for alL A spark fropt a chimney 
falls upon the dry thatch, a gende breeze fans it into a flame^ 
it spreads and gets fast hold of its prey while the inmates are 
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yet nnoonsdoiis of it^ at last its rattle is heard, there is a rush 
^>stur8» a few things are hurriedly thrown out of the windows, 
deoee smoke compeliB the terror-stricken men or women to beat 
a hasty retreat» neighbours arrive and a few movables are res- 
cued from below» the roof falls in and the walls falls out, and 
nothing is left but the articles snatched from the flames, round 
which the homeless family and the neighbours stand helplessly 
•tarings 

Winter's cottt^ at Cohner was burnt down one morning 
quite early. The cottage was thatched, but as no fire had been 
lighted that morning, there was a certain air of m^ystery about 
it*. The inmates, who were in bed when the fire broke out, 
succeeded in effecting their escape and saving some of their 
goodsk 

There was a very alarmittg fire at Lye Farm on the n^t 
of Sunday June 25, 187 1 ; a stack of straw was set on fire, by 
some tramp probably, and the wind carried the flames to a 
thatched bam. A train wis thus laid for a serious conflagra^ 
tion. The bam was full of wheat, threshed and unthreshed^ 
it was contiguous to and overtopped the carter's cottage : and 
adjoining were waggon and cattle sheds and stables — all new 
and substantial buildings* The carter and his daughter were 
roused early in the night from their slumbers by what he first 
conceived to be a terrific hail storm — and those who know 
the crackling sound made by burning wheat will acknowledge 
the fitness of the simile — it was as light as day, and on look- 
ing out he saw that the straw in the yard was ablaze and the 
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house almost surrounded by a sea of fire. Benjamin Budd, the 
carter, thought first of his horses and with difficulty got them 
out of the stables ; his next efforts and those of Mr. 'William 
Allam and his men, who had now arrived, ^ere dhected to 
the preservation of the cottage, which would have shared the 
fate of the barn if it had not been covered with tiles. Buckets 
of water were handed up on to the roof to keep the rafters 
cool, and when the roof of the bam fell in, the chief danger 
was passed, though the threshed com in the bam cononued 
to bum fiercely all through the next day. 

The most serious fire was on Monday July 29, 1 872, 
when the old Becksettle farm house and buildings were totally 
destroyed. The former had been converted into three cot- 
tages, and the labourers and their wives were at work in the 
fields at the time of the fire, all were away except a girl who 
had been left in charge of an infant. This giri confessed after- 
wards that she had thrown lighted matches and paper through 
a loophole into the bam kcause she £d not like nursingl What- 
ever was her fool's resison,, she succeeded in setting light to the 
com in the bam ; the bam was soon in a blaze and the burning 
embers fell upon the thatch of the cottages a few yards distant. 
All the buildings were speedily a mass of fire; the labourers 
hastened to the scene, butu so rapidly had the fire progressed, 
nothing was saved of thdr household goods but an American 
clock, and that was rescued at some risk by a woman. The 
destruction was complete ; even the old walls crumbled and 
fell ; nothing remained save the great chimney of the old farm 
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faonse* standing solitary, ruined, grim and menacing. A sub* 
scription was made in the neighbourhood for the cottagers, 
who recdved full value for the goods they Iiad lost ; in faa 
new for old. 

There were also* two other fires ; in one instance it was a 
stack of straw at Herrings LAud that was consumed : in the 
other it was a com rick at Becksettle, set on fire by a smoker 
lighting his pipe. 

' We will now tnm from fires to a variety of firebrand in the 
person of George Ditton, gamekeeper^ who kept the parish m 
hot water all the time he was in it. There have been many 
gamekeepers, well^onducted,. honest men ; but this one was 
excepdonally bad ; he was the- terror of the neighbourhood, b 
was a favourite pastime with him ta put a dead rabbit or hare 
into a snare and place Lt near a footpath and then hide behind 
a hedge until some unlucky wight took the bsut, he would then 
pounce upon his victim and haul him before a magistrate; by 
such means he fabricated numerous poaching cases and gained 
the high approbation of Sir J. F. D. Tichbome, his master. 

He was a quarrelsome fellow, and on Sunday evening the 
13th of April, 1856, he assaulted a man named David Pink. 
The next morning, Pink was on his way to Petersfield to take 
out a summons, sauntering along with his hands in his pockets, 
when Ditton sprang out from behind a hedge and struck him 
on the head several times with a knotted stick until the blood 
streamed down his round frock. Pink went into a cottage to 
get his head tied up^ and while thete Ditton found a policeman, 
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to whom he gave Pink in charge for an assault he had himself 
committed. There is nothing like bold, unblushing, effrontery. 
Fink was taken first to Petersfield, where his wounds were 
dressed by Dr. Peskett, and then to Sir J. Carne^e, j.p., of 
Rogate. Ditton swore that he was in fear of his life, though 
by far the more powerful man of the two, and Pink was bound 
over to keep the peace. The tables were turned on the next 
bench day, April 22, when Ditton was fined for the assault* 

In 1858, Ditton laid an information against the rector's 
coachman, Robert Daw, for killing a pheasant. The proceed- 
ings in such cases are most irregular, the specific charge is not 
made known till the hearing and it is consequently difficult to 
meet it : in this case a guess cpuld only be made, fortunately 
it was correct, and Mr. George Smith, of Slade, came forward 
and said that he shot the bird, or Daw would have been suv^ 
charged for Game Certificate duty. It will be seen how these 
things are managed when the hearing was fixed for the 2nd 
of April, which was Good Friday ! On remonstrance, the day 
was changed to the next one. 

On another occasion, Ditton had a woman up for assaulting 
him, but nothmg came of it ; and at last, the charges he made 
being so frequent and his false swearing so notoripjus, he was 
told by the Magisterial Bench at Petersfield not to come there 
again. Every dog has his day, so had this cur. His master 
who implicitly believed in him, no matter what others might 
say, one day received a communication from the Alton Rail- 
way Station respectmg suspicious hampers which Ditton was. 
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10 the habit of forwarding ; these on examination vrere found to- 
ooQtain game for the London market. Ditton was immediately 
dismissed and great wa& the rejoidng in the parish ; all the old 
kettles and pans were brou^t bto requisition to salute his 
exit with rough music. A few years afterwards, he died in 
prison- wh3e awaiting his trial for the murder of a man who • 
decEned to be caught^by the rabbit trick; a fitting end for such . 
a brute; it might bethought he was insane, but he was not. 

There were however two- persons who were thus afflicted; 
one a fEurmer's wife who sent for the parson early one morning 
to tell him that the world was ac an end. Alas ! it was for her, 
for her*s was an incurable case. The other^ was a very quiet, 
weU-omducted man vdio suddenly became the reverse. The 
doctor who signed the certificate for his removal to tiie G>unty 
Asylum had some peculiar ideas^ He insisted that mild, quiet, 
patient people when ill become ill-tempered, restiess, impatient, 
and on the other hand that the tiresome and fidgety people are 
the most tractable in sickness. The notion seems an odd one, . 
but experience may show that there is some truth in it« "Hie . 
man in question was di^arged perfectly cured.'. 

There was a farmer, perfectiy sane, who talked far more 
wildly than- either of these. The abuse he^howered upon the 
weather was shocking to hear ; he very often threatened to run 
away if it did not change, and would even chake his fist at the 
barometer. He was in the habit of swearing on the slightest 
provocation and one day he swore at his dog, bidding him go 
and never come back again. The dog, , named after lord Rag— 
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]an» then commanding in the Crimea; took him at his word, 

bounded over a hedge and was not heard of for months after; 

he was found at last near Basingstoke and brought home, but 

had sttfTered from iUness and was never able to bark again. On 

another occasion this farmer swore at one of his horses and it 

dropped down dead. 

We have had, as has been seen, some disagreeable results in 

the practice of medicine, our experience of law has been no less 

unfortunate;, our law-suit has been law without justice. On 

September 2, iMo,. the parish officers of Cohner received a 

copy of an order which had been obtained for- the removal of a 

pauper named JohUiSandhami and his children, from the parish 

of Funtingdon in Sussex to Colmer. Upon. inquiry it seemed 

to them that Sandham had gained a settlement in Froxfield, 
therefore it was considered necessary to appeal against the 

order. Copies of the depositions were applied for, and recdved 
on September* the 19th ; on the 1st of October, nodce of appeal 
was sent.. It appears that twenty^-one days are allowed in 
which to apply for the depositions ; fourteen days more are 
given for the aggrieved parish to consider whether it shall 
appeal; and then, fourteen days notice must be given to the 
respondent parish. The first day of the next Quarter Sessions 
was the i6th of CXrtober,. which was within twenty-eight days 
from the time of receiving the depositions, therefore applica- 
tion was made at the Sessions, on behalf of the parish of Col- 
mer, to enter and respite the appeal. This was refused at the 
inst^ce of the respoadent parish. 
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If no fbrther steps had been taken» the appeal was at an 
end ; bot rdyiog upon the commoD-sense interpretatioa of the 
law, applicatioa was nade to the Court of Qaeen's Bench and 
a Role msi to the jnstioes of Sussex, directing them to enter 
and respite the appeal, was granted* The case was argued 
in the Bail Court on November 22. Mr. Johnson appeared for 
Fundngdon, and Messrs* Manisty and Saunders for Colmer. 
After hearing the arguments oaboih sides, Mr* Judge Cromp- 
ton gave judgment to this efict :— -the grounds of appeal must 
be delivered f ou rteen days before the Sessions: it had been 
contended that it would be sufficient if the grounds of appeal 
were given d^t days before the Sessions, but this view was 
not supported by the authorities. The Appellants were en* 
titled to have the appeal entered and respited. Rule absolute. 

While the proceedings were pending and before there was 
time to try the case, the respondents removed the Sandhams 
to the Petersfield Union, a cooise which it is presumed was 
illegal ; and the respondents were in consequence all the more 
anxious that the appeal should not be heard. 

At the next Quarter Sessions, which were hdd at Petworth 
on January 3, 1861, Mr. Johnson, for Funtingdon, asked to be 
allowed to make a return to the writ, and, in case of refusal, 
hoped the case would be postponed to the next Sessions. The 
chairman said the mandamus ought to be obeyed, but saw no 
objection to an adjournment. Mr. RoupeU, for Colmer, said 
he was ready to go on with the case. The Court, after some 
discussion, decided not to try the case at this Sessions. But 
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on the following day, Mr. Johnson renewed his application to 
be allowed to make a return to the writ. Messrs. Roupell 
and Hirst, for Colmeri said that the only return the justices 
could make was that they had obeyed it, Mr. Johnson replied. 
The chairman said it was an important case and should be 
settled by the full Court of Queen'd Bench. Mr. Carnegie 
considered it would be> very hard upon Colmer to have to 
litigate the question again. It was in the end dedded that a 
return should be made so as to raise the question before the 
full Court; the return to be prepared by the respondents^ A 
report of the case is given in the Law Journal for March 186I9 
page 73i also in the West Sussex Gazette of January lo : and in 
the Law Times of January 5, page I2i> there is anartide upon 
it by Mr. Saunders, at that time Recorder of Bath. 

After various ineffectual attempts to come to some arrange- 
ment with the parish of Funtingdon, the case was. heard in. the 
Court of Queen's Bench on May 14, 1862, before Mr. Justice 
Crompton, Mr. Justice Mellor and Sir Colin Blackburn, when 
judgment' was given in favour of Colmer, the two first being 
for, the latter against us. 

It would be an unprofitable and tediona task to go through 
the arguments of either side, they may be found in the law 
reports of the period. The lawsuit, after this judgment, was 
no nearer a settlement than at the first; for the parish of Fun- 
tingdon moved for a new trial, and the case came before the 
Judges on November 22, and again on May 2I; l863», ^^^ 
was argued in the Court of Exchequer on November 29, 1864, 
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before Lord Chief Jasdce Erle» Chief Baron Pollock, Mr. Jnsdce 

Byle8» Mr. Justice Keating, and Barons BramweU, Channel! 

and Pigotty when judgment was reserved. On February 3^ 

l865» judgment was given against Colmer, the same Judges 

bemg present^ except that Mr. Justice Willes took the place 

of Mr. Justice Byles and Baron BramwelL Mr. Saunders has 

given hb opinion of the judgment in the following letter to 

Mr. Albury» who conduaed the case for Cdmer : — 

I» Cloiseefs».Temple» London, E. C 
Tuesday, 7 February, 1865. 

My dear Sir, — I assure you I have bean annoyed beyond 
measure at the dedsion of the Court of Exchequer Chamber 
in Rig» v» Justices of Sussex*^ for although I was prepared, from 
what fell from Erie upon the argument, to find him giving 
judgment against us, I hardly supposed that he would have 
succeeded in carrying with him all the other judges. However 
I presume the others delegated to him the duty (^ preparing 
the judgment, and were well contented to let him think and 
decide for them. 

It is really a monstrous decision^ after the law has been well 
established, understood and. acted upon for the last 25 years. 
Much reproach is levelled at the law for what is termed its 
*< glorious uncertainty}" but k is not so mueh the uncertainty 
of the law, as it is the uncertainty of the decisions and opinions 
of the judges. In all that you have done, you have acted in 
accordance with the law as laid down by the judges ; and the 
Exchequer Chamber, in deciding against you, do not say that 
you have mistaken the law» or: have not acted in precise con- 
formity with it, as it has been-laid down and declared by the 
judges, but they say that they choose to overrule what the jud«^ 
gea have before hel^ to be law,, and to declare that that which 
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was law before, shall no longer be law. This trifling is most 

discreditable to the administration of the law; it brings the 

administrators of it into most deserved reproach, misleads the 

public and causes a most useless expenditure of money. The 

question in dispute was only one of mere practice, and it really 

mattered very little which way that practice was settled; but 

being once settled I cannot but think diat it was most injurious 

CO the interests of justice and to the character of our judges to 

overturn it. 

As regards yourself, however unfortunate the result may 

be, you are perfectly blameless ; you have done perfectly right, 

and indeed you could have done no otherwise. You acted in 

strict conformity to the law, as well established, and you had 

DO ri^t or reason to suspea that the Court, of Exchequer 

Chamber woidd take upon themselves to alter the law. 

Believe me, my dear Sir, yours most truly, 

Thos. Wm. Saumdbrs. 
To Edwin Albury, Esq« 

Sandham died in 1861, and his cluldren were growing up, 
therefore the main issue had been for some time one of costs, 
and the battle was fought out to see who should pay them. 
The judgment last recorded was given without costs, therefore 
it was determined not to carry the matter any further. The 
costs of the parish of Colmev amounted to about £300; the 
rector's share of this was £62 ifs 9^. The authorities of Fun« 
tingdon were very wrath because they were saddled with their 
own costs, which came to about £500, and sent an emissary 
to the parish officers of Colmer to intimidate them into paying 
a portion of this, but Colmer was not either to be frightened 
or cajoled. There was some little, satisfaction in knowing that 
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the respoadents had to pay thus heavily fon their vexatious op- 
poaitioD to an appeal wUch, dnring more than four years of 
litigation^ they prevented being heard, and whidi, in conse- 
qnence^ never was heard ; £800 altogether having been literally 
thrown away on the mere question — whether an appeal against 
die femoval of a pauper should be heard I 

There was another law case vet 1856^ but it was between 
Sir J* F. D. Hchbome and the reaor only, and was very soon 
settled. The baionet» instigated by his disreputable game- 
keeper, George Ditton, set up a daim to a part of the glebe 
Mid directed his tenant, Mr. Legg^ to tum^ his riieep upon it. 
AU remonstrance proving inefFectual, the rector, acting upon 
advice, impounded three of the sheep on. July the Jlst. The 
lawyers on either side, upon.due investigation, and examination 
of the map of the Enclosure Commissioners — for the land in 
question was part of a Common allotment — found that there 
was no foundation for the claim set up, and that, on the other 
hand, an occupatioo road leading to Becksettie Farm was ori- 
ginally pact of the Common allotment awarded to the rector, 
who had giveniit in exchange for half an acre opposite- Beck- 
settle bam. Sir James Tichbome, finding the tables turned 
against lum, abandoned the claim, paid all the expenseSr. and 
the sheep were taken away on the 25th of August.. 

Let us now turn to subjects of a more agreeable character. 
It has been stated that a Harmonium was provided for Golmer 
church in 1852, to lead the choral portion of Divine Worship. 
But at that time the 'New Version' of Beady and Tate was the 
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only refuge of many a congregation from the multitude of 
ouserable hymn books then in existence. Somewhat later there 
were The Hjmnal Noitd^ and one or two others, very good, 
but not adapted for an unlearned village congregation. In this 
exigence, the rector oi Colmer compiled, for the use of Colmer 
and Priors Dean, what he named A Plain Hjmnal. This mo- 
dest little book, printed in 1 858, at the office of the Guardian^ 
was favourably noticed in several Church periodicals.* It was 
however very soon superseded by Hjnrns Ancient and Modern^ 
the editors of which were at work when the other was in the 
press. They invited Mr. Hervey to forego his design and join 
them; this he declined, not fully comprehending the character 
of the proposed hymnal until it was published ; but afterwards^ 
when an Afpendix had been added, he was glad to set aside his 
own compilation in favour of one that has become the Hymnal 
of the English Church.t 

It was much easier to provide a hymn book and an Organ 
than to find lungers. There is one drawback common to all 
very small parishes — the want of living machinery. The clas- 

* "Of the three hymn books novr before v», we give the preference to the Plain 
Hynuui arranged by the Rer. T. Henre/ of Colmer. llie hymns have been se- 
lected from the best sources both modem and ancient; and while we miss but few 
of the more popular &Toarites, the gcoeial tone of the book is of a (ar higiier order 
of merit than is usual In such collectioos. Some may object to the smaU number 
of hymns here proTided, only 1 36, but as the limited number of prayers in our 
Cooimon Pnyer Book enforces a finequent repetitou of the same prayer, it seems 
not unmeet that a hymnal which is to be used with that book should in like man- 
ner enforce a certain degree of repetition in the hymns.'* — TTke LUerary Ckmrckmum, 
August 16, 1S59. 

t Hymns A/Kioit ami Medem are used in 4S1 of the 84s churehes of London and 
its suburbs. In the otlier lialf, twenty-four hymn books are used. 
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•esy guilds^ assoctadons, etc. which meet every want of the 
people in a large parish, cannot be formed in a small one. To 
every twenty or thirty persons in a large parish there are one 
or two in the small one; so that while a guild, choir, or other 
Qsefiil community may be formed out of the twenty or thirty, 
it cannot be of one or two» who most probably stand in need 
of its advantages^ and are not competent to direa or influence 
others. Agam^ out of the twenty or thirty children in the 
whole of the small patish, there may be one, or perhaps not 
one boy capable of bong trained for the choir, even taking the 
lowest possible standard of efficiency. So, in faa, while the 
steam^plongh,. reaper,, and thresher with their staff of engine- 
men, attendants and labourers are cultivating the spiritual wheat 
field of the large parish, the little garden-plot of the small one, 
must be tended by hand ; that is by its pastor personally. 

Here, after repeated trials, first by the rector's wife and 
afterwards by his daughter; it was found imposttble to organise 
any sort of choir; they had no proper material to work upon. 
There were two or three men^. wha nught have been avulable, 
but their attendance could not be ensured either at church 
or practice. The singing therefore has been, what it ought 
always to be, congregational, only in this case it has been en- 
tirely and altogether congregationaL 

The first Harvest Thanksgiving Service in our parishes, 
in the memory of man,, or of which we have any record, was 
at Priors Dean, on Thursday, October 3, 186 1, at the request 
of Mr. Rivers of Goleigh,. and the church was decoratedt for 
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the occasion. There were similar services in 1862-8. In the 
year 1862, Mr. CoUxs suggested that there should be a thanks- 
giving service at Colmer, which was held on October the 1st, 
just a week after the one at Priors Dean. We cannot do better 
than make use of the account of the proceedings written by the 
Rev. Alfred Poole, vicar of Purbrook, for the Church Review, 
in which publication it appeared on October the loth. 

The united parishes. Priors Dean and Colmbr, afforded 
a witness last week to the outspreading and growth of Church 
principles in retired country villages. The occasion was a 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service, which was held on different 
days in each of the above-named churches ; and, on the latter 
occasion, was followed by a vegetable show and a genuine 
old English Harvest-home. It was a first attempt to revive the 
ancient practice of connecting the harvest rejoicings with the 
Church's benediction, and the event proved the wisdom of 
the experiment. Both churches have been recently restored, 
and are models in their way of what country churches should 
be; tbe internal arrangements, as regards the altar espedally, 
being more correct and orderly than is often seen in rund 
districts; and on this occasion, they looked bright and gay 
with all that taste and skill could do — in beautiful and varied 
decorations composed of wheat, barley, oats, and flowers. 
The attendance exceeded all expectation ; both churches were 
crowded, chiefly with farm labourers, and the Services were 
very heartily joined in. The rector, the Rev. T. Hervey, 
preached two simple and exceedingly appropriate sermons, and 
a coUection was made after each for the two great Missionary 
Socifcties of the Church — theS.P. G. and the Curates' Aid 
Society — which produced the sum of about 2/. loj., of which, 
no inconsiderable portion consisted of thie pence of the labour- 

LL 
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ing men., . It was very gradfying to see the real interest which 
they seemed to take in the services^ and the readiness with 
which they contributed their offerings. Next followed [after 
die senrice at ColmerQ the vegetable show in the school-room ; 
and numerous liberal prizes were awarded for the best show 
of potatoes, omoas, cabbages, and other suchlike useful pro- 
ductions* This is a capital idea, which it would be well if 
other f oral parishes would adopt. It not only encourages habits 
of iodastry,. but promotes a feeling of self-respect. The sac- 
oessfal candidates felt that they had fairly earned their reward, 
and seemed more pleased with the distinction than with the 
pecuniary benefit which it obtained. Master and men, together 
with the clergy and visitors, then proceeded to a large bam, 
where an excellent dinner was provided by Mr. CoUis, the 
chief fiurmer in die parish. About 100 sat down to dinner, in- 
cluding labourers and their wives, who set to work in solemn 
silence to do justice to their master's bounty. But the silence 
did not last very long. Loud cheers followed the toast of *The 
Queen,' and the whole company joined in the National Anthem. 
'The Bishop and Clergy' was the next toast, which was res- 
ponded to by the Rev. A. Poole, who remarked that nowhere 
were Bishops as well as deigy more in their proper place dian 
when taking part in such agricultural gatherings, and he con- 
gratulated the parish on having witnessed the revival of the 
good (4d practice of hallowing their harvest rejoicings with the 
Church's blessing. The heartiest and most prolonged cheers 
were raised when the succeeding toasts of * The worthy Host' 
and the * Rector of the parish' were proposed, testifying to 
the truth of a remark made by a subsequent speaker, [the 
Rev. J. W. Chadwick] that there were few parishes blessed 
with such a master and such a rector. Their wives also came 
in for their share of the honest labourers' enthusiasm.. 
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The Qsaal sports were then heartily entered into, and jomed 
in by pretty nearly the whole parish. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness with which Mr. and 
Mrs. Collis took every care and forethought to make their farm 
labourers as happy as possible at their Harvest-home ; and the 
visible cheerfulness and outspoken gratitude of these simple 
folks showed plainly how they succeeded. As it grew towards 
darky the company reassembled in the barn to a tea-drinking» 
which being ended, was succeeded by a very interesting and 
characteristic episode. There was something quite romantic 
in the scene ; as one remarked, it seemed like a scene got up in 
an opera. The spacious bam was dimly lighted with a few 
dip candles, scattered here and there, which made it look more 
spadous and bam^like than it did before : and in this twilight 
stood out the figures cf the rustics grouped in picturesque 
disorder. One of the labourers was then called upon for a 
•ong, and, after a little apology, clearing his throat, he began 
it once ; and really a very nice little song he sang, sin^>le and 
interesting, and perfectly innocent,, something about his love 
and the nightingale, of rather a plaintive character, and sung 
in a subdued and pathetic tone. And this was the character 
of the songs sung, all smacking of the freshness and simplicity 
of the country, with one exception ; and that was the only 
song sung by a young man, and seemed to be somewhat in* 
fected with the radical spirit of the day, being a laudation of 
the labouring man, and containing a fling or two at the wealth- 
ier class, each verse ending with the refnun, — 

England often leads the van. 

But never without the labouring man. 

The whole concluded with the song of HarvesNhome (all 
standing), consisting of a verse, of which the first two lines 
were sung by each labourer in succession, and the last two in 

LL % 
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chora8» in pnuse first of the master, and then of the mistress, 

— the former for giving them a good spread with nothing to 

pay, and the latter 

Because she is a gqodpervider 
Abroad as well as at home. 

So dosed an innocent and happy holiday, begun with worship, 
carried on with moderation, and ended betimes in harmony. 

There were three festive gatherings at Colmer similar to 
the one here described ^ but it was not to be expected that Mr. 
CoUis could continue to entertain annually so large a party, 
including nearly all the people in the parish. Then for two or 
three years, the Thanksgiving Services were independent of 
any harvest supper, each farmer making his own arrangements 
for the entertainment of his men. In 1869, a new order was 
inaugurated, which, with two or three exceptions, has been 
continued to the present time. The Thanksgiving Services 
for both parishes were held at Colmer church. First, at II 
o'clock, a Morning Service with the Celebration of the Holy 
Communion ; then, at I o'clock,, a luncheon at the Rectory for 
the farmers, their wives and the visitors ; in the afternoon,, the 
Vegetable Show and, at Jo'dock,. die giving away the pmes; 
conduding with Evening Service at 7 o'dock. The farmers, 
as before, malung their own arrang^ents about harvest sup* 
pers for their men. 

The Vegetable ^ow, initiated about the year 1 849, has 
greatly contributed to the improvement of cottage gardening. 
One year, the cottagers (^ Colmer obtained five prizes, (three 
of them first dass), at the Petersfietd Horticultural Exhibition,. 
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and another year they won five prizes at the North-East Hants 
Agricultural Association's meeting at Alton; they might have 
been successful in other years had they not found it too great 
a tail to carry heavy garden produce so far, and lose a day 
into the bargain. The average value of the prizes annually 
given away at Colmer has been over £3, divided into thirty^ 
three prizes or thereabout of from I j to 3/ 6dt and distributed 
among about twelve exhibitors ; one of whom, every now and 
then» would carry away prizes to the value of I2j or 15/; an 
unsuccessful competitor always recrived ix as some compensa« 
don for trouble and loss of time. Each exhibitor brings from 
eight to ten kinds of vegetables, so that the school-room, where 
the show is held, always makes a good display of expansive 
cabbages, rotund turnips, elongated carrots, etc. with some 
sweets in the form of flowers and honey. 

The SiiOfw is conducted in this manner — when the things 
are brought to the school-room in the morning, a number is 
assigned to each exhibitor and each lot of his exhibits has this 
number affixed to it. The two judges — Mr. Jobson the head 
gardener at Rotherfiield Park has always been one — meet and 
award the prizes to the numbers ; and not uAtil these numbers 
are read out at the distribution of the prizes is it known who 
are to receive them,, whea a key list,^ in the hands of another 
person, furnishes the names of the fortunate competitors. 

There are two other institutions of about the same date — 
a Clothing Fund to which parishioners who pay Ix a month 
receive at the end of the year goods to. the value of i6x» which 
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they select for themselves at the shops of two drapers who 
are designated ; and one for the schoolchildren who, by the 
payment of one penay a week for a year, (or three-halfpence if 
they enter school after they are ten years of age,) are entitled 
to a pair of boots. They also receive gifts of clothing if they 
make 250 attendances in the year». There are too, ^ts of 
coals, meat and clothing at Christmas. 

A Lending library was formed in 1 852 1 it contains many^ 
entertaining books and yet has been little used. The people 
retire to rest very early on winter evenings in order to save fire 
and oil, and m the summer they> work in their gardens, so that 
they really have not much time -for reading*. 

One of the brightest days for'Colmer was the visit of the 
Bishop^ the Right Rev. Edward Harold Browne, on Lady Day 
1876, to hold a Confirmation. A falling barometer the nig^t 
before had' engendered some gloomy anticipations of a wet day 
which the sombre aspect of the early morning did not dispel. 
Happily however the sun prevailed, the mercury rose,, and the 
clouds dispersed, ushering in the brightest day, so far, of Am^ 
year; The church was set in order for the ceremonial;; the 
white silk altar frontal took the place of the penitential violet^ 
the pulpit was similarly decked., a kneeling carpet fos the candi- 
dates was laid in the chancel before the Bishop's chair, and the 
hymns, printed for the occasion, were placed in all the seats.. 
Before 1 1 o'clock the candidates were seated in the nave, the 
boys occupying four seats on the south,, the girls, the same 
number on the north side.. The Bishop aiTived at il o'clock^ 
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and was recetTed at the church yard gate by the rector, his 
SOD the Rev. A. C Hervey, the Rev. F. Hewlett the reaor of 
East Ustedy and the churchwarden. As the Bishop and clergy 
proceeded up the church a voluntary was played on the organ 
by the rector's daughter; a hymn was then sung — *' Heavenly 
Father, send Thy blessing," after which, the Preface having 
been read by the reaor, the Bishop addressed the candidates 
from the pulpit, in very plain and simple, but heartHsearching 
words. The hymn <* Behold us Lord, before Thee met," was 
then sung, and the Laying on of Hands foUowed, after which, 
the Bishop agsun ascended the pulpit and spoke very earnestly 
to the newly confirmed, using homely illustrations adapted to 
the understandings of his hearers. For instance, speaking of 
the difference between private and public prayer, he said that 
private prayer was like the sons of one father going one by one 
to their father to ask for what they needed ; but if there was 
something very important they wanted, which they might well 
doubt whether he would grant; if they all went together to 
their father and asked for it with one voice, he would be more 
likely to grant their request, so it is with public prayer. After 
this second addn^ss, his Lordship returned to the chancel and 
said the rest of the service; MMy GoD, accept my heart this 
day," was then sung and the Bishop gave the Blessing. As 
the Bishop, preceded by the clergy ,( left the church a voluntary 
on the organ was played. 

The church was quite ftill, and (he Bishop very kindly 
expressed his apprQval of the arrangements and was pleased 
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with the quiet and attentive behaviour of the candidates. Mrs* 
Harold Browne remarked the same and commended the hearty 
singing of the congregation. 

Before the luncheon at the Rectory, the Bishop licensed the 
Rev. A. C. Hervey to the curacy of Beaulieu. His Lordship 
and Mrs. Harold Browne, who had come from Petersfidd in 
the morning, left at 2 . 30 for Farnham Castle. 

The next great gathering within the walls of the old diurch 
was on Thursday, January 31, 1 878, when the rector's only 
daughter, Edith Hervey, was married to Neil Macmichael, Esq. 
of Glasgow. The Christmas evergreens still adorned the grey 
interior, and were now enlivened with fresh cut flowers which 
had been tastefully arranged by the bride's cousins, the Rev. 
G. Morris and Ethel Hervey; the churdbi looked its very best 
as the sun shone through the windows upon the white-vested 
altar and the bright dresses of the wedding party, wliich were 
well brought out by contrast with the crimson baize which 
covered the entire floor of the chancel, the passage in the .nave, 
and extended to the diurch yard gate, where an elaborate arch 
of evergreens ornamented with the monogram of the bride and 
bridegroom, the work of Mr. A. C. Hervey and Mr. Ellwood, 
had been erected. The bride, who was attired in rich white 
silk, with orange blossoms, etc. and old point lace, wreath and 
lace veil, went to church with her mother in her carriage, and 
was received at the gate by her father and the bridismaids — 
Miss Hervey, Miss Kate Macnish, Miss Hebb, and Miss Sil- 
vester. The latter wore dresses of pale blue cashmere^ white 
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felt * Rubens' hats, and silver collars and lockets, the gift of the 
bridegroom, bearing the monogram C99. 

The ceremony was performed by the uncle of the bride, 
the Rev. T. Hirst, rector of Bishopsbourne, Kent, assisted by 
her brother, the Rev. A. C. Hervey, and her cousin, the Rev. 
J. W. Chadwick, vicar of S. Michael, Wakefield. The service 
was partly choral, and the hymns — ''The voice that breathed 
o'er Eden," and "How welcome was the call," — were sung. 
The East window, inserted the previous year, containing the 
figures of Our Lord, and SS. Peter and John, added much to 
the beauty and solemnity of the scene. This, and the impres- 
siveness of the ceremonial, was remarked by more than one of 
the wedding party. It is needless to describe how the church 
was crowded with villagers and others. 

A large family party met. afterwards at the Rectory to t^e 
Breakfast, and the many choice and costly presents, arranged^ 
in the drawing-^oom, were the theme of universal admiration^ 
The only drawback was the leave<-taking, the time for which 
inevitably came; when at 2 o'clock the bride and her husband 
left amid a shower of rice and slippers — ^and regrets. As they 
drove past the few cottages, the vociferous cheers and hearty 
good wishes of the inhabitants were a source of no small plea- 
sure to the bride. As they were leaving the house, there was 
an attempt made by the friends from over the border to mal- 
treat the bridegroom's hat, according to a custom in the north. 
It is related of a knowing Scotchman who did not approve of 
his new hat being a victim to this curious wedding custom, 
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that he had it privately placed in the carriage, then when th^ 
time for departure came he put on the hat of one of the party, 
and quite serenely allowed it to be crunched and battered in. 
At the carriage drove off, he threw the disfigured head-piece 
from the carriage window and held forth his own, unscathed, 
in criimph« 

There have been two weddkgs ar Colmeo since this one, 
and it is curious ta note how customs are modified ; at these 
two, instead of the bride and bridegroom walking arm in arm 
to church, according to the prior fashion of the rustics on such 
occasions, he wha combined in one person the double office of 
best man and father led the way with the bride,, and the bride-^ 
groom fdlowed with die single bridenuud. 

8a changes are brooght about ut the very habits of the 
people. Twenty-fiive years ago, the labourers came to church 
in white gabardines and looked, at a little distance,, like choir- 
men in surplices i only, the gaberdine had elaborate gatherings 
and ornamental stitchings back and front, in the working of 
which it was, at one dme, the pride of the good housewife to 
excel. One or two old men still wear the old garment, but 
among the yo«iger it is seen no more ; they have discarded it 
in favour of the cheap ready-made shoddy suit, with the dandy 
accompaniments of watch chain and brilliant-hued necktie. In 
like manner, the picturesque red cloaks, once the glory of all 
the dderiy matrons, have, it is to be regretted, disappeared, 
wid) one exception, from the scene. The custom of the men 
sitting apart frcMU the womra in church, still prevsuls to some 
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extent, but they congregate chiefly at the west end, while the 
women sit before them. 

Some good old customs are dying out or neglected. The 
old people used to bow to the altar as they entered church and 
they were accustomed to make due and lowly reverence at the 
Name of the Holt Trinitt, but the old people are gone and 
their children and grandchildren will not observe the ancient 
custom, though they have been repeatedly reminded of it from 
the pulpit. This neglect does not proceed from any dread of 
superstitious observances, but simply from a want of religious 
reverence. There is plenty of superstition left, but it is not 
religious superstition. The scepticism which is abroad in the 
world, finds its way even into the most secluded parishes. It 
is easy to see how — ^it is the result of continual chaqge. Some 
ci the cottages have changed their teoant^ ^eyei^ twes, and on 
the whole, full three*fourths of the, present inhabitants are new 
comers; no wonder then that old customs die out. What is 
worse, the new comers, as a rule, are not communicants, and 
the young people who have been confirmed have nearly all left 
the parish. 

Formerly, at a funeral th^ bearers each carried a sprig of 

yew, the well-known symbol of the Resurrection, which they 

cast into the grave before leaving. This custom has become 

obsolete, but thq use of flowers at funerals, gratifying as they 

do a natural loye for aesthetics, has become general. At a little 

child's funeral, the cofiin was borne by girls dressed in white 

and wearing on their heads white kerchiefs, forming quite ^ 
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piaoresqne Httle procession^ and the girls came to diurch on 
the Sunday after the funeral in die same dress^ 

On May Day the school ch&bea used to come round wiA 
garlands of flowers in which was placed a dressed doll. They 
did not kaow that they were keeping op an old custom done 
in honour of the Blessed Virgin on the first day of the month 
cf Mary. This practice has been discontinued. 

The Christmas Mummers in their grotesque dresses are 
now but seldouB seen ;; their acting the play of Prince George 
was a very miserable performance, and the doggerel versea 
were dlestitute of wit. When the king of Egypt inquires — 

Is theie never a doctor to be found. 

That can cure my son of his deadly wound 2 

The doctor ru^ea in and replies — 

YeSy there is a doctor to be found,. 

That can. cure your son of his deadly wound. 

As the Mummers were in the habit of drinking at every house 
where they performed, one cannot regret thdr extinction. 

One very curious custom must not be omitted ; that is the 
baking ''Good Friday Bread."* This bread, baked on Good! 
Friday^ is kept all through the year i it never becomes mouldy 
and is a specific for all disorders. This practice is not general* 

In the matter of Church Decoration at festivals, there has 
been great improvement.. The old custom was to decorate the 
church only at Christmas and Whitsuntide ; at the former,, holly 
was placed about the chuich without any attempt at regularity^ 
wherever there was a hole or cranny to stick it; at die latter* 
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beech boughs similarly disposed on the high pews, turned the 
passage in the nave into a green avenue. 

In consequence of the decrease of the population, not only 
here, but in most rural districts, a vast impetus has been given 
to the use of labour-saving machinery on the farm. This has 
made quite a revolution both in the farm-yard and in the fields. 
The flail which used to be heard in the bam all the winter 
through, excepting Sundays, from six in the morning to five 
in the afternon, is heard no more« The hum of the steam- 
thresher is no more foreign to the rustic ear than the cooing 
of the wood-pigeons, or the varied ci;ies of the tenants of the 
fiirm-yard. In the wake of this machine others quickly fol- 
lowed — the grass-cutter and the. reaper, which are employed 
on some farms to the exclusion, of the scythe and the sickle. 
We have also been visited by the tractiop engine and the steam 
plough. With such helps as these at hand, real hard work has 
gone out of fashion, and the men and boys on the farms have 
an easy life at considerably higher wages than formerly. In 
1852 the wages of an ordinary farm labpurer were seven shil- 
lings a week, and now they are twelve shillings. Clothing 
of every description and all grocery goods are much cheaper, 
while bread and bacon — ^thanks to An^rican importations — are 
about the same price, notwithstanding bad harvests. All this 
is against the farmer, and without any apparent benefit to tt\e 
labourer or his wife and children who have no greater comforts 
than of old ; perhaps the surplus finds its way into the pqcket^ 
of the pubUcan. 
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There it (me thing more to chronicle, and that is how the- 
dimtrous year 1879, affected our parishes. The season was 
particularly ccdd here,. as elsewhere, and harvest was not quite 
finished until the end of Oaober. Wheat had do flour and 
was of no use either for the mill or for seed ; it was crushed 
and ^ven as husks to feed swine. The hay crops were short, 
and turnips very small. The sheep were kept alive, when all 
the hay was gcme, by giving them oats and cul-^ake ; those who 
could not afford to do this lost numbers. 

One comfort there was; the crops here were equal to tbose- 
OQ rich, high-rented farms, and the sheep did not suffer from. 
Fot, as they did in other places. And we have indeed much 
to be thankful for in being exempt, both we and our cattle,. 
from many of the disorders which visit other places, and in, 
enjoying on these hills a large measure of health ! 
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IR. BELL, in his cation of Wbitt't St&ertie, haa ^ea 

■ome very interestmg det^ about indent T«va in 
general, and about the Selborne Tew in particalar> 
As all the Chnrch-Tard Tews in this district, including tbot« 
of Calmer and Priors Dean, are probably of one age, and what 
b tme d one ia tme of all, Mr. Bell's remarks will ^ve as all 
the infbnnatian abont them we require. He aays : — 

The frequent occurrence of andent Yews in churchyards 
may be accounted for on the following consideration. There 
IS DO donbt that they were often planted near the temples of 
onr pagan forefathers. On the introduction of Christianity 
the first Christian churches were built on the site of the pagan 
temples, for the obvious reason that the spot which had already 
been hallowed, in the minds of the people, by reli^ous rites 
would still be r^arded with reverence on its becoming the seat 
of the new reli^on. The Yews which had been thus located 
withio the sacred predncts would still be preserved with aimi- 
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hr associations. The Yew in Selborne churchyard, I believe, 
can boast such an origin. 

The question is frequently asked, '^What do you suppose 
is the age of this grand old tree?** An approximate solution 
of this question is not so difficult as may be supposed. I have 
repeatedly measured the trunk and find that at one foot from 
the ground its circumference is 23 feet and at four it is 25 feet. 
Taking, therefore, 24 as the mean, and following De Candolle's 
method,* as tested by Mr. [J. E.3 Bowman^ the result would 
g^ve about 1200 years as near the probable age,, and conse- 
quently, the years 650-660 as the time at which it may have 
been planted. See Mr. Bowman*s interesting paper in the Mag-- 
asum of Natural History^ 2nd series, vol. i. pages 28 and 85;. 

The Tew in Priors Dean churchyard measures in circum- 
ference, at one foot from the ground, 24 feet 6 inches, and at 
four, 23 feet 6 inches. This gives a mean of 24 feet, the same 
as the Selborne Yew, and its age cannot be less. But if this 
measure indicates an age of 1200 years, it is a question, how 
long has it indicated this age? One hundred years? Nay, 
might it not one or two hundred years ago have indicated a 
much greater age ? For the tree is long past its prime, it must 
have been for many years in a state of decay, and may have 
been a larger tree two hundred years ago. Instead of being 
planted near a pagan temple, may not the pagan worshippers 
have sought its welcome shade ? 

What has been said of the Priors Dean Yew, applies with 
still more force to the one in Colmer churchyard ; this is not 

* De Candolle's method is founded on obserring that the Yew grows in diameter 
MM liiM a year; tather more the first 150 jtsm^ and less 60m 1 50 to loo. 
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even a complete shell, not only is it hollow, but nearly half of 
the outside shell on the western side has perished. It is now 
17 feet 6 inches in circumference, both at one foot and four feet 
from the ground, but it is impossible to tell what its dimen- 
sions may have been when perfect. 

In Priors Dean churchyard there is also a remarkable Box- 
tree of extraordinary size; it covers a large space of ground 
and has several stems 32 inches round. 

Page 18. 

Cold Harbour, the alternative name for Windmill Farm, is 
derived from col a hill and arbhar an army, and denotes a mili- 
tary station. Chamock, in his Local Etymology^ says it is not 
an unfrequent local name, generally in the vicinity of a Roman 
road. 

Fagb 24. 

On the larger bell at Colmer, on the south side, there is 
the date *l627,' and on the north-west, the initials *E'K. ' On 
the smaller bell, on the north-east, there is a Leopard's head ; 
on the south-west, a circular figure standing upon a square 
base and bearing a cruciform device; it has the appearance of 
a coin or medal cast in the bell-metal ; there is also a square 
figure on the west, but too indistina to make out. 

Page 43. 

The buttress on the south side of the nave, supposed to 
have been built in 1843, (see page 26,) being shaky and of 
not much subility, was taken down in 1879, ^^ <^^ much 

NN 
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heavier was built at the south-east end of the aave,, a|lf^ lhft> 
wail was made good up to the old east pier of the south trau<^ 
sept arch. The walls of the north transept were underpinned 
at the same time* 

The new buttress having become consolidated^ in April 
l88o» two crooked and unsightly beams just above the chancel 
screen were removed. An uninterrupted view of the east win- 
dow can now be obtsdned from any part of the nave, and the 
appearance of the church is altogether greatly improved., 

Pagb 70. 

The first schoolmistress was Mary Silvester Frost. She 

was married to John Langrish, at Colmer church, on December 

27, 1847^ 

Mrs. Rich commenced her duties as schoolmistress in 1847. 

Pagb 72. 

Amelia Ayling succeeded Mary Anne Gardner October 13, 

1879- 

Pagb i6o. 

After the dissolution of the Priory of Southwick, the manor 
of Priors Dean and Colmer, with other manors and properties, 
was granted by king Henry YIII. to Edward Elrington of 
Widdington Hall, Essex. The grant, dated March 16, 1543, 
the original of which is preserved in the Public Record Office, 
runs as follows : — 

In that I Edwarde Elrington, Esquire,, dooi desire to have 
in exchange and in purchasse of the Eling's highnes, by vertue 
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of his yearly Comissions of Sale, all the manors, landes and 
hereditaments, comprised, mentioned and expressed in the 
parchments hereunto annexed, according to the rate and dere 
value apperised in the same parchments. In witnesse whereof, 
I the said Edwarde Elrington have subscribed this sedule and 
Sette my Seall the day and yere mentioned in the Certificate 
made of the same manors, landes and hereditaments, hereunto 
also annexed. 



Passing over about a dozen properties, we come 

Com. Southt. The manor of Priorsdene and Culmer in 
the seyd countye of Southton, parcell of the possession of the 
late priorye of Southewyke, 

The seyd manors and grange and pascuage be dymysed 
together with all lands medowes, pastures, woods and under- 
woods, part by indenture, and part by copye, for the yerely 
rent charged in the partyculere of the valuation of the hmdet,, 
all tymber and great trees in the same excepte, therefore |he 
uoderwoode not valued. 

And the following note is appended to this and the q^uKvra 
qf Puttenham, Chishull and Cheydon Bovis. 

And there be growying aboute the scytuation of the sayd 
manors, granges and pascuages, and in, the landes and woods 
perteynyng to the same, cc elmys and okes part tyn^ber and 
most part usually croppyd and syrnde* of Ix and Ixxx yeres 
growith whereof clx resyrued to the farms there for tymber to 
repayr the houses standyog upon the seyd manors^ ai^d grange 
and pascuage which they have, part by covenant of indentures 
and part by custome of olde tyme used, and xl resydue valuvd 
^t vj^' the tree which ys in the hqlle. 

* Shiid^^^trivuned, lopped, or barked? 

NN) 
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The yearly rent of the manor of Priors Dean was fixed by 
the Crown surveyors at £3 2/ $\d. They were not very ac- 
cnrate in their survey, for they state in their certificate, that — 

The seyd manor of Priorsdeane with Culmere is a manor 
of itself, neverthelesse there is a manor of the same possessione 
thereunto adjoynyng called Stubbington • • • • The same 
manor of Priorsdeane with Culmere bene in distance from the 
king's casell of Porchester two myles, and from the forest of 
Sottthbere thre myles. 

It is probable that Priors Dean has been here confused with 
Southwick. The surveyors may be more correa when they 
refer to it as being a jointure oi queen Catherine. 

Elrington had come into possession di Widdington HaU, 
through Grace,, his wife. Many other properties, including the 
manor of Hawkley, he bought of the Crown. Some of these, 
with the king's consent, he parted with in his lifetime. He 
died February 6, 1558, leaving his scm, Edward, aged thirty* 
one, his heir. As there were iron works in the south of Eng- 
land, it might be this son, Edward Elryngton, who entered 
into a bond, on; March 5, 1574, not to found or. sell ordnance 
without a licence from the queen;. he died April -4,. 1578, and 
was succeeded by a little Edward, aged 'seven, who lived undl 
1618, when he left another Edward who sold Widdington. 

Pagb 161 

Sir Peter Bettesworth was the owner of Cohner Farm. He 
was the grandson of P^ter Bettesworth who married a sister of 
Nicholas Pescod of Tighall near Southampton^, and son of the 
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ThoauM Bettesworth who is described in Beny's Genealogy 
as of Fynning and Culmen Thomas purchased Milland, near 
Uphooky Sussex, and built a house there, called AGlland Place. 
He had two other sons, Richard and Christopher, who found- 
ed branches of the family at Fynning and Chithurst. Richard 
married Ann Langrish, by whom he had two daughters, Dorcas 
and Ellen, born at Colmer in 1601-3. 

Sir Peter was married (the first time) at Colmer, July 19, 
1587, to Ellen, daughter of William Uvedale of Wickham.* 
He probably resided at Colmer until the death of his father, 
for he had nine children bom here in 1589 to 1609. Thomas, 
the eldest, married Bridget, daughter of Sir Richard Hyde, and 
had one daughter Christened at Colmer, in 1629. Sir Peter's 
second wife was Elizabeth daughter of Viscount Conway. The 
Bettesworth arms are — Azun^ a lion rampant per fosses or and 
argent. The crest — the trunk of a tree on which is a lion sejant^ 
holding a battle axe erect, giiUs. 

In 1618, and probably before. Sir Peter seems to have got 
into difficulties ; he had conveyed the manor of Imping to his 
son Thomas ; the rights of the copyholders had been infringed 
and judgment was this year given against him. All his estates 
were mortgaged, and Robert Seymer and Henry Adys laid a 
complaint agdnst Thomas Bettesworth,, which was heard be- 
fore three Judges at Westminster in {622. The decree,^ which 
is in Latin, is concerning the manor of Tping, etc. and— ^ 
One messuage, one garden, one orchard, three-hundred and 

* An important fiunUy, levenl membect of it were Sheri^ for t)]^ countf. 
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fifty acres of land, thirty acres of meadow, thirty acres of pas- 
tare, forty acres of wood, twenty acres of furze and heath and 
pasturage thereon, situated in Coimer, in the county of South-^^ 
ampton. 

The order of the Court was tliat Thomas Bettesworth, iox^ 
himself and his heirs should quit-claim to Robert Seymer and 
Henry Adys, and for this acknowledgement, restitution, quit- 
claim, warrant, fine and agreement, they paid him £560* 

The property seems to have frequently changed hands ; by 
indenture dated July 2, 1625, Henry Adys of Westminster, 
**in consideration of a competent sum of money, and for other 
good considerations him thereunto moving," sold to Philip and 
Simon Digby the manors of Tping [Imping] and Milland, — 

And of in and to all that the capitall or chief Messuage and 
Farm, commonly called and known by the name of Coimer 
Farm, with aU and singular the lands and tenements rightly 
members and appurtenances thereof, situate, lying and being 
in the Parish and Fields of Coimer in the county of Southton, 
now or late in the tenure of Peter Bettesworth, knight, and 
Thomas Bettesworth, esquire, or one of them, or their assigns. 

This, and the following deeds relating to the same manors 

are in the Britsh Museum, — Addkional Charters^ 6004-60 lo. 

Release from Sir Peter Bettesworth to the same parties in 
consideration of £2123 paid to him by John Digby, earl of 
BristoL May 20, 1 630. 

Sale from the earl of Bristol and Philip and Simon Digby 
to Dudley, lord North, and John Page. July 14, 163 1. 

Assignment of lease from the earl of Bristol and H.^ Adys, 
to lord North, Sir John North and William Page. Same date« 
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Assignment of lease of. the manors of Deane, Milland, etc. 
from the earl of Bristol, Henry Adys and Sir Peter Bettesworth 
to lord North, Sir John North and W. Page. July 15; 163 1. 

Indenture between lord North and Sir Peter Bettesworth, 
showing that this assignment was a collateral security for quiet 
enjoyment. July 16, 163 1. 

Sale of the manor of Imping, with the advowsons of Imping, 

Chithurst, etc. transferred from lord North, John Page and Sir 

Peter Bettesworth to Henry Hooke of Bramshott. February 
13. 1631. 

Sir Peter Bettesworth died March 21, 1634. ^^ ^^ ^^ 

dated March 20 ; a copy of it, with dther documents relating 

to the family, is i% the British Museum^ — {AdStiomd MSS^ 

14,414.) After -setting forth the date aixd the year of the king's 

reign, the will procceeds : — . 

I Sir Peter Bettesworth of Milland in the county of Sussex, 
knight, being something weak and sickly in body, yet thanks 
be to God, of good and perfect mind and memory. And know- 
ing the uncertaintie of man's life. Doe, the day and year first 
above written, make and declare etc. First and principally I 
bequeath my soul into the hands of Almighty Qod, hoping that 
through the merits, bitter death and PassioA of His Son Jesus 
Christ, my Blessed Saviour and Redeemer, my sins shall freely 
be remitted unco me^ And that after this mortal life ended, I 
shall receive a glorious resurrection ampngst the just. 

Colmer Farm is not mentioned. Some estates bought in the 
name of his son Peter were to be sold to pay off the mortgage 
on Imping and Milland, and debts and legacies. But further 
complications arose,, and in 1 710 an Act of Parliament was ob^ 
tained to enable a gceat grandsoA to. sell Milland, etc^ 
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Wilfiam Bangsmill, son of Edward Kingsmill of Winchester;, 
was the last prior of Winchester, and delivered up his trust 

November 15, 1539* ^^ ^^^ ^^® ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ foun* 
^ dation. He was instituted to the rectory of Alverstoke in 

1541, and to Codford, Wilts in 1544. 

Pagb 204. 
Sir Thos. Phillipps's Hm^hire Visstathns, from the MS. of 
the Rev. W. Bingley, has a notice of the Beales of Priors Dean. 
^ Pagb 246. 

Five Ash Cottage, Priors Dean, comprising two tenements, 
was burnt down in the afternoon of March 25, 1880, (Maundy 
Thursday). Only two women were at home, but with the 
assistance of two other women, neighbours, they succeeded in 
saving nearly all the goods, although the burning thatch was 
falling about them and the roof fell in within half an hour of 
the discovery of the fire. One of them fdnted after the great 
exertion, and the next day was delivered of a child. Both 
families,, and. their goods were housed the evening of the fire^ 
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